Hleragoniſticon : 
OR, 
CORAH'S DOOM, 


BEING AN 


ANSWER 


To Two 


Letters of Enquiry into 


the Grounds and Occaſions 


of the Contempt of che Clergy and 
"v1 Religton, 


In Uindication of the Contemned, 


By way of Epille ro ro the Authoz of the 
ſaid Enqufry, 


Concra Rationem , nemo ſobrius ;, contra 
Scripturam, nemo Chriſtianus ; contra 
Eccleſiam, nemo pacific. TY 


London, Printed by Tho, Pilbonen, for 
Dozman Newman at the © mg s- 
| Armes in the Poultry, 1672. 


Enquiry intothe Grounds and 
Occaſrons of the Contempt of 
the Clergy and Religion, in 
Vindication of the Contem- 
ned : By way of Epiſtle, &c. 


He Reformed Religion and 

Y Clergy (England's Glo- 
ry) being by you be- 
trayed to Contempt, un- 
der pretence of an ami- 
cable Enquiry into the 
Grounds and Occaſions 
of itz (which I here offer to make good) 

| Teannotconceive, how 1 may better man- 
| age my vouch'd /ndication of both , 


s : 
A 2 1. By 


An Anſwer to two Letters of 


. —— 


(2) 


1, By Unriddling the myſtery of your 
nd | 


Inqueſt roche Laity ;, a 

2. By anſwering to your Proceſ; 
form'd in. it, againſt Religion and Clergy, 

This therefore is the method which” | 
will obſerve in the preſent Conteſt, which, 
had I reckoned it— Certamen de O. 
leaſtro, a debate about matrers of no grea- 
ter conſequence, than are, Acbilles*s Toes, 
the Grecran”s Boots, or Neapolitan Gheſ- 
nuts ,&c. I had never, I aſſure you, contra- 
ftedyou in, to your, the worlds, or my 
own trouble, 

As touching the Firſt General, viz, the 
Unriddling of the Myſtery,and dete img of 
the ſtratagem, projett, and impoſture of 
your Inquiſition, and that in 'order to the 
prepoſieſling and guarding of the Lay 
againſt ir : 

This, Sir, I will endeavour by way of di- 
ſin gradual paragrapbs, commenced, not 
& Nannaco) from Adam,or the Pr e-ada- 

#es,nor yet from your great Morme Bel- 
ſhazzar ; but from the very Genealogy of 
the Chriſtian Religion, by you im I, 
thence proceeding ab £ quis ad ef finos, till 
in fine, Sphinx do upon the matter become 
his own Ocdipxs; and your Riddle (ne 

ther 


| 


(3) 
ther one in the Ayſtery of Iniquity,or not 
the Reader ſhall be] ge)as Ped ,9s chat 


plaintruth, as great a one as any that 0c- 
currs throughout your whole Rhapſooy, 


namely, that there 15 4 near relation between Let, 2; 
Atheiſm, © and Contempt of the Clergy, pag.10 


wherein, let'metel| you, you have.in a 
propbeſied your own doom, as 
Caiaphas did our Savionr's, unawares, 
Firſt then, Sir, ot | 

The Chriflian F aith,or Religion, is, That 
which God the Father, (the original Au- 
thor of Truth as well as Bemg ) hath de- 
livered to his Sow , his Songto bis Apoſtles , 
his ApofFler;to. bis Chyrch; the primuive, 
to ſucceeding Churches ; and all, ro their: 
reſpetive: Members and, Matriculates : 
This is a preſcr5pe of the learned(t Apolo- 
gf, and Defender 7 the Faith, that ever 

Church enjoyed ;  namc]ly, the great 
Tertullian and with me, a grand piece of 
Orthodoxy. 

Again Sir, 

This Religion thus conveyed from God 
the Fatber,” by his Son, ro his real, , 
and by the intermediation of both, ro his 
Church,hath been in all the ſucceſlive Ages 
thereof, from the Apoſtles downwards. 
| A3 ro 


(4) 

to this preſent time; and will be to the 
end of the world, publiſhed, preached, 
and propagated, by a conſtituted Hiergr. 
chy, or continual Series of perſons of holy 
Order and Office, duly authorizzd and 
qualified thereumo z ſtiled the Lzghes of 
the World, the Stewards of Droine Myites 
ries, the Embaſſadours of Chriſt, the Pa 
ſtors, Teachers, Guides, Angels, and 0. 
verſeers of the Church : For his, Sir, be» 
lides its -congruiry to the principles of 
general Equzry, 1 would produce Scripe 
twre- Arguments, but that I fear leſt 
might ſhare in the common lot of 
Promiſes, Precepts, Narratives, &c, 
your over-daring Witt facetioully abuſe 
—ſacre ſacris | Hence Sir it follows, 


There —_—_ be a more 
method or firatagem deviſed, for propa 
ring of any tmiſter zmnevation or revw- 
anion, Pagan or Papal, in matter of Re- 
ligion , and the molt Athe;ficky Idolatrons, 
looſe licentions principles and praftices 
whatſoever, even to an aniverſal re-page- 
»Jing of a Nation 3 than either by uners 
ly ſubverting of an Orthodox Clergythere- 
1n, or elſe by rendering it »feleſs and «= 
| ; CA eryiceable 1 


— 
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(5) 
#nſerviceable > For if either. the Perſons 

thoſe | Sacred Stewards," Teachers, 
Guides, and S»perviſers, be removed, or 
( which is all one asto «/cand ſerviceable» 
neſs in the _ _ anthority rebated 
and infrinred;xhofe Lights,enhber quite ex- 
ſtint, irik ee ho e facre& 
Pipes cut or ftop't, &c, what other can the 
ſequel beg then groſs /gnorance ! And what 
may not” be- obrtuded upon an Tgnorant 
Lay, of all that the arbitrary Lawes and 
laſts of their new 2{afters, (10 whoſe ſer» 
yice and blind obedience they are now meſt 
humbly enviſſal'd ) (hall impoſe? their 


fwatbw being ſufficiently prepared dy this 


time, not for their Gnats ofly ( Tuſh 1 
( that's ordinary with the blind to a pro 
verb ) but for their Camel ! the 
Braſs himſelf 1 for a nauſeous deadly 
Crambe! a blaſted Nehbuſhtan | for Stocks; 
Sromes, Idols, Images, and what you will, 
even t0 ———— an unknown ! which 
andoubtedly is the reaſon why Satan & bis 
Accomplices, have in moſt of the Caraftre- 

bes that have befallen the Church, ill 
ommenced the tragedy from the Mum» 
fry, (witneſs both diſory and experience) 


#(dreſling all their power and pol:cy,ro an 
A 4 
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nteer,either extirpation, or exauthoration of 
the ſame. This, Sir,1 have likewiſe adopted, 
mto my Creed,as following conſequentially 
from the former. v9? 
| Fonrthly, | SET 
-The moſt artificial and expedite way, ei- 
ther to deſtroy the Clergy, or: (which is 
much the fame ) to rncle it -»eleſs and 
axnſerviceable tothe Church z ab thu is, to 
deſtroy Religion, is to expoſe and betray 
it,' to iſpriſion and Contempt /in the Laity, 
Fhis, Sr, Itake to be as high-a Arain of 
Politicky, as ever Socinian, Loyolite, or Fe- 
ſuited P andor throughout the world could 
write hiroſelf maſter of 3 and indeed.,a ve- 
ty ſacrs anchora in the RomiſhSes z for all 
other artifices failing, Enchantments, Argu- 
ments, Anathemaes, Menaces, Ma 
 Altay- Coals, the Learned Qwilh, the Char- 
ming C*p, the ſacred Key; the thirlty 
Sword, &c, mter [acram & [AX Willow 
Abab's prejudice will do the buſineſs : The 
_ Powder-Plot, An. Dom, $8. was a 
rewd flratagem, as being levelled at the 
Community, ' 10 'Ruley and Repreſentative 
( where each «nite ſtands for thouſands 
fmiverſally: devoted to a toxt @ coup, 1 
an epicornſed ſtroke upon the Engliſh, o 
Tr the 


« wa .T,T4 <a a mw £.. __=- o-Ta _Twa 


mm —< AST 


Aa STS No:T HR..TC + 


- — — nome «a 


(73) 
the enraged ' Calogyla, imprecated to his. 

ing ——_— ico the trouble. 
of a repetition : But now thoſe Ghoſtly 
Politicians are taught by experience, that 
ſacred enzerprizes. never. luck more prol- 
perouſly, then when managed /wvdo verbe- 
re.;-and that the Serpent is far more ſer- 
viceable in tbe cauſe, then the Dragon; as 
ating with leſs nozſe, & greater execution : 
Once throughly {cavern an ungovernable 
Laity with contempt, and prejudice againſt 
their. Clergy, and what the conſequents 
bdereof .might prove, may be perceived 
without a [4 Bove-dlaft ; this. ative 
ferment wi doublet by degrees fament 
the whole maſs of Blood and Spirit, with 
which it once encorporates, to an utter re- 
jeRion of that, which,ir, ought ( if call'd 
for.) to be expended in defence of; and 
thus the conterpner,, /pqor wretch ! (which 
is the-very accent of his miſery) will prove 
Jels de ſe, a ſelf- aggreſſor, like Chorab=———— 
Clergy-contempt in the Laity, being like to 
that granum thuris in calice vini, amongſt 
the Jewes, an intoxicaritly Cup propin'd at 
the very inſtant of execution, to the end 
that the Malefattor might be the leſs fold 
of his fatal exse;rheApplication is caſte. This 
Oy X paragraph 
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(8X 
peragraph, Sir, I do likewiſe hold for C4- 
wonical, 


Fifthly, 
All deſipnes of immwuation and i 
whatſoever, in Charth or ftate, wre moſt 
effeQtually both imſinnared & propagated an- 
der ſome fpecious pretente and colour of 
wourhd friendſhip , to that very imiveſt 
which is by the P rojeTtor or [mpoſtoy prede- 
ſtinared to ruine z as enquiry into prievan- 
ces af enormities, Civil or Eccleſiaſtick,tm- 
der colour of redrefs, 'as 1gnerante ( for 
mſtance) or poverty inthe Clergy" and 
contempt hereupon conceived in the Lavey 3 
or the like : The moſt notorious Triwhvi- 
rate that were ever Co-attors in the faine 
foody Tragedy,are known tp haveſeeef- 
ly prologned their ' reſpettive patty and 
Herod, is ceney with» freevwilt fer of 
erod, Ins cruelty, with a 
worſhip , as if he miean't ifs devorion 
fhoutd hatow his deſigrie + Fudes, his rea- 
thery, with 2 bail Maftty ; accoaſting our 
Saviour with a Ke, whit be berrayed 
him to the ſpear : Pilate, his injuſtice, with 
an nemocent ceremony 3 the foulelt of fads, 
with clean waſhen hands. Andthus $5r,the 
Trade began, which rh been _ - 
INCCTT» 


(91) 


| indefatigably proſecuted, and thar 30 # 


marvellous emprovement in your moder 
Church Sopbies as op. co-inſpired from 
the ame T rip#s with their Predeceſfors : 
an Epbod, and a Teraphim | the Devil in 
Samwel's Mantle | an eAngel of light ! 
the Wolf uz Sheep's Clothing | a Herqodian 
Votary! an Atheiſt or Loyalite incognito | 
Ghoſtly Maſcaradoes | Our Saviour in his 
Intereſt Truth, Clergy, &c. ( as formerly 
in-his Perſon, ) re-berrayed with a Kiſſe | 
all thoſe are matters @'la mode in this 
| gps ye if m_ « kin to the 
Silerns, a moſt complasſant ſort of People ; 
who { as I bave read) ell, as Courtiers 
greet, with rand embraces : And to 
five the. Devil bis duc, of all perſons in 
the World, none ſuch abſolute maſters of 
this faquity, as the Pope's Creatures, Ro» 

Ib Agents , . Emſaries, Seminaries, 
Pandors, Prottors, Paraſites, Minions, 
end mercenary Hackneyes'z the Wiſdom of 
that haly Court having obſerved, an un- 
lafe expoſal of their other methods to 
Latta; or Lawes, which this innocent in«- 
diſcernable one is free' from : aad what 
their language in teference to thecaſe in 
haad may be, is. cafily conjeRurable _— 

I 


(10) 


If "ever we . compaſs our _ r0- 
pagating deſigne, amongſt t Engliſh q 
and in order thereunto, that of f 
popular contempt and prejudices agai 
their Clergy, it muſt neceſlarily be manag*d 
with all the fair friendlike, ſmooth, plauſi- 
ble pretences, cajolling infinuations, and 
dextrous compliances imaginable ; 
being a People whom of all others, "we 
may ſooner LnadioeSpomies; then al-arm 
ro-0ur (ide ; be irtherefore by all meanes 
reſolved, that we appear their” ſeeming 
friends, till we render them their own 
Real Enemies, in plackeng out their own 
Eyes, and pulling down of the bouſe uyon 
themſelves, rbough ro the eternal ruine of 
the whole. And,$S*r,amangſt thoſe,(which 
I ſuppoſe you are not I E__—_ dex- 
trous Pr evaricatoy 86 U0GAtor, is 
ſtill eſteem'd the lacrous as and De. 
metrins; by meanes of thoſe all-ſaving 
ſhifts of mental reſerves and Equivocations, 
and through an ambidextrous m 
thereof, an officious ſlandering, malig- 
ning.and traducing, not of a forreign,but 
even of their own Religion ; p_ 
cing, impugning, nay, abjuring of it (pol- 
fibly by pu from $t, —— Ar — 
' know 


(11) 
know net the Man, &c. ) all autbevticated 
by that ' Care which makes the end to 
ſpecify rhe meanes z, that is, to juſtife the 
moſt horrid and execrable, provided they 
may- but (as the gainful Damſel, to her 
Maſter ) obſterricate to the intereſts of 
the ſacred Corbany all which, I would make 
out here, bur that Lam confin'd to a few 
ſheets : I am ſure my narrative is truth, 
however matter of fat be apocryphal; 
as alſo: the next enſuing: And now — 
in te couvertitur ferrum, O Rutils, 
Sixthly and laſtly,co make gradual ap- 
_—_ of the whole, 44 
a Pagan» Papal proje& and deſugne, 
Sirgainabore \prcAvrey of _ 
gatin promoting in En ſome, 
E iberriniſene, Propheenc : od looſe licen- 
tious principles and ices 3 ſeems to be 
couch'd and carried on, in and by your 
Letters of Enquiry, 8c, Sir, Paganiſme 
and Papsſme in matter of impoſture and 
deſigne, I confound, as being coincident 
in unitertio : 'What more ordi with 
Romiſh Semmaries, then to deal by their 
Proſelytes,as their Farher-T empter did (in 
his very. laſt afſault ) by our Saviour ? 
namely;to carry them from the Tengheg 
t 
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(14) 
the Mountam ! Qing that worſhip 
ful compliance in the latter, which they 
know, they cannot hope for in the for. 
met : an immediare remove from aty be. 
wedded perſwaſion, were matter of invin 
cible difficulty, Nullus fit tranſit; abex. 
tremo ad extremum, nifi per mtermedivon , 
therefore they firſt alzenate froma tras 
Church, before they once offer to maty;. 
enlate into their own ; firſt Ke-paganize, 
and then Re-baptize with Holy-Warer ; 
perſon or people being never ſo well pre- 
pared to ſwalow.their Camea, as when 
firſt reſolved into their __ prima of 
naturals; the pre- atherzed Popeli 
- proving the moſt Vorive V X 
- the Triple Crown; Bis ini aarhn, 
then, your fandamemal Ax, Sir, ſeemes 
to be laxdto the very root, with a rar ot 
-— Even to the foundation, both ww- 
ſerial ( the Clergy) and _—_ ( Re. 
tigion ) nnd in both, the perſonal ( the 
Meſſiah ) and in all 'Ged himſelf 7 and 
could you ſtring the Rain- Bow, and dil- 
parch our of it, the moſt virulew arrow 
that ever Satan fledg'd, through all the 
ſub- me intorhe Empyrean it. fel wht 
could you do more ? ' Again, T_ 
Ione 
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e, Sir, you advahce and promote by 
Job the Clergy and Religion to popu- 
lar contempt ;, the very ready way Lcon- 
feſs ! there being 4 near relation ( by your 
own trongne-trip-teſtimony ) berwetn''x- 
theyſave and contempr of the Clergy; this you 
your ; firſt,by repreſenting the Cler- 


LF, £0 the Laity, as the infignifi- 


ridiculous, deſpicable order of all 
> wy Je of the fir Adin, or Preten- 
ders to the _— defaming, vilifying, 
reproaching, maligning, traducing, flan- 
dering, deriding, - mocking and flouting 
of them —— ex cathedra, from off the 
ſeat of the ſcornful, alias, that of the Beaft: 
Secondly, by turning Divinity into 
_— (the peccant bumorr of the times ) 
as it you ( and a Daumvirate more, 
whom I could name, for — res ad triari- 
8s ) meant, fince you can nor charm, 
nor awe, diſpate, nor live it down, to 
evaporate 5t i & ſcoff ! making amends to 
lame polemicks, with ſmart Tronicks, feorn- 
ful. #wweftives, facetious ſarcaſmes and 
Jatyrici{me ( Iſhmazcl's Sword, That of the 
Spire failing you.) the cardinal points of 
ou —— inſomuch, ' chat ir 
h been.ſfaid ( by ſome in my — 

k 
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contempt, of the Cler 107, you 
flily = A. 
under cglour and pret 
Enquiry iuto the 
it ; giving the world (till acquainted 
with you.) to-hope,that you mean noother 
(God knows your heart, not you) then as. 
a faſt-friend to both parties, to redreſs he 
ſame, if Faſtin the Clergy; or if Unjuþ,in 
the Laityz whereas on the contrary, $ir,to 
the common damage of both, having prefas 
ced your Ingusſotion, as Prlare did bis, with 
waſhen bands, you have joyoed iſſaes with 
him in the ſequel; of Inqusſuor, turning 
Accuſer of the brethren , as if in coyning 
of your facetions Religion, you had beer 
prompted and inſpired, by that Gentle- 
man's Ghoſt ; like as the: Trene-Councel 
was in thezrs, by the Pope's ("tis a known 
itory ) poſted thirher from Rows in ' 
Cloak; 


— — — 
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-B | or 1 
CA a KK. by kis Gel 
Monk: 


I deny not, Sir, but that there are 


ſcattered here and there throughout 
your Letters , ſeveral cunning retrieves 
and bealing Expreſſions, (like, you know 
whoſe, 4s it were's, and 4s 1 may ſay ſors) 
which ſome A1yops that cannot ſee be- 
yond the Channel, may happily reckon 
ſalve ſufficient in the caſe ; but later angu- 
&, ſhould your aſſeverations counter- 
vail a peremptory flat remonſtrance 
rerminis,.againlt * and Popery, and 
that accented with all the high rhetorical 
alias Heforical)amplifications of oathing, 
wearing, and curſing, that —— you 
know not the Beaſt ; all this is no more 


Segmor, ( which I hope your Reader will 


make a right uſe of ) then what the moſt 
devout Popeling that ever trudg'd on bare 
Ten-toes to kiſs his Paw, is pro re nata, 
(eſpecially when the grand pagating 
work, is concern'd ) tolerated, authori- 
ſed, yeaoblig*d ro do; and yet by acer- 
tain myſterious kind of antzperiſtaſes re- 
main good. Catholick Fill ; _ ſuch an univer- 
ſal help at may, is that canonical __ 
| BY ſO 


(26) 
of Equivecation. and mental reſerve; all 
Juſtifyable by that odd maxime in the 
Civil Law, adopted into their Canon for 
fundamental, authorizas Majorum 
in sllicitss excuſar, of which 111 palate our 
Reader with one litle g«ſto for all, inthe 
buſineſs of Confekon, and that from an 
ingenuous _Papi/t himſelf, ( Catalins, 
Cethegum!) namely, the Learned Divini. 
t9-Reader in Salmantica, Franciſco « 
Vittoria, whoſe words are theſe in 
the name of all the Romiſh Doltors, 
(I would quote, book, and page, but that 
it is out of faſhion) Sed x faciet Con- 
feſſor, cum interrogatur de peccato, &c. 
* What ſhall a Confeſſor doe ( faith be) if 
© he be asked of a fin that he hath heard in 
* confeſſion ? may he ſay,that be knowes not 
*« of i? ITanſwer, according to «ll oxr 
«« Dottors, that he may : But what if be 
© be compell'd to ſwear ? I fay that he 
&© may and ought to ſwear, that be knows it 
<< zot ,in that it is wnderſtood,that he kyowes 
© ;+ not beſides confeſſion ; and ſo he (wears 
©true: But ſuppoſe, that ne jar 
< Prelate, ſhall malitiouſly require of him 
& upon his oarþ, whether he know it # 
5 confeſſion, or no ? I anſwer that aw 
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©* thus urged, may {till ſwear that be 
* {t not 619 canfeſſion , in that it is andy ond 
that knowes it not tarevedl it, or ſo 

as that he, may tell, And thus much of 
> {rognbe of confeſſion, and that in a- 
nothers concern too ; teſt and raſte ſub 
ficient of what we may make of them in 
their other methods and myſteries , the 
impartial be Judge : ſo then, ſhould 1 
hear confeſs you, Sir, Lapum auribus ! 1 
ſee what I muſt truſt ro; till ſuch time 
mo Heavens bleſs us with a witty Cox- 

vift, tuning the Inſtrument ad capes 
palinodiam ; that is plainly, Sr, ill 
exchange your ſeat of the { or 
a ſtool of repentance ;, and give the world 
as publick teſtimony and aflaurance, of 
your awfyl reſpects, hbnour and vene- 
ration for both Clergy and Religion for 
the future, as you have already, . of 
Contempe. 


And' what if I ſuppoſe, Sir, (what 
I will not. yeild ) chat you had no forme/ 
nent, or-the leaſt d in the world to 
betray either Cler Religion to Con- 
or for Tos $0 A- 
thee ſme,Popery, or the like, onthe other? 


(18) 


and that all the miſchief and execution 
committed or committible. by either edge 
of Ifhmacl's ſword, were meer chance. 
medley; finis opens, non _ yet 
rhis being the immediate, ireh, concur- 
rent tendency of both your Lerrers, as 
may appear from the general fram, ſcope, 
ſeries, tenour and contexure of the 
whole (for your ſpeech bewrayeth you 
Segmior)your felf,the world, yea very Na. 
ture may Juſtify the Church q England, 
in guarding and ſecuring her ſelf, both in 
her Clergy and Lairy, ( and in both, ber 
eddired Religion ) againſt the pernici- 
ous influences and growing miſchiefs of 
your Peſtilent Rhapſody (agxouirer rico 
tvey 7) xviney) namely, thoſe two near 
correlates ( by your own confelfion ) the 
contempt of the one ; and atherſme,&c, in 
the liker; and\what diſmal train thoſe 
may carry with themgut C ecias nuber ; 2s 
alſo in animadverting upon you as no 
better, then Heathen or” Heretick,, with- 
our, ( what as your fricad 1 adviſe you 
at your firſt return” from Devonſhire ) a 
publick recantarion. | 

And thus, Ser, I have made the way tomy | 
text (as your conttrmed Clergy is _ | 
J 


(19) 
w_ 4s ſmoorh and. plain as. any 
thing, a Preface, ( us you may: re- 
member ) not from Adam, but from 
Alpha, - tbe Ancient of dayes hunſelf, 
though 'my buſineſs in part ( your doom 
ly at the farther end, (aloft the very | 
verſes) of all the Bible; fo that t now 
remaines, that I turn alegata into probata, 
and make geod what I have here charged 
your- Letters withall; that I may not 
ſeem to ſpeak without - book. 

The firſt thing then that offers it ſelf in 
your Letters, Sir, is the very theam and 
tiele thereof, viz. | The Grounds and Oc- 
caſions of the Contempt of the Clergy and 
Rwsgion enquired into : Being then” that 
Rel:gion and Clergy ( an individual Gon- 
Jugate in themſelves, as well as in your 
Epiſples ). is the ſubjett-matter of your 
Inqueſt 3 being that a previous contempe 
of both de fafio is by you (but too truly ) 
ſuppoled; and the redreſs hereof de futwro 
by you pretended ; Ir will neceſſarily fol- 
low, that if inſtead. of redreſſing of this 
cyuempty. either by removing (to your 
power ) the gro and occafrons of it, if 
Juſt and deſerved, inthe Clergy; or by 
removing , if wjnft and =. ry M 

di's } B 3 the 


(20) 
the Laity 4 your Lerrers adminiſter falſe 
and unrighteous groungs and occaſions 
of addztional ny lf fo (Uiay) zi 
will neceflarily follow, rhat t reth 
and anfgne of your Enquiry can be no* 
thing les, nothing elſe, then that of pro- 
pagating Arbesſme,&c. in the Lay, by 
means of 2 confirm*'d unjuſt Contempe of 
their Clergy, (between which, there is 
ſacks a near relation, by your own con» 
feſlion ) and that ( elſe your politivks 
were as faulty as your canſe ) under the 
diſguiſe of a friendly pretence : It is 2 
grand maxime in Law ( bur only with a 
Cuovilian ) non defendere videtur qui latnaty 
very or non-appearance tor the a 
cufed &c. much more publication with- 
out vindication ( as in the preſent caſe } 
isan #nplicice charge; 10 that' the very 
negative, your non-vindicating of Religion 
and Clergy from that Comtempe which you 
both (100 truly) preſuppoſe, and divulge, 
is an indire proſcription and expoſat of 
both, to a further degree and confirmation 
of "itz © your Inqueſition, interprerative 
( there were no expreſs ) acenſa- 
tion | and hence, according to this rule, 
the propereſt p«r«pbraſe vpon your Hh " 

| an 


| 
| 
| 
: 
f 
| 
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- 
» 
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(2r) 
and I dare fay, moſt congruons to the 
( ; = be this : 
& The Grounds and Occaſions of the 
© Contempe and Contemptsbility both 
« of the Clergy ( Perſon and Fantti- 
«o) and of Keligion, under* Colour 
© of Friendly Enquiry into the ſame, 
& and pretence of Redreſs of the pre- 
& ſent Gaempt , but with a real in- 
*tent of fomenting and propagatin 
* x further and firmer Prejudice, an 
* (what hath a near relation thereunto) 
« Atheiſme, &c, alledged or admini- 
« ſtred, and in perpetnam yei meme- 
&« iam publiſhed to the world, by Oath, 
* ex officio, &&c. And now——ex wngue 
* Leone / 

But Sr (to ſubſume a fortiors) in 
ſtead of Ang anne" of Religion and Cler- 

, or the pretended redreſs of 
_— Ad of both (by det f acar 
and divalged) you have expoſed a. 
trayed both, to, ( what = have fowly 
bewrayed in your ſelf} , accmma- 
lative prejudice,and aconfirmed contempe , 
and in order to the more effetual 
pagation hereof, and your Atbeiftick, 

ntichriſtian delign berein, in a 
B4 moſt 


(22) 
a moſt defamatory, reproachful and blaC. 
phemous manner traduced and abuſed the 
doitrinal foundation of both , viz. the 
Holy Scriptures, to the infringing and 
ſubverting ( what you can) the facred 
authority (and conſequently, the neceſ- 
fity and atility) of the ſame, and therein 
the Chriſtian Faith founded thereupon ; 
for which you muſt be accoumable. 

As touching your firſt and cheif aſſault, 
Sir, This being made ( as is faid) upon 
the dettrinal foundation of both Religion 
and Clergy, the Holy Scriptures in 
them the perſonal, God and his Chri , Or 
rather this complex, God in Chriſt (it 
thoſe phraſes may not be offenhye to 
you) and thus at once, antsſcripturd, 
antic byiſtian, athbe;ſtical , 1 Judge it ne- 
_ that I firſt by way of defence, 
prepeſſeſs the Reader againit ir ; and then 
tor convittien, in a few inſtances amongſt 
many, a title exemplify it. 

Ro __ former, 1 cannot _ 

e[s the Reader, nor counter-wor 
- (rel aſſerting from the very 
principles of Reaſon (the onely fignificant 
topick in this caſe} the authoricy by you 
debaſed and diſparaged, vamely, _ 


a __ 2 — — — i = 
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of the Holy Scriptures, which I will 
briefly perform in theſe few enſuing p«- 
ragraphs, wherein I conſult not ſo much 
his judgment , as his memory; the rea- 
lity, as the rationality of his Faith , as 
being rather pooger hereof, then four- 
der; hoping that 1 have not hereinto do . 
with more eAtheiſts, then one; nor 
fearing in defence of ſuch a r4tional in- 
tereſt, to encounter them all, 
Firſt then, Sir, 

& That there is an One only true and 
& l;ving God; that ro this God, is due 
« from the Creature, all poſlible wor- 
* ſhip and ſervice; that upon the right 
© performance of this worſhip, depends 
*© all r74e and certain bappineſs; are all 
truths demonſtrable from principles of 
common Reaſon ; (elſe Iam willing to 
take ſhame for my aſſertion) viz. That of 
a true Deity, partly from natural Con- 
ſcience, as being in its latitade, both Con- 
ſervatory of common connate notions and 
principles (of which, that of a Demuy, 
divine worſhip, and concomitant Reward, 
are the chief) the very Light and Law 
of nature.z and-alſo wirmeſs and judge, 
by way of domeſtick, proceſs in _—_ 
0 


(24) 
of fait vitions or vertwous, accuſing or 
excu{ing according to the tenour of that 
Law ; denn called by Gre N azian- 
zen, the Souls-pedagogeſs ( which would 
you become traRtable diſciple to, I ſhould *' 
nor yet deſpair of you, for none ſuch ever 
died Atheiſt or Infidel) and by Baſile the 
Great, a natural Judicatory,molt certainly 
aut borsſed from a ſupream Law, and Law- 
giver, who can be no other than the true 
God, whoſe authentick and righteous 
Will is therein exemplified : Partly 

in, by rational colle (ion, or concluſion 

one abſolute firſt Canſe and Privciple 
from obvious effelts , that being the pro- 
duction of the Creatures, can neither be | 
wfinice, that is, of one by another, the 

by a former , thoſe again by a | 
former,and ſo ſtill on,(far beyond Adam, | 
and the Pr e-adamites even 11 infinieum, | 
by way of a dire _ 4 | 
nor yet Circular; that is, of a ſecond, by 
2 firſt; a third, by a ſecond ; another, by 
that 3 and ſo round to the firſt again, pro- 
—_—_ and reproducing each other, 
way of continual circulation 3 (both 
wayes being palpably inconfiſtent,abſurd, 
and irrationa ) it mult of neceſſity be Or? | 
£100+; 
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fo - pr _—_ one only aniver- 
cam ndent Be» 
ma wars Orig mc arts all things, 
Lis an cchereben Fehovab, the onely 
' erue God. Deny this, Sir, and wnmar 
your ſelf 
Again, that of Religiow Worſhip, is 
evicted from the former ; the very lame 
principle _——— of the truth of a 
Gedbead, and of Religious Worſbip due 
from Man, as natural Tribute and Ho- 
mage to this God, as deing not only a ſuper- 
excellent nature in Himſelf ; but abſolute, 
& ſoveraign Proprietary i in, & Benefaitor 
to his Creature , more eſpecially Man, 
rr rung for life = : Him- 
ws (- upon any thing z all chings 
| neceſſary dependants upon him! Info- 
much,that there was never perſon or peo- 
in che world, who did not alwayes 
Foyn with cheir ſenſe and conſcience of a 
9. Brgy. 1m and devotional acknow - 
witneſs ſacred Ritzals, Tem. 
ples, Laton. 8 acrifices, Feſtivals, fc, 
{ the moſt Barbarow of Nations , 
and rhus it is obſervadle, chat the Gen- 
tiles are not tax'd by their Door in his 
Letter to the Old Ro mans, with a toral 
neglett 


(26) 
neglet+ of Worſhip, but with defe&+ in the 
manuer Of it z as being unſuitable and in- 
congruous ro the Divine Nature and 
Will. Laſtly, that of a certain Reward 
and Happineſs attending upon the due 
performance of this Worſhip, (as © 
fice miſery upon the negle& of it) is no 
leſs congruous to the Principles of Naty- 
ral Reaſon, than either of the former ; as 
being convincingly manifelt, partly from 
the infinite goodneſs and righteouſneſs of 
God, being equally diſpoled to reward 
Vertue, and puniſh Vice ;, parily from the 
—_—_—_— and Juſtice of the thing 
it ſelf, 
In fine then, Sir, +... 

The truth of a Godbead, Relogious Wor- 
ſbip due to this God; true Happineſs and 
Keward depending upon this Worſhip, 


are all Articles of a very; Heathes's, 


Creed,as well as of that of 4 Chriſtian; as 
being the dictates of Nature, as well as of 
Scriptwre ;, (Read by the Light of Sun, 
Aon, aud Stars ;) comman principles of 


Reaſon, as well as Articles of Faithy per-- 
ſpicuousto the World in general, in com-. 


mon with that :=propreated part of it, the 
Church , and theretors in the buſineſs of 


Re- 


—— — 
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Religion, ſuppoſed as general Prelimina- 
ries, and (as it is in all other Arts and 
Sciences ) confeſſed Principles; for be char 
cometh wnto God , (as Candidate in this 
Sacred Profeffion) muſt believe that God 
is, and that be is @ Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him: A Godhead ! Reli- 

jon / Concomirant Reward and Happi- 
neſs ! Common- Creed ! wherein all Hea- 
thens,and Pagans, Fews, Mahometans,&c. 
(whoſe ſeveral Teſtimonies I muſt nor 
here inſert) as well as Chriſtians, univer- 
fally throughout the world, are Joyne 
Confeſſors, lave here and there a Prora- 


goras, Diagoras, Lucian, the Anthoz 


of the Contempt of the Clergp, &c. 
and ſuch like Deſperadoes, who yer ne- 
ver durſt, out of a Feaver, expreſly 
deny any of all the Three, a GOD, his 
WORSHIP, or a FUTURE 
STATE: or ſuppoſe they live the 
Pope*s Life, queſtioning what they dare 


not, cannot deny z (Clement the Seventh 


is the Pan 1 mean) his Three Dying- 
Roſolves, will be their certain, though 
too late Convidion, viz. Whether there 
be a God ? Whether the Soul be Immor- 
tal ? Whether there be @ Heaven and 
Hell ? ; Again, 


(28) 
Again, Sr, 

& That in order to the due kyowledg of 
© this God,the right and «cceptable perfor. 
& mance Of this worſhip, and the diſcovery 
& and 4trainment of this bappineſs 2 ſpecial 
'* Revelation of the Divine Mind & Wil, 
&* and Rule of Faith & Life,isto the crea. 
* ture abſolutely neceſſary; that a ſcrip. 
* raral Rule and Revelation, is molt cop. 
© venient ; and that ro afford the creature 
** ſuch a Rude is moſt c tothe a. 
© cred nature & bonour of God are all rg. 
& tional truths aſwell as the former : For, 
| Sir, as touching the neceſſity of ſucha 
Rule and Revelation 3 although mm 
might by the conduRt of the Light and 
Law of Natkre, emproved by the acce/- 
ſary help of the works of Nature, dil- 
cover and learn, That there is a God, 
yea, and in ſome degree, what Heis both 
in his negative Attributes, 5 
mfinity, ummutability,&cc. and in his &f- 
firmarive - geodneſs, wiſdom, power, &c; 
yea, and thoſe in their very emmencies, 
n—n—5ſcienc y,omnipetency,&c. and the 
like,as the neceſſary and eſſential propernes 
of the firſt Carſe : Likewiſe, that there 
i religrons wor fheg dug 10 this God; 96h 


the Acadagy, the Lycewn, the Stoe, and 
other. 


— g— 


(29) 
and that he ought ro be worſhipped, 
T6 ward dvry dgiozort Teeny, IN 2 wap 
and manner moſt acceptable to bimſelf - 
Laſtly, that reward _- bappineſs attends 
and depends upon that Workip: yea and 
in ſome reſpect, what obje{$+ve happineſs & 
chief good is, viz. God himſelf, (qus onmes 
beatitudinis, fafligium, meta, finis, as 
faid the Divine Plato, like as his Maſter 
Socrates, the former) the very ſur, 4- 
dequate meaſure and boundary of all real 
eſs: yet notwithſtanding all this ; 
What Unity of Eſſence in Trinity of Per- 
Jons is ; One, in T hree, without diviſion ! 
Three, in One, without confuſion! Ged 
the Farber, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Gboſt, all one mdividad Spirit; the pro- 
per objeit of divine Worſhip : What the 
right and acceptable manner of perfor- 
ming that Worſhip : Wherein that true 
formal happineſs conſiſts , which attends 
thereupon ; and by what means, attain- 
ble, &c. Thoſe, Sir , believe i, are 
not at all diſcoverable by that common 
Light, by reaſon of that infinite di/j 
portion which is between ſuch a defeCtive 
medium and the obje z and hence, in 


(30) 
other Athensan Phrontiſteries, would 
have found no more credit, then the doc - 


Lett. trine uſually preached for a bundred yeares 
pag 59. laſt paſt in the Church of England hath 


in your books —. Folles ! elſe what 
mean'r the Heathensfh polythe:ſme, and 
great Armado of mock-Deities ( alias 
Mortal; bewrayed by theT ombs they had, 
aſwell as Temples) thirty thouſand ſtrong! 
aSit 15in Hef: muſter-roll copied by 
St, Anguſtine; of whom three thouſand 
amongit the very Grecians as it 1s in 
Homer's (whoſe Tpis yde wie, if with 
you as Canonical, as belike his 1l;ades and 
Odyſſes are, then we know at once, what 
is your Creed, your-Bible, and Praitice 
of Piety ) ſix thouſand amongſt the Ro- 
manes, 2s it is in Varro's, more Gods 
then there are of Contemned Clergy all 
England over z what mean't their mon- 
ſtrous Idolatries? their two hundred 
eighty eight Beartudes (recounted byſtbe 
learned Roman now mentioned)? and 
ſuch like /»f (of which to ſpeak with the 
Father, me piget quod sllos non <a and 
that not amon ſt the vader Þ ns only, 
but even perſons of more defecated in- 
tele tinals, their poliſhed pn 0 Inge- 

810/065, 
\ 


| nieſees, Vertngſoes, and the moſt refined of 


F< 8 
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all Nations and profeſſions, the Eg 
tian Prieſts, the Perſian Magi, t 
wiſeſt Grecia® Phyloſophery , Stois bh 
Peripateticks, Platonicks, &c, the mo | 
inquiſitive Koman Naturaliſts, the Gre- \ 
cian and Roman both Orators and Poets, ; 
even the 'yery Princes in. either Facuky ; 
Demoſthenes and' Tully in the one, and | 
in the other. (which your. Reader may 
chance to wonder at) Proteſt ant- Homer, Let. 2: 'S* 
and (which is yet ftranger ) Virgil the pag- 43 | 
(undoubted) Noncenformſt, had he but 45, 46. | 
held out to Bartholomew the Famons., the [ 
onely perſons of either Perſwaſion, I aſ- 
fare you, that I ever read or dream'd of, 
to have come from Rome or Athens : 
What (I ay) can the Pagan Mock-deities, | 
Jdelatries, and imaginary Beatitudes in the 4 
very judgement of the moſt ftrenuous | 
Advocates Of pure Naturals, portend 
other, then an utter Inſuficiency of natu- 
ral light , for the ends and purpoſes 
above ſpecified z namely, the adminiſtrin 
of the due Knowledge of the True 
True Worſhip , and True Happineſs ? 
Therefore a New Light, or japanmyney 
Re nnd Revelation, is abſolutely neceſ- 
G jo) 


(32) 
neceſſary : Again, Sir, the x ediency of 
a po ara or written Rule, pt appear 
from a three-fold danger and inconveni- 
ency o_ ns rh merry to; 
namely, that'd and forgerfulneſs z 
that 'of depr avarion ard drraghls, by - 
jaſt additions, detrativons iy wourgrs 
r © 


for forgery, and laſtly, utter de- 


tion and ſup eſſonzthe firſt hrough | 


the*rreachery 0 ane memory ; t 

twolaft, through the implacable enmit 
_ of, Saran, and his Accompl; ; pain 
God, his Trath and : From all 
which, a written Rule and Revelation is 
more ſecure, as being a publick, Record 
and Repertory, whereunto recourſe may 
be had upon all occafions , as well for 
relief to Memory, as for trial, or redreſs 
of queſtioned and impeached "Truth , 
hence called by St. Peter, a ſurer word 
of Prophecy, than Vocal or Unwritten; to 
wit, not by a certainty {au3+%a; of vera- 
ciry, for all Divine Revelation is equally 
ſure in this ſenſe, becauſe equally tre, 
but” drpanvias” of ſeeurity, pon the ac- 
counts mentioned : "True it is, God was 
pleaſed to inſtru@ his Church for the firſt 
Two thonſand years, and upwards, onely 
viva 


Us. RCA. mas af ctr tlc. omomrmRocllci. eo ou... 


——” © ©. 


| 19 Oecumenich, and Mor th (Fapbee 
| TS 


(.33) 
viva weee, by 2 vocal Revelation of his 


| Mind and Will ( for "ought certainly 
known to the contrary ; ) Ik then, 8, 


the conſiturion of the Church, was, du- 
that long «&r4, onely domeſtical, 
ortined within the Line ' and Limits of 
particular Families, which compared wirh 


. | the pp and age of the Abors. 
s 


the World, pives us plainly to un- 
| Ecſtand ; 4 / 


| , that Sacred Truth might have 
been cafily TeargoregeaSirs; by tradition 
REP Poaner ta Son,conveyed & preſerved 
Il that time, pure, entire, and incorrupt, 

ee from the above-named Hnconvenien- 
cies ; yea, one ſingle Trixmvirate might 
have performed this, for the whole T we 
eaſed years mentioned ; namely, Adam, 
Methuſclah, and Shem, Methuſelah living 
above Two hundred years with Adam ; 
and Shem, (who lived to the Fiftieth of 
Iſaack's Age, which was about the Two 
thouſaudih, one hundredth, and Fiftierh of 
the Age of the World) about a handred 
with Metbuſelah : But now, being that 


_ the Church: Line hath been firice far ex- 


tended, her conſticution adyancing from 
Dome tical, to National ; and from That, 


Pere 


; Eument n this one piece of Sacred Occe- 


= 
perſwaded. to co-tabernacle with Shew z) 
and moreover the Life of Man very much 
ſince curtail'd, being contrated by $a- | 
cred Horoſcope, to ſeventy, or at moſt 
eighty years; yea, very rarely protrafted | 
to that ; inſomuch, that many ſucceſſive | 
Sages of the Church, wonld not ſuffice 
to perform that now, which that one 
lingle rernion did before ; and thus the 
caſe infinitely altered 2 It followeth 


that 
for a preventive expedient againſt the 


Three. fold Inconveniency above-ſpecihed ; 


namely, oblivien, corruption, and ſuppreſe 


ſion ,, a ſcriptural and written Rule is moſt 
Convenient, And laſtly, that it is moſt 
ras to the Nature and Hovour of 
GOD, to indulge his Creatures, ſuch 
Revelation, Rule, and Direfory; is molt 
convincingly manifeſt from his own inf- 
nite Perfettions partly, and partly from 
the concerns of his Glory and Honour in 
his own Worſbip being rightly per 
formed, and his Greature's Happineſs be- 
ing fally ſecured; for, ro urge but enear- 


nomy (which is Nemeſixa's concerning 1 
Divine Providence in general) ſhould not 
God, in condeſcention co his Creature 

| ; peceſſiy 
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neceſſity and convenizncy mentioned, a s 
well as in compliance with the Interne of 
| his own Honexr therein concerned, affoi 
much bimgfych a Revelation of his Afind, "and 
| Sk | Will,and Rule of Faithand Life ;*this 
07-5 ence, or refuſal, muſt neceſfari- 
afte ly proceed,tither from want of Wi/dgm, 
je | orof will, dt of power and, ſufficiency in 
uffice God; as if either he were not Wiſe 'e- 
| ONE. |  nough, to underſtand how to gratifie his 
s the Creature, or indeed conſalrhis own in. 
vw tereſt herein z or not Gwd, Gyaciow, 4nd 
Ay Kind envaſhito his Creature, or Faithful 
enough to 


pe” elſein caſe of both Skill and ill, yer not 
(moſt | "4b; or, Sufficiens enongh bereunta : 
a But now being that God, (as js evident: 
wy the very light of Nature )-is infinite 
ſuch Wiſe, infinitely Good, und All- ſu A 
molt | "ir were deſperate reaſonable Blaſpemy 
0 in-| committed againſt Heayen, to aſſert any 
bag of doll D nll and a = — 
y of conſequence; as a ſpeciat 
\,$-| pernathral Revelation of the divine Matt 


ſs and Will, ard Rule of Faith and Life,is to 
Gat] the Creature' abſolutely Neceſſary 3-26 


x Scyipturat and Written one, moſt Cone 
val oragh moans age 


is own intereſt; to do it$ or * 


| (36) 
hijo he Yai both agire yi 6, 
1,0: r - | | 
endl wif, Fortin bet ths 
Revelation,.. | | 


4 f y,Sir, 
© That ,this. zeceſſary-cxpedient 
© lation of tte wes this Cs 
« Rule and Dire of Dzjvuie DoFrinu 
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former requiring. our Faith, 
our Obedience th in thez 
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Inſtrument, Method and 30y ney of Re- 
yelation, be for ever exploded the Churgh 
of God as ny which is devoid df 
either pre The one is a compoxyd 
; th prac 1 and . authorzragrye 

_ ed -in the Revelation z. as 
beg ever its Sacred ambar, whoſe eſ- 
ies thoſe are, oh pired 


-__ ieuted.for the only aurhenzic 


crable Canon of his gn y, the 


analyſos, akimae! reſolva , EE 


fame as their very formal 


nor be denied, partly 09306 Jager Supre- 


4 (28) 
"wmacy or poteſt ative Right by vertue where» 
nd bbet licet , "he may k as the 
_Creature*s Soveraign I enjoyn 
-and exaQt of him, whatſoever. Worſhip 
or Service, his own abſolute,' but righte= 
" ous Wl, ſhall diflare or dire& : and if 
"any of the Engliſh Clergy offer ro court 
it our aſſeat qr obedience” hereunto-as 
| , let them for ever inherir your 
© Corivempt : "The other property again, 
'(by me_ conſidered as 'relatmg to doth 
© matrrer and manner 'of Revelarron) is the 
" abſolute perfetion of the Canon, where- 
by it is conceived, as a Sacted PandetF or 
: dy, -expreſſely "or "ymplicitely, 
direcHy 'or  conſeq ;} to compre- 
" hend rhe whole Contſol of 'Grl concerning 
-all chinigs /neceffary to be xither knows 
"uhd belirved; 'or obſerviil" arid prabifea, 
fn bg tA > 5 _— pol bap- 
" pmeſs, wi much * cle - 
Prot, thir'a dock hut wil 
\ Gterare, rry in 2 due" nd-WMigent per- 
- uſal of the* ſame, attain, to'' a competent 
"if 2p" owledg "HUN?" 30 that, 
EEE 
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Worſhip, Chriftian- Faith and Obedience, 
to which thoſe two \Canonical properties 
and conditions agree, viz. that authority 
in reſpe&t both of inſpiration and inſts- 
#ionz and that al-ſufficiency in reſpeR 
both 'of matter.and manner of diſcovery z 
ſo asthat all Fascb and Obedience yielded 
tothe Revelation, muſt be reſolved into 
the veracity and ſupremacy of its Author, 
expreſſed therein as- the formal obj 

-or objeitive Reaſon of both (aſwell as 
into the aniverſally perfeBt and all- ſuffici- 
ent Teſtimony ic ſet as the material one) 3 
and not into the teſtimony eithec of 
Church- with the Papsſt, or of Spirit 
with the ' Enthyſiaft, commutting 2 
molt abſurd and putid Circle in- giving 
the reaſon of their hope ; aſſerting rhe 
ruth and autherity of the Canon, by 


| thoſe: reſpeRive' reſtimonies; and __ 
'1n areverſed method, the truth of thoſe 


"reſtimotties, (a ' being no other way 
-known-to be true) by the Canan;  there- 
"fore-ro be eq declined : Now that 


the - Revelation 'of ' God and his ' Will 


kx in the _— the OM und 

New Teſpament, us are approv 

and oli vr throughout the Refgrmed 
4 : Churches, 


(49) 
Churches, is that one only Reydation 
which is rhus both inſpired, and allo by 
eternal ſanRion, -inſftreured and j 
ted of God for the all-ſuſfici + nh 
ſolurely perfeRt Capon.of his Church, and 
that both as touching the Do@rwe therein 
contained, and its acce ſary mods of ſcrip- 
ys es _ — —_ tO Wys- 
rw '; Holy Prophets, Apoſties 
204 Evengelfie, being all by Frags 
Ghoſh, as bis — go—_ y- 
traerdmarily fied for, 5 | 
incuced. to, and nfullibly. guided! _ 
aitid in the work ; commenced by Moſes 
the firſt, and finally.coocluded and- per- 
fected by. St. Joby the lit of Canmical 
Writers; may be very rationally evicted; 
(and that to an utter excluſion not 4 
of the Fewiſh Talmudgbe $4. 
choran, | 


DEEDS TTERIITSS 


AV SEASTES BATISEYNDE 


ein 


(at) 


| Pio rmmeantotorge 4 ul- 


IP #45 thoſe of Gd, Na- 
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/fired, bur Iirewiſe recdrded, 

y qui l6?, #3 being only ae 

eyed dence eteonry 
ſtate,condirion,& exigenty of t 

which once fared." they were judged 

unneceflary ro be incorporated into the 4- 
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rt rac /uſpexency rip - 

is evicted i ” their _ 4 yi fr 

once agreed upon, t tye- 

bewy oe greed on is fa erath ihe 
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mulative miſery, denounced by St. Fobw 


the Jeff and ergo How of Canonical | 


Writers, (as hath been <A, in the. very 
- | apes Writinghs ge pln very cloſe 
Genet, Ay un ys | ſanQ1on, 
and ravf ation z So that the 
very nf of this m_—_— concern of 

and ſetling our Fab 
to the Hol _—_ vg ere the 
—— of the Amberay there 


&« js the Word: of God; 
& Revelation ; neceflarily to, be be- 
'* ligved and The m4jor, or. firſt 
Fe aqpb is acpchen of nawral 
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teſtimony, namely; chat' of the Chinrch, 
that 'of "he Scriptures themſelves, and 
that of the Holy Ghoſt , of which the 
two former onely are argumentative, the 
one as Mumane and Miniſterial; the 0- 
ther,as Divine and Canonical; as for that 
of the Holy Ghoſt, He being the efficient 
cauſe of our Faith and obedience, his 
teſtimony indeed. is moſt certainly per- 
ſwafive to a perſon's own Conſcience; but 
this teſtimony, being private and inter- 
wal, (like the Hs Manna. which no 
man knoweth, ' ſaving he that receiveth t) 
and the trath or' drvinity hereof \being 
with all opponents equally 
nable with that of the Word it ſelf; 
it can be no wayes covi#5ve to others 2 
Well then, to urge only the two formes, 
and that very briefly; As touching the 
firſt of thoſe, namely,the teſtimony of the 
Church, which I here conſider (and ob- 
ſerve it, Sir,) not under the notion of a 
Ghurch, (for as ſuch it is onely knowable 
by the Seriprares, -not they by 5t 3) bur 
as 2 colleftsve Body or ſociety of prudent 
and honeſt faithful Witneſſes, profeſiin 
and atteſting the Holy Scriptures, an 
the Religion therein preſcribed z ſo thar 


the 


(44) 
ment ſtand 


p 

& Teſtament,” is by ſuch a ſociety of prudent 
© boxe ſt aud faitbſul Wirwe ſos Xe. profeſs 
** ſed and arteſted t@ be tbe Word of God yz 
Erge, &c, The major or firſt propoſiti 
Sir, I reckon unqueſtionable with all 4- 
ebesſts and Infidels throughout the world , 
for certainly,as eſſential *nfallibility in Gad 
by vertue whereof in genere entis, he ca 
neither deceive, nor be deceived, is the 
ground of an infallible aſſurance in mat- 
ters of Divine teſtimony; ſo 2 rationd 
ind ri in a ſociety of prudent honeſt 


and faithful men, who therefore cannot 
be ſuf] tO be in genere moris, either 
deceived in themſelves, or deceivers of 0» 
thers, is a ſufficient ground of ratuad 
aſſurance, ig matter of humane teſtumeny, 
( as is that in- queſtion, - viz, a humane 
teftimeny of a d&1vins Revelation) 1 a 
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what more can be '\required in the caſe ? 
As _ _ proof of - _ or 4 

tion, all that is ired hereunto, i the 
evition of - apy newer : dens and 
faithfulneſs, of thoſe Witneſſes, qv'irhe 
rational infallbbility of themſelves 'and 
and their teſtimony, namely,that they-are 
ſuch as can neither be ſuſpeted of being 
deceived in themſelves, nor yet of any 
smpeſture or intent of deceivmg others; 
I underſtand as to our immediate 
concern in the caſe, the preſent Teftifiers 
eſpecially, without a perplexing recourſe 


- had to the firſts — rt the credze of 


the preceeding is ſtill ſucceſſively ſecured 
in the ſubſequent Churches ; being 
once perſwaded of the prudence and honeſty 
of the preſent Church, namely, that ſhe is 
ſo wiſe and prudert as not to bavye been 
decerved by the next preceeding from 
whom ſhe received the Scriptures ; and fo 
honeſt and ingennous as not $0 deceive the 
Reader, or myſelf, or the gext enſuing ; 
a y es oF hy me 

prudence and-boneſt y,and conſequerit- 
ly | rational infalibility in the former 3 
and ſo in;the next to- that, and ſo. on to 


the very Apoſtles and firſt wieneſſes: Now 
then, 


(46) 
then, Let the intelleFuals and morals z the 
wi/dom,prudence,and d;ſcretion.the honeſty, 
fidelity, and integrity of the preſent Wit- 
nefſcs of wy —_ = ms Betis 
be imparrially ſcann'd ; all c 
with the multitude of the Teſbifiers 
(a wiſe man may ſometimes both be de. 
ceived and decerve, but a multitude can 
hardly, if evers in regard of choice of 
eur in _ = _ = _—_— in 
of for ery} tne p C8 ry an 5 
of the teſtimony, and conſt nent, bs 
lyableneſs to convidtion, if falſe or frax- 
dulent ; GASES REES | 
and- quiet ; honour, credit, and r i- 
on, +" 4 pleaſures and wad & a 


ts; means of ſubſiſtence, liberty , yea, 
ife it ſelf, which that Teſtimony and Pro- 
feſſion expoſeth to : a praftice quite con- 
trary to the Law of Nature, which ob- 
ligeth to ſelf-preſervation, but that it is 
warranted by thoſe higher ſevere lawes of 
AMortification and Self--deniak Cc, asto 
all rhoſe endearments, preſcribed inthe 
Scriptures, by them z which whe- 
ther obſerved, Cod ref vo 
tain conviction of a faithful teſtimony, 
obſervance being marter of credn ter 
"1" amo 
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tirito ; 11on-obſervance of diſgrace,which by 
Prey the profeſſion, might be avoi- 
ded ; and laſtly,the v+gilancy, ſubtilty,and 
porency of Enemies and opponents , paſt 
and preſent ; for whom it was, and is eafie * 
in caſe of xy tak » at once both to 
dete(t and to deſtroy z who yet either have 
been wholly - ſent under the pablick, at- 
teſtations of Sacred Truth, or have ad- 
ded thereunto their own acknowledgments, 
( inſtances whereof, Hiſtory abounds 
withal) ; or laftly, have diſputed the ſame 
with the ſword,rather then with argument, 
though the, (raves of Hell niever could 
rior ſhall prong herein : Let thoſe | ay, 
arid the like, be all duly ſcann'd and com- 
pared together 3 and then undoubtedly, 
the concluſion,can be no other, then that 
the Teſtifiers and Wunſſes of theRevela- 
tion (or Dottrine confirmed by Mira- 
cles,) contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New. Teſtament, are and have 
been a prudent, honeſt, and faithful So- 
ciety, which cah, or could neither be ſuſ-. 
Gelked of Erroxr, or of being deceived in 
themſelyesz rior yet of im s, hav or int- 
tent of deceiving others; and conſequently, 
that this ſame Word or Revelation by 
- D chem 
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them thus atteſted and profeſſed, is of 
2 truth the Word of God : At leaftwiſe 
the whole may be of ſuch vertue and in. 
fluence as to bepget in us that veneration 
and reverend eſteem for thoſt T eflifiers, 
and the Scriptures by them teſtified, to. 
gether with the Religion which accordi 
ro the preſcripe theredf they profeſs, as 
to bring us to the Bible, and to perſwade 
usto a reſearch of the Scriptures with the 
applauded Bereans, whether things be ſa 
as is reported z (without which, take no. 
tice, my teſtimony for the Scriptures, 
ought ro be of more force with yo 
then yours 4g4i»ſt them, can be expedted 
ro be with me, mine being with you one- 
ly 'of ſuſpefted partiality z yours with 
me, of maexifeſt prejudice;) and then 
are we a dlgþ 1 already , for, Sir, 
the Divine Autbority of the Scriptures 
may convincingly appear to one thus pre- 
pared by the ſubo inate and 5 ory 
Fr way of the Gr, from the 
uperiour Teſtimony of the Scriptures 
themſelves (the ſecond thing GG 
to be ſpoken ad br wy that evidence 
which may be colle&ed from the intrine, 
ſeck charaFers and cogniJances of Di- 
. vinky 
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vittity as ſo many dignifying preroga- 
roms. enſtamp*d upon the Word it ſelf; 
as that which «dp 'avrs Lye 73 yodgqur (as 
faith Arbaneſras) as in a manner ſelf-maui- 
feſtative ;, and hence (which is remarka- 
ble ) frequently likened to the objets or 
mediums of our nataral ſenſes, as light, 
voice and my ſmell, ſavour and taſte, 
= and hear, &c. whence any that hath 
is ſenſes exerciſed to the diſcerning here- 
of, may gather, that as the things men- 
tioned doe indemonſtrably diſcover them- 
ſelves to be what _—_— fo the Holy 
Scriptures whereof thoſe are figurative 
reſemblances, doe infallibly prove them- 
ſelves to be Divine : Now theſe three or 
four ChiraGers of the Scriptures ſeem 
of all others to be. more eſpecially argu- 
mentative and convidtive of their Divinity 
to natural Conſcience ; namely, r. the ma- 
jeſty of their file, witneſs thoſe many 
majeſtich, Titles. of Divinity, which the 
Author doth: therein aflume to himſelf, 
(which I muſt not hear recount) impor- 
ting either 1dependency of bezwg, or wn- 
verſality of perfeition, Or abſolute power 
authority, or excellency of operation, 
&c. but all-no leſs then Devinuy z, and 
| D 2 amongſt 
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amongſt other particulars, that mas;. 
ſterial affidavit ——T bus ſaith the Lord, 
familiar to the Holy Scriptures, and pre. 
tended to inno writings in the world be. 
ſides: 2, The rranſcendency, ſpiritual. 
ty, and ſandity of the matter and' con. 
rents, both in doltrines and duties; the 

reat myſteries of the Godhead ard god. 
Gneſ ; three diſtintt per ſons, in one nature, 
in the one; two diftintt natures, in one 
perſon, in the other : the myſtery of 4. 
verſe,yea adverſeborth natwres and perſons 
united in one Covenant; the myſtery of 
Regeneration 3/ the myſtery of the Reſur- 
ml and other Dottrines & Duties 
as oppolite ro man*s corrupt Ws ,as theſe 
are to his Reaſon, as the doftrines of 
original ſin; the impotency of pure na- 
turals, in ſpirituals; the ſervitude wnd 
Bondage of Free-Will, &c, the duties of 
mortificatios of the Fleſh, ſelf - denial, 
and that ſtrange retaliation of evil with 
good, and harred with returnes of Love, 
&c, infallible marks of $an#4ty, as isalſo 
knally the univerſal rendency and intend- 
ment of the whole contexture ; namely, 
the exaltation and advancement of God, 
and debaſewent of the Creature, (hoo 
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liar to Holy Writ, beyond all other what« 
ſoever : 3. Fhe ſincerity and smparriality 
of the Writers and Compilers, who ap- 
pear to be ſo far from concealing, that on 
the contrary,they have faithfully divulged 
upon Record, each other*s, nay, almoſt 
each his own defaults and infirmnes ; 
Moſes, bis Grand-farber Levs's iniqui- 
!y 3 his Brother Aaror?s [dolatry z bis 
and his ſiſter Miriams ſedition, and his 
own faulth Inn : David, Moſe's 
raſhneſs and inconſederacy, and his own 
Aurther and Uncleanneſs': the Evange- 
hſts, their very Maſter's humane infir- 
mites, as hunger, thirſt, wearmeſs, fear, 
&c. and their own dulneſs of wider- 
ſtanding z impertinent Queries; St. Fobn's 
and Jame's ambition; Thomas's incredue 
lity 3 'Peter*s triple denial of his Lord and 
Maſter, recorded by St. Mark, his own 
Diſciple ; Paul's diſſention with Barnabas, 
and acceſſary guilt of Stephen's Death, 
recorded by St. Luke his own Follower : 
St.Panl, Peter's Fndaizing, and bis own 
Blaſphemy and _— &c, an un- 
queſtionable conviction of the faithful» 
neſs and truth of their Teſtimony, not 
to be match'd by any Writers whatſo- 
D3 ever 
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ever beſides, 4- And laſtly, the j alibilsty 
and veracity of their Oral the pre» 
diftions themſelves are recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures, the accompliſhment of 
them is ſufficiently atteſted, partly 'by 
Humane Hiſtory, partly by experience 
and (to argue with Belarmie) if Scrip. 
*« rural prediltions of things to come, 
F« be rrue, as is approved by the event, 
&« why not ſcriptural atteſtation: of things 
preſent ? All which duly conſidered what 
peruſer of thoſe Sacred Digeſts, will nor 
afſent to and conclude wpon the Divine 
Authority of the fame ? till this ſame 
aſſent introduced by the Teſtimony of the 
Church, as the preparative medium by 
which ( per won proprer) our Faith and 
obedience in and to the Holy Scriptures 
———_— in euros yg h not of 

ignity, pre-engaged, be perfected and 
—_ os — perſwaſion, by the 


concurrent certificative T eſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as the efficient cauſe thereof 
(exerted in, if diftint from, the admira- 
ble efficacy of the Dotrine it ſelf, upon 
the mind and judgment, the heart, will, 
and affeRions, *o.) namely, that the 
Revelation, (thar is 


e dotrine — 
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by miracles, both co-atteſted canomnically 
in the Scriptures, and miniſterially by 
the Church) contained in the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament, (as they are 
approved and received throughout the 
Reformed Churches) is of a truth zhe 
Word of God, &c. 

There be ſeveral other Secondary and 
Collateral arguments of the Divinity of 
of the Scriptures, as the ceſſation of Gen- 
tile- Oracles; the ſubverſion of Page % 
Idols by vertue hereof, like the fall of Da- 

before the Ark; the implacable Aſa- 

ce, rage and fury of Satan and his ac- 
complices againſt rhemzthe Divine Fudge - 
ments upon their inveterate Opponents ; 
the invincible courage, conſtancy, and re- 
ſolution of their Confeſſors and Martyrs , 
the quality of the Prophets, Apoſtles, and 
Evangeliſts,their firſt P wbliſhers and IWri- 
ters ; the admirable preſervation of them 
=_ all oppoſition z the confeffion of 
dverſaries, Jews, Gentiles, Sibylls, 
Phyloſophers, Weathens and Heretickz, 
&c, rouching the divine truth thereof 
And alſo ſeveral ether Internal markes 


— of Divinity, as autiqui- 
iY, con of parts, [4 ſicacy of doftrine 
4 an 


(54) 
2nd the like : But the former being only 
known to us by humane Teſtimony, it is 
Plain, that the pradence, and 4 cretun, 
the honeſty and integrity of the preſent 
Witneſſes of the Divmity of the ſerip- 
tures, as perſons Rationally Infallible, or 
ſuch as cannot in reaſon be ſuſpeRed of 
any ,cither at:ve or paſſive deceit & 5 
ſtare in the caſe; is & mult to any nor” 4 
rate perſon appear to be equivalent to all 
the reſt, and a more ſure and compendions 
argument for faxing and ſetling of our be- 
lief in the particular ;5 The latter I have 
omitted, as not ſo argumentative Or con- 
wittive to natural- Conſcience, (which I 
have here more eſpecially addreſſed my 
endeavour to) as the others above urged, 
Burt that none may wonder why I ur 
not here the argument of miracles, whi 
others of the greateſt Fame lay ſuch a 
main ſtreſs upon, I will give you and the 
world this brief account of it ; Afiracles 
are conſiderable in reference to the caſe in 
hand, but two ways,namely,as either mat- 
ter of Divine teſtimony, co-atteſted t0- 
gether with the dottrine by them conbr- 
med, canoncally in the Scriptures 3 Or 
elſe as matter of bumane teſtimony, £0- 
att 
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atteſted together with the ſaid doctrine, 
miniſterially in & by the Church; (as hath 
been vreaſſerred):Now in ſhorr, $:7,under 
neither confideration,are Miracles,or can 
they rationally be ſuppoſed to be, the ar- 
gument of our Faith, bur only the partial 
Objet thereof, as matter of Divine teſti- 
mony(as hath been ſaid) in the Scriptures, 
and matter of Humane - teſtimony in the 
Church; and therefore requiring a cor- 
reſpondent aſſent to both : Where, for a 
further account of my ſelf, I crave leave 
to Remonſtrate againlt a very Eminent 
and worthy Divine of the quorum of the 
Glergy by you contemned, now living , 
who in a Book as noted as himſelf, holds 
this of Miracles for the main convicive 
Argument of the Divine Axthority of the 
3 rar as though beſt now, becauſe ſuch 
of old, which is a meer fallacy, a nor 
cauſa pro cauſa, partly, and partly, ab 
accidente ; for Firſt, to argue ab abſurds 
from his own Hypotheſis, namely this, 
That which Chriſt Lola in bis time uſed 
as the beſt argument to prove the Drome 
Authority of ns doltrine, 1s the bejt ftll ; 
to which I ſubſume ; Bur ſo it is, that 
that of viſuble miracles, was the beſt argu- 
ment 
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ment which Chriſt uſed to prove the Divine 
autherity of bis doftrine z making the 
Ear-witneſſes of the one, Eye-witneſſes 
of the other, as infallibly demonſtrative 
ſigns and ſeals of Divinity; and then the 
conclufion followeth full of abſurdity , 
v7, that that of viſible miracles (obvi- 
ous to ow7 Eyes, as thoſe were which he 
wrought in the dayes of his fleſh, to his, 
nw fro) is the beſt ent that 
can be uſed till ro vrove the Divini of 
his do{Frine, (the ſcriptares)s or, (which 
is all one) Chri# muſt re-deſcend into 
the world,and work New miracles (viſible 
as his may before he cat have New cor- 
verts; Abſurd |! Again, If that which 
Chriſt himſelf uſed as the beſt Arguonent 
to prove the Divinity of his rine , 
(which is known to have beef vſoble 
miracles) be the beſt ſtill, then are we 
under an unavoidable neceſſity of incur- 
rage ſame guilt, ro wit, not-convittien 
poſitive unbelief,, (or; in the ſame Au- 
thors ns, (whi + do rapiers = 
pute) the ſin againſt the Holy | 
thoſe pears Infidels in the dayes of 
Chriſt, through- our being deſtirute of 
the ſame proviſions agiitlt it, _ 
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ſible miracles ;, Nay more, we are under 
x neceſſity of incurring (in, without poſſibi- 
lity of remedy, ——— a neceſſicy of ſinning, 
through want of rhe preventive, viſible 
miracles, without poſſibility of reme- 
dy, becauſe the pofirive unbelief mention- 
ed, and fi againftthe Holy Ghoſt (if thoſe 
be diſtin) are known by ſcriprure-ver- 
dit ro be wnpardmable, this groſs abſur- 
dity followeth by neceſſary conſequence, 
& how ty ge. yoo" 
the Wiſdome, Goodneſs, Holineſs, Pe 
ſtice of God, the ing of ſuch a thing 
were, is caly to derermine: Thirdly 
Dilemmatically, that Reverend Author 
muſt neceflarily conſider miracles either 
as Recorded in the Scriptures, or, as Re- 
_ by the Ebxrch; (for as viſible they 

e peculiar ro Chriſt's Contemporaries 
and Eye-witneſſes ) If as Recorded in the 
Scriptures , as ſuch they being part of the 
Divine teflimony, which is this complex, 
the Doltrine of Chriſt confirmed by Mira- 
cles, they are not the Argument, but the 
Objet of our Faith; and we believe not 
the Fcriptares for the Miracles, bur the 
Airacles for the Scriptures, as part of 
the ſacred narrative,and together with the 
Doltrme 


(58) 
Doitrine-by thera confirmed, and joyntly 
with them therein Recorded, the Collate. 
ral Objet of our belief: If again as Re. 

ed by the Church; then by my Authors 
Bivinay, the teſtimony of the Church, is 
the main, or beft Argument that can be 
uſed, to prove the Devine Autbority of 
the Scriptures 3 A train of Abſurdities | 
and if we abſtra&t from the teſtimony of 
both Scriptures and Church , let any tell 
me what ſignificancy Afiracles are of in 
the caſe : The Author (I afſare you) is a 
perſon approved for Eminent,both Learn. 
ing and Piety,, and indemnified from your 
wo extenuative Charatters, of which in 
their due placez but perſonal reſpeds 
muſt vail to the intereſt of the truth; 
I can ealily declare with him, that I be- 
lieve that Do&rixe to be of God, which is 
confirmed by undeniable Miracles z I can 
as eaſily declare, that I believe all true 
Miracles to be of God, becauſe they ex- 
ceed all created power ; but the critical 
Query in the caſe, (by him omitted) is, 
how ſhall one be affured, that ſuch Mire- 
cles were ever wrought (as Chrilt's 
rarning of Water into Wine, for inſtance, 
his Ra:ſing of Lazarus from the Deny 
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bis Curing of all manney of Diſeaſes, &c.) 
for confirmation of his Ds@rine? the two 
former, one may,by the very light of na» 
tare, be aſſured of, and yet queſtion the 
laſt: This certainly is no otherwiſe At 
teſted; then firſt in a ſecondary and ſubſer- 
vient order by the Church, as a Miniſte- 
rial mean of conveying to us, the truth 
of marter-of Fact; and next, in a ſaperiour 
order by the Scriptures themſelves, as the 
the Canonical Records of the fame ; and in 
both,” in. conjunRtion with the Dodtrae 
by chem confirmed ;' and both Do@rie 
and Aracles, as the complex and con- 
juni} objei# of our Faith, equally credible 


upon / Sa 3 which Faith is (as hath 
ng laid) by the CONCKrrent rake 
inward illumination and motion of the pub 
lick: ſpirir of the Holy Scriptures, viz. the 
Holy: Ghoſt, ripened inro this firm per - 
ſwaſion,” that the Revelation contained in 
the Seriptares of the Oldand New Tefta- 
ment; that 'is; both the Dofrine it elf, 
and the narrative of the! Miracles , by 
which it was confirmed, as collateral parts 
and' contents thereof, is of a truth the 
Word, not of Man, nor Angel, but of 
GOD himſelf, andthe onely aurbemrick 
| Canm 
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Canon, and Rule, of Divine faith,worſhip, 
and obedience 3 which, I thank God, 1am 
as much confirmed in the belief of, not 
onely to ſpeak, with Campian in another 
r{waſion , quam me' vivere", 23 that T 
- live, but as ſurely as that there is a God 
by whom 1 live , elſe had long ere now 
become a miſerable prey -n _ Adver- 
faries, who are ever obſerved primarily 
(as you do) to atraQt their 
in the ſcriptural foundation, and that 


eſpecially in irs very - 
ly, the Divine | rang bo here 
and I hope, 1 . Thus, 


Sir, I bave gone a great way about, to 
bring you by the neareſt way bome ,, at 
leaſtwiſe, if not. to gaww upon as & 

"qe yet to guard your 2- 


you, as an Enemy: And-now Tl. 


Proſe 

Chall you ro do your Worſt. the 
hurt will be your own, none of ane, nor, 
I hope, of bs, being that | have arm'd. 
him with an Antidote, he ſhall not need 
to fear (what. 1 fangs en in 
the next place, viz.) your Fx4m- 
ple : And indeed, $57, your whole Rhap- 


ſody ſeernes to be nothing elſe bur a coo« 


tinued exerplsppcarion of your —_ 
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and Blaſpemy, expreſled in depreciating, 
exennng, devaing What .in —_ 
lies, nulli the Divine Authority of 


the Holy Scriptures, and that in the moſt 


rial Promiſes, Invitations , Preceps, 
Koh pa mygrnnng. <p way z Which, 
you, by your foul ;ndex expurge- 
torius, expunge them the ſacred Canon, as 
belike you have them.your Creed, let.the 
remainder þe branded for Apecryphal for 
me; for (to inſtance in ins t greg» 
ter Promſe is there recorded in the 
whole Book of God," then that in Aſala- 
chs Lie Bw of Beets tar my Name, 


heaing in of & neſs ariſe with 
aling in his Wings +. Or Tovitation, 
then that of Iſaiah :=—— Ho, every one 


that thir ſteth—— come ye, buy and eat ; 
Jes, come buy Wine and Milk_withour mo» 
ney, 1d without price F Or Precepr, then 
that early ſuw-2mens in our Saviour's trien- 

al 1 Ing :——Repent, for the King- 
dom of Heaven i at band ? Or Narra- 
oy hap that of St. Fob :— Ged fo 
oved the Warld, that be gave bis only be- 
otzen Son, that whoſorger believerh in 
jan, ſhould not perifb, , but have Everlaſt- 


| 445 4.Or ie Farah what of 6.Ban, 
bs | > s 


(62) | 
= This is a faithful ſayins," and wort 

of all Accepration, "hat pc Feſus vir 
imo the World ro "Save Sinners © 4. 
And whar' a poor jefane, dilute, ertpty 
Hiſtory were the Volume of "Holy Serip- 


ruve, "(and conſequently how helpleſs and | 


moft tmouſly'de d pre 

ned by yout ſelf*-aritf proſtiruted to Co. 
rempe \in-others, (for which you miſit'be 
xeromptable) \ wirmefs thoſe but 
blaſphemous Lutveriicks, with whit you 
Criticize thereupon; viz; © that "of "The 
Moon of | Rig htcouſeſs upon” the"firſt; 
A ſpiritual Sack. piſſet upon the next, The 
Soup of Sorrow, atid Pullers-earth 


rrition, upon the rhird;Thar of theDanpÞ- | 
ter of | God, and \ Daxphin' of ew 


upon the fourth 5\and that of a ot 
mas- Feaſt,confiſting'of Three Di 7 

upoithe laſt, and the like ; whi who 
bur Your ſelf carreither read, or __ 
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without. Horrour ? I gueſs what your 
Reply might be here, nawely, that you 
have onely tranſcribed the &laſphe mes of 
others, to wit, thoſe of the Clergy, &c. 
But then remember, $7, what che duQrine 
of the Coil Law is (approved with all 
civil men) above alledged, namely, that 
Publication without Vurdhcation, is impls- 
cite Accnſation , eſpecially in a caſe of 
of ſuch 'an univerſal concern as are the 
Holy Scriptures, which your own inte« 
reſt therein had obliged you to vindi- 
cate, bur rhat (it is plain) you have re- 
nounced 4, In ſhort then, 

mater of. fa& to be matter of ſad truth; 
namely, that ſome unhappy Clergy-men 
have , to che diſgrace of their funition; 
Religion, and Seripenres , committed 
ſuch horrid Blaſphemies, (whieh as yet 


 Idonot enquire into, but merhinks if az 


ny ſuch be, you ſhould *have by name, 
fingled them vut of the fociery, to their 
delerved contempt), this will not juſtify 
youin what I charge you wirhal ; It be- 
ing manifeſt, rhat you have nor only <-, 
valged thoſe Blaſpbemies, but divulged 
them without the lealt vwndication of the 
Holy Serigtures, Rylegion, &c. thereby'fo 

E oreatly 


( 64) 


tly damnifyed and diſpa , \Whick 

Cas bath been ſaid) is an implicte Joyn« 
ing of ifſues with the -arkt 4 ers; 
nay., that you do induſtriouſly 
out your Letters, betray and- proſtitute 
the (ame to accumnulative tin.the 
Laity, and that with all imaginable atti- 
fice and advantage of an extemporary and 
occaſional witt ( tO uſe your own idiom ih 
your, own praiſe) that curſed Volupia 10 
whoſe unballowed 5 Bogen have pre- 
ſumed to devote and facrifice God's own 
Word and: Oracles, (though you might 
eaſily -bave made experiment thereof up- 
on-another- Theam at a much - cheaper 
rate than that is like to prove; of adven 
roo Ig with a two-edged _—__ 
plainer inſtance or argument 0b 4+ 
thesſm 2 Bus for: a:further and fuller.ex- 
hu yp and conviction hereof, 1 
will firſt prompt your Reader with this 
rule, that as in the-facred Decade or Ten 
commandements : ifs: particular, ſo in-the 
red Serjptares-in general, be rhatef- 
ends in any one poing, is by Divine vet» 
dict guilty of al, to wit ; intenſovely, in te» 
wed, the Divine - authority of the whales 
violated in any one particular, —_ * 


BB RiONngtGe TH 


© 


ys = 
"IJ. .# - 


IST SS 


Et Hit 


(hd) 
or influance irperticaler; nm 
Cr eds © Port ;( and the whoſt 
conſequentrally in ) aduſled; 
ated,and what in you lieth,exuuttora ed; 1 
do in the next place, recommend t6 your 
Readers peruſal, a few peyerof your ſe. 
cond Letter noted in my Margent, where 
he ſhall- find futh a Scheain of fareriows 
Atheiſm;' 261 believe; he never read the 
like of, all his life>ricie ; and this exem- 
plified-in a ſuppoſed Gentlman (perſonss 
ring your (elf n ſhews 


extemporary and Letc 1. 


wier, in abuſing bs Holy Strip.'p, 17, 


twresy in your own « words, us: 
much reſembling ſome «+ 14 1od+ Spe; 
or one of your" high:bred "Mets; dex- 
rrous inthe gentile ſtrain, in 2 breath to 
damn himſelf, and humble» ſervant others} 
a Bartholomew- Gentleman,1 dare (ay\eaft 
of all;-as' being known to be' no affeRer 
of ceremonies of Srate(which this Generoſd 
abounds' in) more than of Church , "bd 
education not ſerving him for the one; 
more4han- his judgment for the other 
Well, this ſame Gentleman, alias the Ar 
thor of he t of © Relsgion, 'is 
ſed'to-be intended for dinner, /( 

a feaſt-of luxarious brridadoey and efews 
ov go" E 2 had) 


Son. 4h 
wn $5 


190. 
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| S : Led the find-«, _ 
y appiycd 
narrow Aly, (a bad 


7G y Ge, 


leaf ſhall be frſp 3 
and the wo 
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(an inſtance whereupon 
you ſhould rather have' oF 
brick en3,-commended- 


Sig Feraſaloes, te _ Apojtis's , 


that Gs the firece + Ot! Sutronr *042- 
vitation of relief, Como wie me all youhet 
labuir and are beavytaton, and | wr 
FF bi vio «Yes pos, 
bikes © "Pani 
, und Apollor' ay water, but be 'ss 
Goa who fue? thee witteaſe';, to every wi 
tov» beaver; Ke. } am refolyed to odd ond 
more, but what 'i9*tnouphy ro hat yr 
yoo Ages dinmne# We0'-B iſh at2ars” fe 
— with" ſaved wvenſils, 5 this 
with greater' coſt; ſacred rex#y, - 
ood; the whole inco"+ TYupedyy you ety 
OED endare? thav be Mitjifter 
preface fron. LT or 


= s your P re harps, ao 
eqed\ and Edo 
= bis beers Fiber 
forbear the p— a 
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how will you like to-eud with big, whom 
you -can-ſo. licrle.. eadure'; the Miniſter 
begin avith'2.- though | you--have 

no-x Kingdom to loſe, yet- you bave chat 
which is, or ought to' be equally ormore 
dear.4o0 yoty therefore capable of as fa- 
tal a Peres O full of all:fabrilty 
and miſchief, thow. Child of the Devil, thou 
py of - y Wilt thou not 


age 


0t:Pogen, doth more deſerve.o de-ran- 
ked ito that predicameny, A 
eAntbor- - the- comgeripe Of the 


hex Gen 


perſonated by that 
Gomienan mon more gy 
ignominious, blaſphemous predicates, 
Ne ent eres Fowh with 

r; 

all; then be bath ? Awen- Giant Leihias 
Rule, Livins's Decades ſoy avi abler? 
Niſeof wax | Inky- 3 | | azar Do- 
Leqror 4 and 


Grefs !- Dumb, thizn 
around (ch reproabiul epubrr vv - 
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, } (69) ] ' 
not reflected: a greater affront, i 
ny;.and diſparagement upon the #/ 
Scriptures, tothe infringing and oulli 
mg, -what Man or Devilcan, theit ſacred 
authority, then bath your debafing proft- 
txtion thereof ; and again, what greacer 
inſtance or argum:ot of eLthesſm ? For 
eppoſition and exaltationgini natarriy buy 
urs Zicarue, againſt Religion and againit | 
God (or a Deity it ſelf, )is a-manter 3ndovs- # 
daal and inſeparable in j1;{elf, as well avin 
eAntihrot's charatter , lo that you may 
monoy terms wrnornr yrenr ly x or 
enguary of contempt againlt ;. 1 leave 
the application oe Kean woutes | 
lol fes ou may probably. 
one Ceatabeltedoherceivg 
Homer's Iliades and Odyſſes, or {irgi's Let. 1. 

E vange/cal and Propberical writings gthe P42 9. 
former, a5 containing - »y/t1caly. bouks 
Con nels as GEE OWS>, 
you 3 general, for a pr« —__ = 
ey,"\Wherein you tell -your-Correſpon- Lert.2, 
dent,. he may find all preflicel Divinity pag 143: 
ſum'd up,. caſes: of, Conſcience reſolved , 
controverſies decided; &5. : (06 wonder, | 
you tearm, him Chriſtian and Proteſtant) ' 
the other, as comprehending) a body of 
| E 4 Dromuy 


» 


215 


616 . Dottrune and tnremvons of our" ; 


read of one converted by - args 


owr, farher*d. upon - a Nome,” (wins 
Hee or ſelf 3"tor-1 dare wy chere- ras 
ent in-aniter rio) z indeed 1 have 


ue," bur” have ſuſpended my 


of it hithertoy ir may de you are themas 3 


Lett.1. profeatty evet«ſtoek?d with profe ſors of Did 


vinity ; thus Anrow's fruitful Kats Os 
| | yp 
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well af of other Commodities; with which thi 
Natreney epereſtoel(dy, the other iv « (þ3: Lett.r. 
11 al ofeffors and Pulp: Pp 119, 
(as'yow-ace ſometimes pleaſed -to fi 
them) an” Expedition: to anccher 


Sir, chat 
6gbr 


mot 
ble adven- 


Holy Land,. not ſaffice 
to reducethe number 5 bur fotk w_—_ 
and of fall;-is is all orieto you, 
decomes of either :Coarge Or «Ar wadsy 
ſo there be but 4 riddanice to the 
Nation -0f fauchicamber-ground- [1 
thar is of- 087-Gavdd#; Lights, F aftors 
Srors and Overſeers! (We ar deholderf 
to you Swr,) atd what thet ſequeſ*here- 
: of 


67 the Chand 
o8 thazof the Cor lers os Minis - 


may. Theres thouſand ſtrong s- 


befides. a great 
EE = 
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the Reman Tyrant? of old,: inthe,cale- of 
Chriſtians, whom they tormented for z 


rom wry er A is nor / ry Pu or 


ro'three parrs,” and Mx henſans itt each _ 
tis \ that one of thoſe is 
way under their facred Lab###m for che 
Holy« Land, unanimouſly reſ6lved -to be 
ge rognd fip'd off among 
pre £ ae bd za 
; with winch 
popu bar en 'd, ws muctr par tefte 
bk es flovymeriy cures ofbe oe 
s ro t $ 
bis by digging, ih grounds, or mites ate 
1 hve upon. it;: and 
all this {moworomnia 4; by. A. of. Parls- 
GS boy judiciqus: 
Ghoſt- 
a; all hip'# 
rid of themz 


quite! hd exapored pow ! I doubt 
gots thete- is 4-2et114  behinde frill, and Fr 
the 


4! 
- 


4 - - 
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(74) 
[the nuſchief-of all) rhe'ofite-in und with 
them ,- the autober of perfovs rarrieved, 
but «be fonrtt;on ſtill continges in the re- 
mainder z and whilſt there-is 2 


Afeme and JacenſeF and char hb lacks 
ſtrain of dinlett,; 23 deſerves the ſevercſt 
aghens bn wy” eo but 1 yeferr” 
rhar \ piece your--Reader * 


"Tre, | 
gems Art eh reg Aro of out 
Nell ererming: (who know hit! 


ary by-whoſe"'J arent 


particular! F perſwadeqmy Tels, -(s-of-ge- 
_ amhority with all chr areobernmt 
ncerning 


>” in 
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© in a fit manner, to expreſs and enlar 
«« the defires of his heart in this Dur 


« or defire anything as we ſhoul4:2:Some 
& natural endowments and abilrmes dilpo- 
«+ fiog/us for this Gofr, as readineſs of ap- 
oY 


prehenfon, 
bs dernels of aftction, confidence and vo- 
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* wants, and the Mercics: beſtowed upoh 
<< us, that'we may be able to rxpreſs the 
* thoughts and diſpoſitions of our. minds 
* concerning thera, in ſuch a decent form, 
** as may excite both in- our- ſelves and 
« oxhers, ſuitable afteRions; The firſt of 
© theſe is by. fome, Kiled rhe ry 1p 
*© Prayer; the ewo latter, oft 
, &c, This, S5r, i Dieſe Des 
Qrine z a ler that Clergy-Aſan under< 
t that pretends to other 

Giſe or es i 4 is here defcri«. 

But now, what do you think; will - 
the World Judge of you, who advance: 
an 4-D and «llirerare Heitor imn0 
, with a Learned and 
Reverend Prelave? for you undertake, 
Sr, ( 10 recriminate you from your 
own cenſure) ſub nomme pene, 


that ſhares his time berween $ 

7, heſhnckiopics tunint Gabgalh 

ſing he does, not pus in ſometimes an Oath, 

in fea of, © Lerd, (and 2 God | dans 
him, by the common Law of autocatacry- 
in ſtead of Ged bleſs bim,) ſhall maken 
welbworded, and «ff ett:onarte Projer 
ib cf f ales ome 


"I 
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the, Flood (Conremproof the Clergy, \ 
, amongſt the reſt) Shichofual drew 
forth as —_ and as deep Groans, 
as any of the greateſt pretenders to that 
Gift, or Spirit; that 1s to ſay,asany Pray- 
er of the Brſhop himſelf, now mentioned, 
he being of the 'number of thoſe preten- 
ders, as you are pleaſed to entitle them : 
And if this be nor reſt ſufficient co'tbe 
World, of "what Spirit you are of, I will 
forever abjure all Spiric - diſcerning; facul+ 
ty; and I doubt not but this one fgnes 
tare of it, will ſerve to debaſe your cre- 
dit for ever with any impartial Reader, 
art _ juſt —_— t wr 
our proj principle of eArbes 
on that I ſingle out rr matchleſs in» 
ſtances of your extemporal and occaſional 
Wit, which,let me tell you,none bur ſome 
ynſandtified Fumſter for your Helter, 
will eyer-afford an Amen to, or reckon 
other then facetious villany, & remember 
fora check to it; Noah's: Flood, 
(mentioned 'in your He@or's | Litany) 
be paſt z yet St. Peter's” Fire is Kill 26 
come, Which all your holy Water caonat 
quench : - Ignorant Poor, Clergy indeed | 
if a profligate Heitor- Rampant P—_ 


-- 
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vie them in their facalry, being no- fur- | 
ther hallowed -then with your omſide | 
conſecration of a dowble Cap, Caſock and 

Girdle ! | 


part of 

| Preaching z 
aſſertion, Fir, in rhe 
Words of foie great Parren, (an Int. 


made,pottibly Theres 
adgpt No only that ſach Preach. 


is wſual C in the Charch of E 
Cs Cndnane of 8danimy od 


then the means 10 it ;, and the explication 
of what you intend by the epnbere , 
»ſaal, you reſerve to rhe rome, Cee, 
bot what 1 will giveche World co-under- 
Rand preſemly, and yet h with no 
other then your own #eiffer : * Thar 
Preachins of the Word of by per 
ſons of Holy Order duly authoriſed and 

lifed hereunto is a Dome Jnſtirmen: 

ſuch Prexching is the ordinaty meanes 
of Salvation ; and 1 at the Pre 


in the Church of England (of 
ler vindication- hereafter) i fi She 
(and 1 in ber)'is obliged £0 e till She 


fee benter Auphoriey for akeripg of ber 
Crd 


BA 


EESEEDE EA REPO ST FEAPMSGCS 


799) 
Creed or - Clergy #hen you or your 
Maſters are like to produce in baſte : Bur 
the emiphaſss of your afſertion lyeth inthe 
adjuntt, viz, uſual, with which you eps- 
thet the Preaching by you tax'd; and 
what you intend by »ſwal Preaching in 
the Church of England, mult be traced 
by its extreams or oppoſites; Now then, 
the extream Or oppoſite of uſual Preaching 
muſt either be, 1. Extraordmary bigh,per- 
tormed in the Holy Tongues, Hebrew and 
Greek , through an »mmediate 5lapſe 
and inſpiration of an infallible Spirit z and 
if ſo,.Chriſtus corpore | P aulus ore ! ng 
thing leſs will ſerve your turn then, then 
($, we 5771 wiſh ) the audible Prea- 
chin Chriſt or an Apoſtle in perſon, 
viſibly. re-incorporated into the Charch+4 
or elle, 2. Extraordinary low and mean, 
pollibly by way, of preſcribed Homily(the 
Church ſpeaking in this, as the Spirir, in 
the former) bur this you know is perfor- 
bro by the meaneſt Deck, - Alan (one 
of your Contempribles) though never 
Maſter of other Language or Literature 
then what he may owe to a Mothers , 
Nurſes, or School. Dames diſcipline : or 
3. Extraordjnary in reſpet of Church 
F Office, 


© 
. - —<————_—— _ 
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Office, order and degree, as being per- 
formed onely by Primates, or Prelates, 
&c, but nenher do I take this to be the 
meaning of your unuſual Preaching z for 
belides the great breach of charity implied 
in it, (as if all the Preachers in the Church 
of England were Hinderers of Salvation, 
except  onely ewo ſaving Graces, and 
twenty four Dommical Vertues ) if once 
the inferiour order and Body of the 
Clergy be brought into Contempr, Iam 
ſare the AMMoft and Right Reverend mm 
muſt look to ſhare in the Deſtiny; - Or 
elſe. laſftly,——but of that anon. 

Ir is not a linle obſervable, Sir,(& I boge 
your Reader will ſegſe you accordingly ) 
that while you expoſe our Preachers to 
the contempt of the Lauzy, you amuſe 
them with . dark, Reſerves , touching 
their Preacbing : The Clergy and Re- 
ligion is the very Theme , eArgument 
and ſubjet# - marttey of your Letters; 
thoſe you preſauppole a contempe of ; 
the Groands and Occaſions of this Con- 
tempt, you have ed in an Enquiry 
into, with pretence 4 friendly redreſs; 
thoſe grounds and occaſions you ſum- 
marily reduce to two, viz, the 4gw- 
TAE 
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rance and Poverty of the Clergy (of 
which anon); in the explication and des 
monſtration of thoſe wo characters , 
the Preachers are plainly deſcribed , 
whoſe Preaching you averr to be 4 bin- 
derance of Salvation : Now then the u- 
fual Preachers of the Charch of Eng- 
land, are plainly deſcribed by you, and 
in them, the «ſual Preaching : what 
then can be the meaning or Myſtery of 
your Reſerve ? that the aſxal preachin 
that binders Salvation, which one wou 
think you have ſufficiently explained , * 
yet you will nor bere goe about to explain! Lett x, 
and that the reaſons of your ſcrible, might p. $1. 
be further explained when occaſion ſhould Letr.2. 
require ! undoubredly profound, all p. ro. 
naught ! and that I may unmask and de- 
te& you (according to my promiſe) I will 
ſpell our the Or:gmal by your own Copy 
( for therein, as God would have it, 
YAwoTH TT, TeLoTgs yn, your ſpeech be- 
wrayeth you ; ) and by good conſequence | 
draw a ſummary conclufron rouching the 
defigne charged upon you, from your 
own premiſes, and rhat in 

A third affault made by yoy upon both 
Dottrinal and Miniſterial toundariow! 
F 2 joynt- 


(32) 
joyntly, the Reformed Relrgion,and Cleryy, 
more expreſſcly. Ad hommem then, 

All ſuch preaching as #s at preſen 
uſual in the Church of England, 15 « 
derance 'of Salvation, rather then the 
meanes to if 1 

But the Preaching uſed in the Church 
of England for an hundred Teares laſt 
paſt, is ſuch as is at preſent uſual there- 


mz 

Therefore the Preaching uſed in the 
Church of England for an hundred Teares 
laſt paſt, is a hinderance of Salvation, 
&c 


Sir, of this Categorick Sylogiſme (for 
orm unexceptionable, as you muſt needs 
now, if your Logicks match your-E- 

thicks; ) the Pong are your own; 
and I hope ou will not deny —_ 
cluſion, which is a compendious gloſſe 
-— Fo upon the peſtilenr [5 of 
your Letters of Enquiry, 

The Major propoſition Conſiſts of your 

own expreſs words, above ſcann'd; 


onely your indefinite is by me turn'd into | 


an wniver/al, which you know the Rules 


of School will juſtify me in 3 as wells | 


the mattey in debate : ſuch preaching, _ 
- 


(83) 
all ſuch Preaching; are equivalent, 
The minor propoſition or aſſumption is 
your own too, as appears partly by ex- 
preſs words, partly by the ſcope, ſeries, 
renour "and contexture of your Ditf- 
courſe z diſown it if you cat—— I Lett.x. 
would be an endleſs thing, Sir, (ſay youp.5$,49 
to your Correſpondent) to count wp all the 
Follies that have been for an bundred 
TYeares laſt paſt Preached and Printed of 
this kind: Now what kind of Follies 
ou mean, is plain from your foregoing 
arrative,concerning ridiculous Preach- 7 
ing, by way of impertinerit, nay, ſome- ls 
times Blaſphemons Metaphor, Similutude # -32,38 
Tales, or ſuch as is apt tro bring Contempt 45 CC, 
upon the Preacher, and that Religion which 
be profeſſeth (of which afterwards, when 
Fcome' to enquire into matter of Fat) 
ſo- thar the argument - ſtandeth thus : 
That Preaching which is full of Follies, 
or ſuch uſeleſs and ridiculous things, as 
are apt to brmg Contempt «pon the Preach- 
er and the Keligion by him profeſſed, is 
ſuch as is at preſent uſual in the Church 
4 England, ( and therefore by you 
uppoling it ſuck, expoſed ro Contempt) ; 
Bnt the Preaching uſud _— —_— 
'3 o 


(84) 
of England, for an Hundred Tears \ 
1s fullof ſuch Follies,&c. Then A 
ſton followeth by clear conſequence, wiz. 
that.therefore the Preaching uſual in the 
Church of England for an Hundred Tears 
laſt paſt, is ſuch as is at preſent uſual there- 
in, and conſequem]y by your own poſiti- 
On, a hinderance of Salvation, rather then 
the means tort; the Preachers Fools | and 
the Preaching Murther ! That is to fay,the 
Faith and Doctrine uſually Preached, yea, 
and Prmted 00 (for both Preſs & Pulp, 
Writings as well as Sermons, are by 
charged )contended for,lived and dyed in, 

ca, and by many of them ſealing with 

ir Blood, what they profeſled by T opgae 
or Pen,dyed for ) by our firſt Reformadees, 
Proteſtant - Champions and Church-Wor- 
thies,our Marian Martyrs all our Orthe- 
doxLearned, Pions, Painful,Preachers wnder 
the Reign of Q. El:zab.K. Fames,8Charie 
the ;#in times paſt z and what hath deen 
& till is under our preſent SoveraignKing 
Charles the II.uſually Preached & publiſh 
ed,is—4 bindrance of $Salvation,rather thes 
the means to-1t '& conſequently the Chirth 
of England ſince the Su of Righteouſneſs 
aroſe 11 it, With his bealing wing of Refe- 

| mar, 
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(85) 
mation,no true Church;tor as extra Eccle- 
fiam nulla ſalus, there is no ordinary 
Salvation:withour the Line of Chyrch» 
Communion z fo there is no true Church 
without the appropriated meanes of Sal- 
vationz —— and then according to your 
Divinty—— {chabod ! farewell Church 
of England! And now, Srr, what do 
you think of your ſelf upon recolleQion ? 
or what will your Reader think of you ? 
have I not here convincingly made out 
again{t you, from your own Principles 
and poſitions, a baſe unworthy veſtilen 
deligne upon the Reformed Relsgion, and 
Clergy, and in them, upon. our Churth, 
to-(whar' in you lies) the utter ſubvyer- 
ting.and nullfying of the whole. ' And 
what you mean by your myfterions re» 
ſerves,” namely, that- what you intend by 


aſual Preaching, you will not bere go & Lett.x, 
bent to explain ,, and the reaſons of-your p, $1, 
Leners might be further explained whey Lett, 2. 


occaſion ſhould require, (but Ihave done p, 101, 


it to; your hand in a paraphraſe vety 
congruous- to the © or:zgnral) what you 
mean, I ſay by ſuch Reſerves and ſhrew'd 
hint s as thoſe are,we may by this time ve- 
ry plainly perceive, eſpecially with the ad- 

F4 ditional | 
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ditional help of a ſhort Gloſſe of your own, 
dropt from you' it ſeemes wiawaret n 
great way off from the Text, ' where 
you explain the good time ——by thoſe 
( deſpaired of )- dayes verine ,| of 
having the T:tbes reſtored to -the- Church 
moſt unjuſtly robb'd of them by the $a- 
crilegious © Charchz Publican, Henry the 
ty _ my a viſe Man;te 
r Yoak of P Supremacy, 
— Anglia non patitur ane Caſin (which 
other Chriſtian Princes, Iſachar «like, 
couch and crouch under) and oy 


(its . Antichriſtian ſupports; ) 

Neſfts and* Nurſeries, with which 
Nation was at that time much morevvers 
ſtock'd, then now it- is with an Orebadat 
Clergyz t in fo doing he onely 
kild the Pope's Body, (a3 Luther faid of 
him) im the mean time ſaving bis 
—— —— Encreaſe of Church - P 
Sir, 1 do as heartily wiſh and pray fory as 
your felf, bur' Pib be fare, that ir'be'n 
Reformed Church, which upon any ach 
ſcore I enter into my Litany 3 bar this 
you-aim to ſubvert : But, good Sir, pray 
rell me, how comes it to paſs, that you 


adventure to explain the goad r5-5e in 1þe 
| plauſible 


) 
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plauſible @rcumitance of Church-Tyth, 
which, you doe. -ſo myſteriouſly conceal 
inthe concern: of uſual - Charch Preach- 
wg? "Tis very odd! here you arc ex- 
preſs 3 but in the caſe of Preachwg, you 
treat your Reader with Aoroſe Reſerves 
— = What -} intend by »ſual Preaching, 
& [ ſhall not here go about to txplail, o—— 
the reeſons. of. my Writing may be 
& further explained when occafion ſhal re- 
** quire ; Sir, I doe not like theſe odd 
hints of your hic & unc ; landerſtood 
by your laſt, that you was gon into De- 
vonſhire, to ſecure 4he World from your be- 


ing ever tronbleſom in this kind ny more, p. 200, 


(eAmery ſaid I, a good riddance, ) and 
what other kind of trouble, you delign, 

for it,” the God of Heaven knowes 3 — 
your reticentiae*s of tyme, place, and oc- 
caſiong when, where, and upon what ac- 
c0ung you.intend,(it-may be by Lerters of 
Credence to be produced in a. good tame ) 
further\to explain to us,. the res/ons. of 
your Enquiry, ;and what you underſtand 
by «ſual Preaching in the Church of Enge 
land, ] muſt; tell you, are very ſuſpi- 
cious : What? do: you mean to comment 
upen it with the ſenſible gloſs of Fire, 
and 


(88) 


and Faggott? or a ſecond doſe of the 
Feſnite's Powder ? or the new game of 
Trapp - Law! or Yother Coal from 
the Altar, (becanſe the firſt did not the 
buſineſs) ? and thus of Inquiſitor, turn 
E xecntioner ! In the name of Gad, Faiber, 
Son, arid Holy Ghoſt, we defie the 
Divel and all: bis Works ! 

Being that your Charge, 8ir, is com- 
menced from, and coextended with Eng- 
lends Evangelick, Century and 
Era of Reformation (the bundred Teares 


laſt paſt) whereas had it been limited 


- dry twenty or thark ohm 4 
uf; your morals) 

Vulpes Bovem agit,the d Religion, 
and Clergy, therein atta and what it 


you lies, ſabverted z inſomuch, habit - 


is plainly manifeſt, that the Chriſtian Re- 
lig:on founded and fixed in the Nation, 
is with you the Apple of contention, who 
therefore criminates Miniſters beingtwo 
bent nupox Preaching of it, (index, fub- 
ficiem of yours) It highly concerns the 
Church of England to ſtand -in Jaltiic- 
tion of her friſt Reformation ; her ww 
ginal Proteſtancy and rgwonſtrancs '& 


gainſt, and ſeparation from the _ 
[1 


© mw ws tes 


PnaGHo SY A AWB EE DD eu AAR 64 


—_— 


4) 


—_— - Ww 


(89) 
of Rome z, the Religion by ber profeſſed ; 
ber Clergy, the official Preachers and 
Publiſhers of that Religion; and the #- 
ſnal Preaching of that Clergy ; which in 
her name,as her Advocate,I have vourh'd 
to doe, Well then, 
The Eſſentials conſtitutive of a true 
Church, Sir, ( of, the Myſtical, aſwell 
as of the natural Body, ) being theſe three, 
namely, the Head, the Body, and inti- 
mate Union and Communzm between 
both 3 the onely Head of the' Chriſtian 
Church, being Feſ#s Chriſt, God and 
Man in one Perſon, appointed and anoin- 
ted by God the Father, King , Prieſt, 
and Propher, thereof ; the only myſtical 
Ligament, and bond of Community in 
this holy Corporation, being the Divine 
Spirie , (originally derived from the 
Head, - throagh the -whole Body, the 
Charch as Heireſs thereof, being the 
common foundation of that Sacred pa- 
tronymick, Chriſtian, under the New 
Tellament, as well as of that other 
Meſchiahim (as Enſebins notes) under 
the Old) or, the Catbolick, Faith, the 
produQtof that Spirit, or ' beth , whence 
it comes to paſs, that the Fownder, _—_ 
tion, 


(90) 
Superſtruture, and mediums or inſlru+ 
ment of conjunCtion, are all,in Holy Scrip- 
ture, propounded as ſo ' many Unites, 
admitting of no conſort or collateral, 
w—— One God, and Father of ill; One 
onely Lord, Mediator, Saviour, Foun- 
dation, Name, Way, &c. One Body, 
One Spirit , Faith ,. Hope and Rels« 
gion - . And being that. the Religion 
profeſſed and praftiſed in and by the 
Church of Rome, eſpecially fince T rent« 
Council, (aſſembled and ended above your 
bundred years ag0)is inconſiſtent with,and 
deſtructive of this individual Headſhip, 
true Faith,and Church-conſtut ution, being 
wage pa but an Ants-cbriſtian we b 
and compound ( an 

ond ante Creel, Geteeoind 
meer-man, in the moſt material points 
and principles of Chriſtianicy 'the Per- 
ſons of both, in point of Worſbip; the 
Power and Amntbority of borh, in mat- 
ters of Faithz the Righteouſneſs and 
Merit of both, in point of. S arssfattion 
and Juſtificationy, the Wills of both, 
in the aR of Converſionz the Interceſ- 
ſion of both, in. the great office of Me- 
diation , yea , an winiverſal alt=? 

| w), 
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lency , or equal concurrence of Worth, 
Verrue, and acy from both, tbrough- 
out the whole buſineſs of Redemprion 
and Salvation z eſpecially from Chriſt, 
and the Virgm Mary, conſtituted therein 
Corredemptreſs with her Son, and Sa- 
wioureſs 4 latere , 2s it her Breſts, 2s 
well as his Sides, had been no leſs then 
ſacramentaly, and the Mothers Milk, and 
the Son's Blood equally ſaving : More- 
over (to proſecute this Rel:910ur medley) 
God and the Creature, in the Decalogne ; 
Chriſt and the Church, in the Creed; 
Scripture and Tradition, in the Canon 
Pater- Noſter and Ave- Maria, in the 
Lutany ;, Sacrament and Sacrifice, in the 
Supper, &c, all ſo many Riddles in the 
Myſtery of Iniquity A Religion con- 
fiſting of fuch Trent- Forge » Principles 
- and Practices as theſe, viz. In point of 

Dottrine, _—_ Supremacy Autho. 
tity, Church Infallibility, unwritten T r4- 
ditions equall'd in authority, with the 
Hely Scriptures the doftrine of Man's 
free-Will in oppoſition to God's Free- 
Grace; the Doctrine of Perfeitzon, of 
eMerits, Pardons, and Indulgences, re- 


Fl 


dounding from a ſurpluſage of eo” 
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of ſuper-erogation, and Footer 


are termed) as if any meer Man 

Fullfill, in obedience beyond what the Law 
requires, and ſatisfy in penance beyond 
what Sin deſerves ! a rare Relipion ! 
the doctrine of Purgatory ; and Souls De» 
parted; the dotrine of Maſs-ſerviceand 
Tranſubſtantiation , the Conſecrating 
Prieſtling turning a petty - Creator ( as 
is ſuppoſed ) converting ſacramental 
Formg , into real Subſtance , and Com- 
memeration into Expiation , celebrating 
Chriſt's Peath with his death, as well 2 
with bis own, in deſtroying, inſtead of 
diſcerning the Loyd's Body , yea, both 
Saviour and Sacrament at once! the 
doctrine of HMimiſtration in an nknown 
Tongue, by means whereof they do molt 
ſcrlegiontly robb the Children of their 
Bread in the Scriptures, as they do, of 
the Cupin the Sapper z and many more 
ſuch like Doi#rines not of men onely, 
bur of _— Ye dur dwell 
upon, the Subje& bein ightfut : 
In point of Worſbip, dtarry —__ 
gery, Superſtition, Saint - Worſhip, &c. 18 
point of Polity, abſolute T yranny, (the 
Keys, ned into a Sword} —_— 
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ly exerciſed and dearly experienced 
Limes wn the World, upon Princes- 
Crowns, their Subjets-Conſciences, and 


Proteſtant-Blood , in ſanguinary Lawes, 


a bloody Inquiſetion , dircful Anathes 
maes , execrable Aaſſacres , rageing 
Perſecutions, &c. the violent Calentures 
"of that Torrid Zone : The Religion, in 
fine, of that Church which is in Dorine, 
damnably Heretzcalz in Worſhip, groflcly 
Idolatrous ; in Polity, and Government, 
incollerably T yrannical 3 in -all palpably 
Antichriſi:zan ; oppolite to and virtually 
deſtruftive of Chrilts  fundamentality 
and beadſbsp, in bis Perſon or Nacares ; 1m 
his O fices,in all their parts; in his States ; 
in his vertues, merits & graces, priviledges, 
Inſtitutions and ordinances, &c, in one or 
more, or all of thoſe; and conſequently, 
deſtruction of the Catholick Fasth and Re- 
kgion, by Himſelf and his Apoſtles, and 
the whole ſucceflive ſeries of Chriſtians 
throughout the World, profeſled, and 
practifed; and figally of the truth of a 
Chriſtian Church, his Body all in effeft 
nullified thereby ; yea, and a falſe bead, 
other foundation, and another name, bei 
ſubſtituted in oppoſition to the ere ; the 
A Religiog 
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Religion 1 ſay, profeſſed and prafiiſed in 
the Church of Rome, and that Charch 


in or from matter of true Religion ina | 


true Church, ) that on the contrary; it is 
righteous and Juſtifyable, yea, abſo- 


lately neceffary by the authority ofch& | 


Law, whereby we are ſtridtly comman- 
ded to renounce and abjure her ſociety 
upon peril of ſharing in ber Plagues; 
from which, Good Lord delover us i Sin, 
if in this ſhort defence of our Reformanen 
(which, it is like, may ſeem a kind of mo- 
roſe Tragedy, to an airy Mercurixs, but 
that 1 aim at 2 further goal) you think 
have fallified or Gd 

e 
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ciple of 'the Romſh Church, charge me 
with i notz and if 1 donot Jufſti- 
fy what ihave aſſerted, brand me tor as 
great a ſlanderer as your felf, 


Again, Sr, - 

True Relig1en being tbat, onely of which 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth, is the 
Author ;, the Holy Scriptures, the Word 
of Truth, is the Rule; and the Holy 
Church, (whereof our Charch of Eng- 
land. is part,) the Pillar and Ground of 
Trath, is the publicek Truſtee, Keeper, 
and Conſervatory,(as Pillars or T ables are, 
of affix'd Papers and Proclamations) to 
wit, mode forenſs, non architettonico) de« 
rived and delivered (as is above-ſaid ) 
ro her from the Apoſtles, and to them by 
Chriſt, from God himſelf: And the 
d Religion, Faith, DoQrine and 
ſi ial Worſhip profeſſed and praQti- 
ſed in and by the ch of England, be- 
apa as may appear from her publick 
telts and monaments; eſpecially, the three 
Creeds, pefobok, Nicene, and Atha- 
naſian —_ her doitrinal Articles, unani- 


in wo ſeveral Comvo- 

cations, Vit, An.Dom.15462 aud 1604, &c, 
compared with the Sacred 74 5 whoſe 
g tes 


- 
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tisfied in ber Clergy then in w_ 
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tet and trial in the Caſe ſhe is willing to 
undergo ;, It follows, chat the Reformed 


and onely re g) Releg 
'* and acid i in and, Ae hd Rrofel 
of England, is the onely true Nora 
which when you phos —_ with Argument, 
undermine by Srazgem, 


as now por 

you ſhall be dealt withall, 
Moreover, Szr, 

\ The Church of England i is 00 leſs fa- 


that as God bath by a Law of as 
duration as that of Sw and Mann in the 
peomnary aq of = PTE ip: 
pointed . to and propagate 

Truth, and inſtruRt his Church, by «cov- 
{tant ſeries and ſucceſſion of perſons of | 
holy Order and © flice authoriſed and.qua- | 
lifed thereunto ; ſo her Clergy is ach, | 
havin derived. their orders 
with Religion ex traduce A 


from the original Sexunar us, wg 
are recory 


Chriſtianity 10 England, w 
ded in Hiſtory the -nonwnental " Adanary, 
and beſt /nreligencer in ſuch i have 
been Apoſtles or Men 4po 


ther Flo or ſep of rp rar i” 


by him, as Tertylian witneſleth , 


| 


4 


"" 


| 
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verſ, ud, or Simon Zelotes, as Nicepbs- 
rus or St. Peter, as Baronius leemes ſome 
times tojucline z or the great'DoRor of 
the Gentiles himſelf, St. Paul, as Theodo- 
ret, &c,, (not Monk Auftine, as your 
friends would have it) I here diſpute not ; 
being 'tis generally agreed: amongſt'an- 
cient Writers, as Origen, and the above 
named Tertullian and T beodoret, and 0- 
thers, that England's firſt Converſun, 
and (conſequently) Minifterial conſtuuti- 
on, was contemporary with the very prims- 
tive Church ;/ and chough both Religion 
and Clergy thus founded, was under a hs 
and dark Eclipſe of i ſed Popery in 
the Nation,much obſcured and ſuppreſſed, 
yet out of the facred Szed- Plar of thoſe 
who in that interval, would afford gor 
beart, nor tongue, nor kneeto Baal, both 
were happily afterwards Phenix-likg re- 
vived, reſcued out of the Antichriſtiag 
rubbiſh, and ſucceſſively hitherto propa-. 
gated : - And ſuppoſing, Sr, (3.) That 
the ordination and depuration of the Eng- 
lifh Clergy to the ſacred Fundion-bad is 
riſe not trom Feruſalem,, immediately, but 
from-or rather through Rome,. 7 ure dgve» 
imo; where is the inconveniency ?-- Or 
(g2) - what 


Aaron, through a ane Hophn, wid 
| » through a proph pres 
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what prejudice accrueth t6 the Proteft.ort 
intereſt? or particularly to that of the 
Engliſh Clergy, by-receiving vilinition 
from Kome, more then by receiving Bay- 
tiſme from her, (which is a3 well 
as order, interchangeably eſteetied va- 
lid between Papiſts and Proteſtarirs)? or. 
der { then #rdinances ? x lineal ,"theti a 
deftrinal facceftion ? Moreover, being 
that Mrmnifterial Ordinatien, is onely mat- 
rer of Poliry, with morals ; 
how corrupt we the Church,” per- 
fon,or medimm of conveyance be';'yer not- 
withſtanding, it can þe nothing 10. 
ry to ſutcefſion, 8. more then thelineal 
defcent and extraQtion of our Saviour's 
Humanity from Adam, through the in- 
rervention of an impure Thamay, Rathab, 
Bathſhebs, &c. (Harlots) ; or the re- 

jon of the do&rine of the New Telta- 
ment from a treacherous Fidas who be- 
trayed our Saviour, old rg; Woe 
who denied him (the dark-fide of that Fil 
lar) or of that of the Old, from malicious 
Zewes, that crucified him ; or" the ſuccel- 


five tranſmition” of Priefily orders "from 


the Calfto the Martyr, from Tdolatrots 
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Phinehas,&c, & Law-nullifying Superſtizi- 
onariegSeribes & Phariſees Sc, (who yet, 
you, know . ate in Moſes's Chairy as ſure 
as you.do in. that of the ſcornful) to Caia- 
phas himſelf, who had a negariue vote in 
our Savioars's death (yet owned for 
High Prieſt aſter is) more, 1 ſay,then ſuch 
mediums and methods of recepiuon,are de- 
famatory to that Sacred Humanity,that do- 
(rinegthoſe Orders,&c. this then conſider» 
ed,I cannot reckon the ſuccellion or tranſ- 
miſlion of Orders by means of, & through 
the .polluted and adulerated . Church-of 
Reme, . mare. diſparagement io the, Prg- 
teſtant | intereſt, then the derivation of 
Qrder.and- Religion ( as-is pretended) 
from. St.,, Peter, (who, you know, Sir, 
denied and renounced the Head, ,and in 
that, the Body), is to the Popiſh. Yea, 
Sir, ſuppoſing (3) laſtly, ( which yet 
I will got yeild you more then the other) 
that the Caſe of our firſt Reformers had 
been punitum mndiviſibile, one of thas 
extraordinary nature and neceſſity, that 
they. muſt exber by way of -marual conſent, 
(the major part with ſome Sacred Solem- 
nity ſelecting one or mort for that pur» 
poſe.) mutually ordaint. each other, , or 
elſe preach and proſecute the wark unor- 
(g 3) damned 
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ed, either opportunity of ordination 
from others nor offering, or (ſe Violente 
obſtructing z &c. doubileſs, S#,+ God 
who is ſo provident a Gaardian to. tits 
Church, bath fot left her deſtitute of 4 
lawfull warranmable expeditnt - under 
ſuch an extraordinary caſe, and extremity 
a5 that; which can be no other then one of 
thoſe two now mhentioned; 2nd juſtifyable 
by the like prattiſes in the like 

Caſes, by 4' diſpenſation 'from above; 
that of M-deſins and Frumentias, 
private perſons, yet inſtigated and ivffutn; 
ced by rhe ' ſame Spirir among” the 
Indians (of whom they are 'faid+by 
Preaching of the Goſpel to have-cons 
verted 2 great Nation, ) as Edad and 
©HMedad among the fewer, is by Rif+ 
and  T heodoyer \farn'd thronghout 
he World ; and 'were it for 
_ Chody Bots ne $chgols | 
my be treated with the like civility 
wn I would -infſtadite ih orie a, | 
muſt needs m_— — Oe 
to g00d pttpoſe, namely, a poor Cap+ 
ed poll a whorn' Nie hor ns affirems 
to have converted the Nation of rhe 
Iberian, and amongſt the teſt, Fo 


- 


— 
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Kiny and Queen, the Sceprer yidding ro 
the Sta who wines (two Koydl 
Fick fraſtes's)) Preachers torheir Subjects; 
this is 2 caſe the more extraordinary, 
becatiſe the ſex is ſuch : there are more 
examples of rhis kind, © which I forbear 3 
for, © *tis # generally confeſſed matter, 
that'in ſuch caſes both Preaching is Ware 
ratitable in perſons unordained, and alfo 
mutual ord: = by joynt - confent 2+ 
mongſt Predchers, other | opportunity, 
or remedy failing. And now, Sir, for 
rs conſecration—:bat T ſhall com- 
mit ax #wrtel ſolecsſme by arid by, and de- 
ferye, ut leaſt ro be excommunicated , 
though Tſhould not in all my Lerter be- 
es-—but cuſh,l am 2 great way off— 

4 Jove, "a Fulmine ! ſtory makes 
ſuch notorious May: game amongſt our: 
mw go eſpecially arayed in its far- 
,. that I think they would go neer 

(is your do) to'ſcorn and jeer us down,ex 
catbedya, \ but that 'Cand *tis well as it, 
lacks) 'we can confront] our Scory with 
rf war conſect ation with proceſſion 3 
and if we add-fucceſſio toowe are ab- 
ſolute Victors in the brize - bur laugh,or 
frown, Sir, in bypotheſs in ſuch art exi- 
| (g4) gency 


(192) 


[gency 25 that mentioned, ordination and 
conſecration in the manner above ſpeci 
ed equally julti in /ndia, and-in ho 
ry, or (to come little nearer) in-+ 

, and in Rome, though bearing no my 
er mark, of the Beaſt, than that of the ſipy 
of » Nagg's - bead, &c. and now 'tis out; 
do your worſt : \In a word, in all caſe; 
extraordinary (as this, which I ſpeak of, is' 
ſuppoſed to be), all Law in the world, of 
Nature, N ations,C aponical, Cruil,yeathat 
of God himſelf; alloweth a warrantable 
latitude, ſcope ſufficient 7 
cequion of the Orders noch of ke | 

eding Cleroy ; En Pres: 

chiv's ante” AF ox. more, of cher 
wſual ng,- by you charged "both 
with folly and. cyxelry, (as hereafter 1heir 
perſons , with ignorance and poverty) 
mybough both ridicuous-full of folbes, 
and a hinderanee of ſalvation 3 (Inſoncach, 
that I cannot but wonder, that i of 
rerming your ſelf (or your Parſoy, ma- 


Lett. 1. kiog Hercale;'5-twelve labours of his jear- 
pag. 107 ty -—prnmny to ſuch a Sermon once 4 


month, you di 


nor rather reſolye neyer 
to hear, one all your. life time) a ſevere 
cenſure ! 


Sir, Being that {Z«gic ] cy 
| ac» 
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(according .40 its [univerſally receiv- 
ed notion in the Charch) is a recove- 
ry of mankind out of 4 conditian of ſin and 
maſery, imo a ſiate of grace and glory; it 
followeth, that thoſe Preachers and Pub- 
liſhers of the Divine Will concerning it z 
who preagb, publiſh, and declare to the 
Church ; the nature, the Author and 
Procurer , the termes and conditions 3 and 
the proper means,merbods, helps, &c. con- 
ducing hereuntoz with due explicarion 
and «pplication of the ſame, according to 
the acroarratick_rules of that Divine art ; 
muſt needs be in foro Eccleſie, ſaving 
Preachers, at leaſtwiſe, no Hinderers of 
Salvation; ** As, That the condit;on of all 
3 mankind by natare, is a ſtate'of fin and 
66 miſery, conſiſting in the loſs of beati- 
« fiek friendly non and communion with 
* God,(the ſum of all created happineſs 

* and the incurſion of his wrath, =" 
& and all the accamwlative miſery attend- 
* ing his violated Law, both in this world, 
* and that which is to come : Thatthere 
« js no pollible way of eſcape, or recove- 
* ry,out of this condition, withour a Me- 
"© djator Of Redeemer, interpoling as a 
* third perſon, between God and the De- 
| 4" « linquent ; 
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*« linquent ; partly,by reaſon of that inks. 
*© nite (both ) diſproportion and oppoſition, 
© diſtance and repugnarce between the two 
* parties; and partly, by reaſon of the 
* Sinners own invincible ſufficiency 
* hereunto, . That this only Mediator, 
** Redeemey and Saviour, is the Chriſti. 
** an's Meſas and Immanket, the Sor of 
** God intarnate im a ttue Humane Na. 
* exre, Humed into perſonal ſubſiſtence 
* with the Godbeadzas being of all perſons 
© in Heaven and Earth, (and indeed 4 
& kind of cop1pend of way raped ry 
& for ſuch a negotiation; his rwofold- Na. 
"© tart, Divine arid av gd. his three- 
© fold O ffice, Kingly,Prieftly,and Prophers- 
* cal; his two Pate of Hmiliation, 
«and Exaltation ; bis manifold Virenes, 
*© eſpecially his Spirit and Aerct 3 his 
« [,avs, Ordinancts and Infritutions, 
4 &, all co-effeQual Herein t, tkue 
* Faith nahely, that acted principle and 
** habit whereby we not only Uſlent ts 
_ & Chriſt's Revelarion of biniſelf, but re+ 

« ceive and embrace his Peron upon his 
« own terns, as therein offered and res 
« vealedz rogether with true Repentance, 
« (another piots qualification) in rar- 


«* ning 
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©ning from ſi > God, out of a due 
«ſenſe of the hainonſneſs, as well as 
« danger , ' of the Offence , and Merc 
«through Chrift in the Offended, wit 
« frm reſolutions and endeavours of 
©« amendment; are the conditions nece(- 
« farily required in, and of all, rhar par- 
* rake of this Faviow, and Salvation : 
* That Good Works, or the aQts of fin- 
« cere and conſcionable Qbedience, per- 
«formed ro the Moral Law," are the 
« neceſſary ' and inſeparable reftificats, 
& proofs and evidences of thar Faith and 
« Repentante,, the Decalogue' being ever 
« the 'beſt juſtification of the Creed : 
« That the Word, Sacraments, Prayer, 
« (bur your Heathen's much of Devo- 
« r5on Will nor ſerve turn ) and the like ; 
«areto be purſued as the ordinary means 
« and merhods inſttured and appointed 
« of God,. for the producing of that 
« Faith, Repentance,” and Obedience ; 
And, Methinks, 1 have waded through 
great Ree in a little time3 andif I 
ain x Proſtlyte by the means, my labonar 
15 well, beftowed 3 eAmer lay 1; tis pi- 
ty Wirt ſhould periſh :'-The Pxblican two 
1 fay, of ſuch fundatnenral truths as theſe 
i repre- 
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repreſented in this Scheam, with doe 
explication and application of x oy op 
needs, I think, it there be any ſuch inthe 
world, be anedifying and ſaving way of 
preaching ; not a hinderance, but further. 
ance of Salvation. And, (to oor) 
That the 5 eaching .in the 

of England, is ſuch ſaving preaching, as 
well as her Preachers,both her firlt Retro. 
mers and their Succefſors, (infinitely em- 
proved, ſince the High» Sheriff" Sermon in 


. St. Marie's Pulpit at Oxford) in point of 


Order and O free ſufficiently authoriſed; 
and the Religion by them and 
preached, and in communi the 
People, jo nely profeſſed and pradtiſed, 
truly Catholick- Apeſtolick,z She, Sing is 
very well ſatisfyed, and like to be dayly 
more and more confirmed in it (1 hope) 
unleſs better Authority be offered for, an 
Baeriteg in either Creed or 7 , than 
at hathever as yet appeared on this 
the Sea, or to "1 of us beyondit, from 
the Learned'ſt, either Men, or Books; 
(Bat 111 affure you, for . your comfort, 
you have liule reaſon to bope, ever to jet 


and yet our »/ual Preaching Folly, w 


2. 


T2 
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# binder ance of Salvaticn, God forbid: 
—— Sit, If 1 bave failed in the premiſſes, 
diſprove them; it not, pray deny not 
the” concluſion; but this is antiquated 
game ; *ris ordinary with the Old Ser- 
to at the Diabolus, where be can- 
not be Apolyon, accuſe what he cannot 
deſtroy ; when as after a great expence 
of Venom and 'Subtilty, he cannot 
(thanks be ro God) enher {Unmi- 
niſfter our Clergy, nor Un-church our 
Lp v0 = "___ þ-- the Whole , be 
| ayes his 4dfrer-garre, In tra- 
duci pf 1 ie Church, as A poſtate z 
vur Religion, as Hereſy ; our Diſcipline, 
a Scbifn; our uſual Preaching is Folly 
and 2 binder ance 0 __ and eas 
poſing 1 t part of your charge, 
the Preaching, of the 'firſt Refortioes of 
our Church, and os is uſual - it at 
preſent, was, is—the fooliſhneſs of prea» 
ching 3 Ah ſur _ go the 
Y Apoſtles, yet avmg tt 
tht believed; amd ure Ex: 
theirs, by he Ove the gs ap he 
upon it by the Grethion_-j@ x! 
ors, becauſe of the fon Gare from 
a 'Ortizer —— danning* deltruttive , 


Anſw. 
pag 80, 
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a hinderance of Salvation ! Sepnior no ; 
bur to read your deſtiny in' theirs, by 
the ſame Oracle, if the »ſual preaching 
in our Church be Fookſbneſs, tis. 
to them that periſh, Fooliſbneſs3, and be- 
wween Convert and Caſtaway , I know, 
and you will find no middle Limbs'...... 
4301 4 1} ries iro | then who fool 
twice ? or worſe! Your own dear Ai 
nion (with whom 1 will conclude rhig 
particular) hath" told you the ſame 

on the matter, in a more reli 
language , ( plain Englsſb inſtead | of 
Greek) and rhat in a comnute, 

indeed he puſheth you,” zgis 735 wpire.but 
fool-bardy takes no warning ; either. yoy 
expect (faith he) that your Reader (bould 
believe nothing of what you ſay ( through» 
out your Letters) and then, you play the 
Fool, and write to no purpoſe ; you 
would have him believe all, and then you 
do little better than (*rwere, almoſt aftio» 
nable, bad-I not a precedent for is) play 


the... Kaave | And now, Sr, By way of 


reflection upon the whole, - 3n.qrder to 2 
concluſion of this Whar Reader, 
that is not either prepoſſeſk with your 
poyſonous Prindples, and prejudiced , 

or 


| 
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or elſe - wholly, ſtupified and infatua- 
red, when he ſhall recollet within him- 
ſelf, and duly weigh the premiſſes : 
What Reader 1 ſay, thus qualified and 
conſiderate, will. not readily Joyn iflues 
with me in this concluſion, - viz, that 
the ſcope, projet and defigne of your 
Letters of Enquiry, can be no other then 
inſtead of the pretended redreſs of the 
Contempt-of the” Reformed Religion and 
Clergy, to expoſe, and betray borh to it, 
and by meanes thereof propagate ( what 
your Khapſody abounds withall) moſt 
ilent and licentious Principles and 
raQtices, Atheiſme, Libertmiſme, pre- 
paratives tO Popery, Senſuality, and what 
not, to the «wx. EAT of borh; 
though you have Politician-like for cau- 
telous Guards to the defigne obſervable 
throughout your Epiſtles, ( which 1 
here note once for all) cunningly in- 
terwoven Sly infinuations, with dex- 
trous retrieves; prologues from Pilate, 
and Epilogues from the Farlot , waſh- 
mg your Hands with the one, 
as if you mean't no burt,. and wipe- 
ing your e Mouth with the other , 
as if you had done none; but —— 


pe 
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dmenitns, premunitus | And this ma 
uffice for the firſt part of my wide 
taking, viz. the detefing of the Stra.. 
tagem and'd q of your Enquiry, &c, 
in order to « prepeſſeſſmg of diſpoſ- 
ſefſing of your 


(97) 
As touching the Second General, viz. 

An Anſwer to your Proceſs formed a- 

gainſt the Clergy and Religion , ( the 


Clergy exprelly, Religion more implicit- 
ly.) What that is, Sr; will beſt appear 


from your own 5 . —— Whatever Let.1. | 
hath heretofore (lay mw or doth at pre- pag. 3+ 


ſent, leſſen the valus of our Clergy , or 
render it in any degree leſs ſerviceable to 
the world, than might be reaſonably ho- 
ped, may be eaſily referred to two very 
plain things ;, the Ignorance of ſome, and 
Poverty FAS the Clergy. Where 
there be three Obſervables. The Fir#t 
is, That the Articles of your Charge 
drawn up againſt the Engliſh Clergy, as 
the Grounds and Occaſions of their Con- 
tempt in the Laity ; and whatever ren- 
ders them leſs valuable in the world, and 
(what inſeparably attends that) leſs /er- 
viceable to it, are ſuramarily theſe two, 
Ignorance and Poverty : The one an In- 
telleftual DefeRt, the other a Civil; (an 
Aſſault upon both Head and Heel at 
once ; exceeding the Limits of Satan's 
Precintt, conhn'd , you know, to the 

"0 latter, 
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latter, though for Method, you exaQly 
match hs upon the whole kind, in this 
of yours upon the Sacred Order of it; 
Bold Aſaſſinate ! who dares to arta& 
his head ; whole eternal right it is to 
breah_thine ! 'But to proſecure the Re- 
mark; ) So that Corruprions in Judg- 
ment , and erroneous Principles , that 
Head- Leprofie (which in another kind 
didof all others, render a Jew unclean 
and excommunticable) the fanlty Mord: 
of Hophni's and Phinhaſs's, the Bell 
without the Pomegranate; Canonical 
Deftrine attended with 4 al 
Manners; Preciſian Cenſorionſneſs, as 
though each would rob other of the be- 
nefit of A tins's Ladder, and climb up 
to heaven without company (Conſtan- 
rine's Sareaſme to the Novarian Biſhop) 
mutual Contempt , Animoſities, Ran- 
cours, Invereracies , bitter and railing 
Invettives towards each other (which 1 
am ſorvy that Iam enforced to recount) 
more becoming a Shimes (be Judge) 
than a Levite : and tell me if ever the 
diſſenting Sets of Athen's Philoſophers 
did more hercely impugne each other; 
the Sroick,, the Epicurean ; the Peripa- 
retick, 


-— _ —————— 
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retick the Stoick; the more refined 
Platonick,_, all of them; than have En- 
gliſh Pulpit-ſefts and Sub-ſett; one ano- 
ther? Ephraim againſt Manaſſeh, and 
Manaſſeh againſt Ephraim ;, as you pot- 
ſibly againlt me, for uling the Simile : 
Moreover the give-give-Corban oFothers 
more {tudious ( to their ſhame ) for 
Mammor to themſelves, than for Mannah 
for their Flock ; as if the Offices of the 
Fourth Commandment, for one day, 
might expiate their breach of the Tenth 
all the week long, whom, it is marvel 
that Solomon the wiſe, did not lift into 
his Quaternion of Inſatiables : the non- 
reſidence of others, Ubiquitaries , 
(wandring-Stars) but poſlibly you rec- 
kon Abraham's begetting of Iſaac, - con- 
viction enough for fuch : The Laodice- 
an Neutrality, and Lukewarmne(s of 0- 
thers (Clergy-Gallio's) negligence and 
idleneſs , Or remiſmeſs in the Sacred 
Funttion.; theſe (1 ſay) and many more 
of ſuch lictie-licrle-/enials (by you,for 
Reaſons belt known. to your cif over- 
paſſed in klenceas is alſo, a moſt certain 
ground of Clergy-Contewpt , the Un- 
rowardneſs , Peeviſhneſs and Prejudices 

2 G! 
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of the Yalgar, noted by your Anſwer: 
er) muſt either be-conſtrued zoxe , or 
snſw{.cient Grounds and Occaſions of the 
Contempr of the Clergy ; or elle by a 
neceſſary Apoſiopeſes, or ſuch a Myſte- 
rious Reſerve as you were chaſtiſed r 
above , underſtood as included under 
your Univerſal Diminut wve---Whatever 
leſſens the value vr ſerviceableneſs of the 
Clergy, &C. that is, according to your 
Oracular Tripns, Ignorance and Pover- 


P The Sccond Obſervable is, that the 
two Grounds and Occaſions of Contenpt 
charged upon the Clergy, viz. Ignoraret 
and Poverty, are here limited to a Par- 
ticularity or ſmall number of perſons , 
The Ignorance of ſome (ſay you) and 
the Toverty of others; whereas , Sir, 
both in your Title , and throughout 
the whole contexture of your Inqueft, 
not Particulars, but the Clergy indeh- 
nitely, that is (by all uſual andallow- 
ed Conſtruction , an Indefinite being e- 
quivalentto a General or an Univerſal) 
at leaſt the wa or part and main boay of 
the Clergy is charged with Contempt ; 
perſons of all perſwalions, Cofamys 
a 


b 
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and Nonconformiſts promiſcuouſly ,joint- 
Profeſſors and Propagators of the ſame 
n >a aw. ge (and to my know- 
e, ſeveral of thoſe, both learned 

and rich; and yet contewprible | ) now 
what an [nconfiſtency is this, which you 
confront us with at che very hrſt? The 
Contempt charged, general; ' and yet 
the Grounds of this Contempt , particular | 
So that your Argument, if any, muſt 
ſtand thus ; Of the Engliſh Clergy, ſome 
are ignorant, others poor, and conlequent- 
ly ſome or other contemptible ; ergo, the 
Engliſh Clergy is indefinitely contempri- 
ble! Now one lingle Ternion would ſalve 
the Antecedent ; but - the Generality 
mult make good the Conſgguent ; where 
then is the Conſequence * your Argu- 
ment? Of the Laity of England, the 
Author of the Contempe of the Clergy the 
Friendly Debater, and the little Poliri/t, 
(all ſuppoſed ro be Lay-men) are Athe- 
i#ts and Religion-Mockers.:: Ergo, The 
Laity of England is ſuch! What State, 
Order, Degree, or Proteilion of men 
can be ſecure from your Laſh, after 
this /logical licentious rate of Reaſoning? 
The Gentry & Nobility nor Exempred,no 
CG 3 nor 
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nor the Heptarchy it ſelf , if you had 
lived in the dayes of the ſeven Kings , 
(which had been our better ſecurity for 
your ever being troubleſome to us, than 1 
doubt Devonſhire 1s like to prove.) Of 
our Nobles, ſome are as ignorant in their 
Sphear, as the Ceergy is in theirs; as 
unfit for Council (with ſubmiſſion be ir 
ſpoken) as theſe are for the Pulpit ; 0- 
thers poor enough, their Quality conli- 
dered; Ergo, the Engliſh Nobility and 
Gentry are contemptible It _ check 
be not by Authority,or otherwiſe, given 
toſuch daring Infolency, your Inqui- 
ſition of Contempt, may , for ought I 


know , become ambulatory, and in us . 


Circuit, reachuhe Gentry, Nobility, Ma- 
Liſtracy, yea, at length the Toke of 
{udab it felt as at preſent, that of Levi; 
tor your ſtrain of Argument here of- 
fered, ſuirs to all thof: States indiffe- 
rently . as the bolder exemplification of 
it, would to the Original Preſident 
which you at by ; wherein, you know, 
Moſes as well as Aaron was a Sharer : 
Sir, 1 hope better things of you, than 
that you have prologned any ſuch De- 
lign with your Sarcaſme ſpent in - 
caſe 


me teen _ 
et 
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caſe of the Rhetorica! Mayor 


welcom'd Hts preſent Majeſty to his Cor- 

poration ( the next greateſt defence to 
the Reformed Religion in the world) with 
4 Complement derived from Adam, as 
you fay the Miniſters Preface is; from 
whom, it may be, the Mayor learned 
to date his Complement : T hope (I ſay) 
better things of you; (though I mutt 
rell you, Magiſtrate here flouted, and 
Magiftracy , as well as Miniſter and 
Mumiſtry, Perſon and Office, are near 
Correlates) baving a Charity for all, 
whom I ſee to have any for themſelves. 
But to return thither from whence 1 
have digreſſed: Muſt not then your 
inquiſitive Method needs appear to any 
diſcerning Reader, very wild and irratt- 
onal? For if only fone or other of the 
Clergy be ignorant Or poor, how comes it 
to pals that the only ſome or other of the 
Clergy, inſtead of the Generaliry, is not 
by you endired and enquired into as corre 
temptivle * Or it upon the ſlender 


toundation of ſuch Premiſes , the Jgno- 
rance of ſome ,and the Poverty of others, 
you muſt needs ere& an Inqu'ſition of 
C ons 


U 4 


(as you £*t. 2: 


are pleaſed to —_— him ) when be P4&» 58. 
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Contempt ,, why of all other Orders 
and Profeſhons , is the Clergy ſingled 
out for the ſubje& marter hereof? why 
not, for inſtance, Lawyers and 4 
tians? Eſpecially, ſince you conſels, 
that in both thoſe Profeſſions , there be 
not ſome or other, but many a Cont 
tible Creature (and it is true , and for 
ought you know, I am one of thoſe 
Contemptibles) butif ſo, bow comes it 
to paſs that rhey luck to eſcape your 
Inqueſt 7 1s it becauſe you are atraid of 
theirs, if occaſion ſhould be? as in caſe 
of Over-inti with your Hetts in 
the one, or Cozen Abigail in the other ? 
For he mu! be ati Ignoremw bimielf, 
that knows not, that what" you charge 
upon the Clergy, reigns in both Facu- 
ties : Norcan you 7 that 
in Phyſich, in particular, a Pluſh 7a 
is of Mb authority to Dalk oi « 
Dotlorato; as never was Black-Coat in 
the Tponan hp ( though you cannot 
be a greater ſtranger to the Myſteries of 
Grace, than this Maſter Dottor 18 to 
thoſe of Natxre . devoid of all the 
__—_ ial Accompliſhmenns of chat 
Noble Profeſſion) eſpecially if our man 
in 
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in Pluſh do but luck upon as good a 
Knack of unriddling the Neapoliran My- 
ſtery (one of greater iniquity than that 
of Cheſnurs) as your Gentlemen of the 
Inns of Court (thole Nurſeries of Law 
and Lawyers) bave of knowing the four 
Terms, the Porter's Name, and eating 


# withour a Trencher , yet is your Con» 


rempr- poured wholly apon the Cley- 


Be, Sir , (ro proceed ) That not- 
withſtanding your Particularities here, 
of ſome or others Tgnorant and Poor, 


' co. the very Body and Generaliry of 


the Cleyty is ro be underſtood as co-in- 
volved-crimiMe in nno : Beſides what 
hach' beery already ſaid, it will ap- 
ou four Reader from the third and 
alt Obſervable, viz. That your Charge 
is-co-extended to Times (both) Paſt 
and Preſent. Whatever (ſay you) bath 
heretofore , or doth ar preſent lr ſſen the 
valuableneſs or ſervicrableneſs of the 
Clergy, may be referred ro Ignorance 
and. Poverty. Now, Sir , the Extent 
of Time belt proves the Extent of Per- 
ſons charged , and what this Extent of 
Time paſt and preſent is, doth belt ap- 
pear 


Let. 1. 
p. 59- 


Let.T. 
p. 38. 
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from your own Comment (which 
Fath been ſufficiently ſcann'd) namely, 
that it .is not a Decade or two, ten, 
ewenty , Or thirty years ; but a whole 
Century, the age of our Reformation , 
(though not of our Religion, which is 
as ancient as God himſelf) viz. th: 
bundred years laſt pait, the uſual Do- 
Qrine Preached, yea, and Printed, du-, 
ring which time (and conſequently, the 
Reformed Religion it ſelf) is by you 
charged with Folly, and ſuch ridicxlow 
and «mpertinent Matter, as is pt tobring 
Contempt upon the Preacher and the Relz- 
gion by bum profeſſed , and. therefore 
doom'd by you. as a hinderance of $alva- 
tion, rather than a Means conducing to 
it : _ all which, Sir, it is abundant- 
ly manutelt (yourReader be |] that 
very hs eformers of fy: ar of 
land, and their Succeſſors; to, and 
at this day, as touching the Generality 
of them, are underſtood in and by the 
Clergy in your Letters of Enquiry, 
which is charged (how juſtly, is robe 
tried) with 7cnorance and Paverty. 


Which Charge being a kind of cow- 


' plex 
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plex Theme. (but what, doth like your 
Miniſters Text , wntwiſt it ſelf ) con- 
taining rwo Articles, Ignorance and Po- 
verty, ſhall in my Anſwer thereunto be 
diſtinctly conſidered. 


As touching the 7norarce of the 
Clergy, 1 will briefly enquire into theſe 
Particulars, viz. 

1, What particalar kind of Knowledge 
is requiſite 1n the Clergy, fo as to free 
them from the (juſt) 1mputation of (irs 
oppolite) Ignorance. 

2. Whether the Clergy of the Church 
of England be juſtly chargeable with the 
want of that Knowledoe ? And 
laſtly, 

3. I will give a Formal Anſwer to 
your Charge and Allegation; it the Par- 
ticular ; for T have vouch'd ir, though 
it colt me more Pen, Ink, and Paper 
than both the other two. 


As touching the firſt - 


Knowledge , Sir, is a matter of 
very large extent, indeed, an Encyclo- 
pedy,comprehenlive of Divine, Angel:- 
cal, 
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cal, and Humane ( Diabolical we excom- 
municate, and yours, if ſuch) Hewene 
again, firſt, Natural-Moral ; the Ori. 
final Habits of firſt Principles, and 
connate Notions ; that T«re> uy or ani, 
. verſal Seminary, which Anaxagoa 


dream'd of but what every Son of Aden - 


is more or leſs poſſefs'd of. 

Secondly , Artificial and acquired; 
both Mechanick, as inferiour Arts, My- 
fteries and Manufature , and Magi 
ftral , Mental and Principal ; Exe 
Natural- Moral parts and principles, ad- 
vanced , poliſhed and incor by all 
the Acceſſary and Artificial helps and 
adrantages of Education , ience, 
Diſcourſe,Converſe with Men or Books, 


&c, but eſpecially that of Literature, 


(or all concurring) fam'd throughout 
the world (incaſe of conſiderable pro- 
fictency in ir)under the notion of Zearn- 
ing, the Lucriferous Preſent many, 
the Ciltinguiſhing Accan i ſhment of all 
that are ennobled herewith ; juſtly valu- 
able amongſt men, partly by the excel: 
lency of uts Obett, partly by its ue- 
c:(ſity in point of «ſe and humane exigen- 
cy ; comprehenſive of all the ſeveral 
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Acquiits of Knowledge, Natural, Meo- 
ral, Civil, Divine, &c. both of Philo- 
ſophy in all irs parts, the Liberal Avts 
and Sciences, Logick , Rhetorick,, Phy- 
ſocks, Met aphvſicks, Mathematicks, ( A- 
ſtronomy, Geometry , Opticks, &c.) E- 
thicks, Politickhs, Orconomicks, &c. and 
of the Learned Languages, the Deferents 
and Yb cles of Knowledge, both We- 
ftern and Oriemal, Latine, Greek, He- 
brew, Syriack,, Arabich,, &c. Ard of 
the — Profeſſions , whereunto all 
theſe -are ſubſervient, particularly , 
Law, Phyſick, and Divinity , The 

or Divinity again (the only Profeſſion 
concern d in your Exquiry) Dogmatical, 
Polemical , Acroawatical Or Concional, 
Caſuiſtical, &c. that the Man of God 
may be an accompliſhed 4rriſt in Poſi- 
tives, and Raiſer of Dottrine, Confoun- 
der of Hereſwes , Interpreter of Scrip- 
rare, Reſolver of Caſes of Conſcience, 
&c. (to uſe your own Jdiom, as that 
which bappily will like you beſt.) And 


" what is an Appendant hereupon, Skill 


in 7ewsſh Learning, Eccleſioſtical Hi- 
ſrory, Chronology , Hereſiology, Marty- 
rolety, Pratticals, and the like. And 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly and laſtly , Knowled 
_ immediately infuſed by /- 
whether extraordinary Or ordinary, com- 
mon Or ſpecial, &c. 

Now, Sir , I hope it Is not required 
of the Clergy, that they all, or * 
nerality of them , by you arraigned, 
upon peril of imputation of Ignorance 
from you, or Contempt from the ty, 
Maſters of Solomons Enricyclopedy (no- 
ted by a little acquaintance of yours, 7; 
neda,,) or fuſtinian's Pandetts; or yet 
(which hath a nearer relation to their 
Faculty) of Origen's Hexapla, or the 
Polyglort Bible ( otherwiſe than to be 
poſleſſors of themin the lirtle Hole over 
the Oven, provided it be large enough 
to hold it) or that they be able to preach 
with Cloven T ongues ; or to offer good 
Hypotheſes about the Longitude , the 
Qnuadrature of the Circle, a perpetuun 
mobile; belides Non-reſidents, 2 V acu- 
19 in Nature, belides what youalledg to 
be in chemſelves :or that they be $kill'd 
in the Circulation, Fermentation, and all 
the various Phenomena of the Blood, and 
in reading of Zeftures *of Anatomy, 
beſides that of the Heart ; and leaſt , 

5 an, 
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all, chat they skill in the Myſteries of 
your p__— Cobler and T inker ; not 
yet, (which comes nearer to Primirsve 
example) in the employ of a Cuſtome- 
bouſe-man, or Fiſher-man, or the like. 
In aword, that they be abſolute Zin- 
guifts, Orators, Philoſophers, Natura- 
lifts, Mathematicians, Aſtronomers , 
Croilians , Canonifts , Politicians , &c. 
ualified for the Academy as well as for 
the Church, the Chair, as the Pulpit ; 
and the Bench or Cabal, as for either 
and all this (I fay) upon peril of the 
cenſure of 1gnorance from you, or of 
Contempt from the Laity , elſe, Sir, you 
might as well have extended your charge 
to the whole ſixteen hundreds of years 
laſt paſt, as to the laſt ſingle Century ; 
and have quarrell'd the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, for their little skill in Polaricks, 
or Mathematicks, and other Parts 
of Philoſophy; and that they were nor 
as dexterous in Squaring of the Circle, as 
many of them were in caſting of aNetr, 
that they have nor left us as exact a De- 
ſcription of the World in the Moon, as 
of that beyond it; and eſpecially the 
Fathers of the Church, both _ 
an 
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and Weſtern, in that of the whole P.4 
termty, only one lingle Dun worate one 
for each Climate, Origen and Jerome , 
(thoſe Chriſtian Maſorites) were Ma- 
iters of the Holy Tongae (the Hebrew) 
the knowledge whereof is ſo neceſſary 
to that Holy efeſſen 
Well chen, there is a . ſingular ſort 
of Knowledge requilite in the Clergy, as 
ſuch ; and what that is, mult (as1con- 
ceive) be determined, ly by the re- 
; vec Exigencics of the Church,whoſe 
ghts and Guides, the Clergy are, or 
ought to bez partly by thoſe particular 
76-9 _ the A o_ 
the Soci th appointed and apporti- 
oned CES of _ therein; and both 
the one and the other again, partly, by 
the reſpective Conſtirxtions of the 
Church, and partly, by the Sxcceſſive 
Revo'utions and Fes Ee , aS car- 
raptions in Doarine or Lite, or both, 
Apoſtacy, C aptivity, and Perſecution KC. 
incident thereunto ; though the ry 
ext, or particular Dimenſun, and 
nite proportion of K nowleage rel e& 
Qively neceſſary in each Miniſter, for 
each piece of Service incumbent a= 
m 
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him; under each Conftirution or Condi« 
tion of the Church, or” each emergent 
exigency thereof is hardly, I think derer- 
minable by any ordinary Mortal, unleſs 
he had been with''S, Pax! in the rhird 
Heavens," or ceuld ſee beyond the F'ir- 
mament, 'and read by that Light, which 
I underſtand, - is inacceſſible. 

Now then, the Conftirxtion of the 
Church being : (as hath been declared a- 
bove)' feſt DomeFbical , impropriated 
within the Confities of one Family; ' (as 
from Adem downwards during the Pa- 
triarchby;) from thence advanced to Na- 

|; and at laſt, ro Oecumenich, 'or 
Univerſal (as 1 , if yoururn 
your yr bs :dt0 the Firſt Adam, 
and then ih-a reverſed order downward 
s 7 tothe Second) the great Continent 
of Both Jew and 'Gemrile, founded by 
Chyiſt and bis Apoſtles : This' Chriſtran 
Churchagain, nee, both 
as otiginally; foxnded, and as ſucceſſively 


propagated} "and both" rhe few: /h.and 
Chriffdo: Church being fubjeRt 79, yea, 
frequent ty-the SubjeRts of 1 Hereſie, op 
larry, Caproo , Perſecution, Conremf, 
&c-.- It 1s al to believe, that the 
H wiſe 
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wiſe God hath all along a riated 
and apportioned nerſage Rare with 
ſutable Knowledge, and neceſſary Qua. 
likcations,to all thoſe reſpetiveCinfei 

tions, Revolutions, and. emergent Exi- 
gencies of his Church ; Yea, in mat- 
ter of FaR, it" is cettain from Hiſtory, 
both Sacredand Jaw vp: ; and very ob- 
ſervable amongſt proviſions, was 
both the Confuſlon of £ tr, pt 


Few Cu a Natio al. extefit, 1 ' 
of ) 


hurch ; and the ſadred Eff 


The uk 


ciates, and ' Mimfterial, Co- 
with him in the 7 lt ation, were furs 
niſhed with an rxrr eoridinary ſhare inthe 
ſame Spirit ; joynely Uemonſtrating the 
Dwinuy of the Word in their menchs, 
by infallible Signs and Seals of it in 
their bands ; Oravsles with Afracles. 
Again 


[a meine Orour tee 
Unvwuer (al one it's : 
Subje&t of this «1 The Arch 
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Again; the Church being founded, and 
the chief Founder removed from his Co- 
lory, and the reft ready to follow ; the 
fame God who appointed Prophers, A- 
poſtles and Evangeliſts for the Original 
Fonndation and Gathering of his Church, 

rovides Paſtors and Trarhers ( a con- 

at and inviolable Order and Series of 


 Ecvleſiaftival ) for the ſurceſſive 


ed: focarion &: , in pro- 
pagating et the received 
Religion; all Copartners in the ſarne 64. 
reditary Spirit z though with the diffe- 
rence of orainary arid extraordinary, be- 
tween thein and their Predeceſſors ; and 


alſo Fore conſiderable diver foficarion 4- 


mongſt theniſelves, as touching particu- 
lar Gifts, or particular ſer Forms and 
Degrees of thoſt Gifts, or their #ſe- 


agall unverſally ſured ro her parti- 
it States , Conditions 'and. 


| far ſerviceableneſs in the Church; 
| | ular 


| Fs is& Buarierges , in caſe of Pey- 


C 
Exi thiis in caſe of carnal Stemri- 


«tion and; Calamiry, = Barnabas, in 
caſe of | Nentrality and Lukewarmeſi, a 
Zelores ; in eaſe of Hereſie or Corrupts- 
dn in Dothrine, Chanpion-Defenders 4 
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the Faith , Orugen againſt a Celſus ; Te- 
rome againlt a Helviduw, fovinian, Vi- 
Lilantixs, &c. Auguſtine againit an 
Avrrin« (as alſo Athanaſins) 3 Donatus, 
a Manichean, a Pelagius , &c. Baſil 
againlt an Fxanomins ; Cyprian againſt a 
Novatus ; Hilary againlt a Conſtantine , 
Arnobixs and Lattanrins againit obſti- 
nate Gentiles, nay whole Comncils and 
Conſiſtories of Orthodox Fathers againſt 
the prevailing  Hereſies of their Times 
ſucceſſively; - the Nicene, -Conſtantine- 
politan, . Epiieſine; and Chalcedonian, 1- 
gainſt the ſame number of Arch-Here- 
ticks, Arrins, Macedonius, Neſtorine, 
and Extyches; fo that the Church is ne- 
ver left without a witneſs of Gods Truth, 
more-thanche 1World is, of his Power ; 
Morevyer, in caſe of Defamation, Re- 
proach; or Contempt of Religion or Cler- | 
2y, ſtill ſome or other ſtrenuous Apole- 
£4jt; for a Tertullus, a Tertullian, &c. 
Briefly, . Sir , in this Myſtical Body ; 
(like as it-is in the Natwrah, S. Pau 
Smile, elſe 1 durſt not ufe it) ſome of 
her Official Members are eminent for one 
gift, others for another ; ſome for 
T ongaes , others for __— & 

rip- 
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Scripture ; others for Prophecy or Prea- 
ching ; ſome for Poſitives; others for 
C Dub ; others for a dexterous reſo- 
lution of Caſes of Conſcience , others 
again, not all, (for you know, Sr, a 
double Cap may ht a Head,which a Mitre 
will not) for Fccleſiaſtick, Polity and Go- 
vernment, &c. But the whole (as I ſaid 
before) univerſally accommodated to all 
the reſpeive, States, Conditions, and” ' 
emergent Exigencies of the Church, 
whole Paſtors, Teachers , Guides and 
Overſeers they are by eternal ſanction 
conſtirured and eſtabliſhed. 

In fine , Sir , There be two grand 
Official Atts neceſſarily incumbent up- 
on the Clergy, as the publick Guides, 
Teachers ng Inſtruttors of the Church 
namely the propagation,& the preſervati- 
on,the delivery,and the ſecurity of Divine 
Truth and Religion ; the revelation of it 
to the Church, and the defence of it be- 
ing revealed againſt its and her Enemies. 
, Now in o1der to a laudable performance 
of theſe Offices,there is 1 .abſolurely pre- 
required in point of priviledge, the de- 
revation and reception of that Religion 
from God himfelf', the Author of: all 
H 3 Truth, 
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Truth as well as being : and 2. ordinarily 
by way of neceſſary antecedent and pre- 
atryve to , Aa competent know 
rd and skill in the Zarine, mare 
Hebrew Tongues (thoſe, at leaſt , the 
firlt bei ir. general uſe, asin the pur- 
ſuir of all manner of knowledge i in ge- 
neral, ſo of Divine in particular ; both 
the other two being the Ori gina Lan- 
wages of that © ly cates Fo: 
live of God ind tis Will 
wres, c0-inſpired of God, m—_ 
Ry the Novel therein contained and 
thereby conveyed, and the laſt Teft of 
Sacred Truth jn all- Appeals;) in Lots 
cal Methods of Ratiocination and 
courſe ; in Natural and Mord! Philos 
phy, in Meraphyſicks, and the other more 
parts of kdumane Literature, that 
Nawrals being poliſhed and ſomewhat | 


refired by theſe ( the Divine being | 


founded in the FF ) our Eceleſiaſtick. 
Candidate may be the better prepare 
for his ſacred RG ud Agfa}. 
Theelggy in all its parts, Dogmatica,, Fr 
lemical , Acraamatical and Conciond, 
&c. for the reception of Sacred Truth 


cC 


| 


from Ged, ordinarily conveyed in E 
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uſe of Means, namely, (as to Minifteri- 
al accompliſoment ) Learning and Learned 

es, the great deferents of know- 
ledge ; (whence 15 obſervable the Divine 
Providence in the fucceſſive circulation 
of Learning aud Religion rogether in the 
world, viz. from its very Aborigines ahd 
the Chaldeans,to the Egyptians ; from 


. themto the Greciqnzs ; from them, roche 


Romanz;till ar laſt arrived in this 1ſcand, 
to the reſcuing of ir from-its Original 


Darkneſs) for the propagating of this 
Tok ng roceivel. enherker by way 


- of ſacred Orthatomy in a due explicarion 


and application thereof ,or a dexrroms re- 
ſolution of caſe 7 wr ,0r wriring,or 
otherwiſe ; and laſtly for the preſerving 
and ſecuring of it, when publiſhed or pro- 
ated,partly by a polemick defence of , 

and contending for the Faith, partly by 
a due regular Paſtoral condut# and 
Chureh- Diſcipline, &c, Now; Sir, as 
ipperitaae culpe adunmerat xr (as laith the 
lian Law) Ignorance by youchat- 

ged, 15a great crime inthe Clergy, and 
no leſs plague to the Lairy; for if their 
very Light be' Darkneſs, how great mult 
be that Darkneſs ? So on the contrary ; 
H 4 the 


aw. 


Let. I, fs 
123. 


; Anſ.p.80 
Ef ſp 


(120) 


th e Qualifications mentioned, * concur- 


ring with other Supernatural Gifts and 
Fecleſiaſrick, Order, and managed with 
comperent wi/dom , pr udence, and dif 
cretton, 1 conceive ſufficient in foro Ec- 
cleſie, tro denominate a perſon, ay able 
Minter of the New Teſtament ; and 
then Ambaſciator non porta pena, which 
very thing is happily confrmed by your 
own little authority ; for though it be 
not neceſſary (lay you) for every Guide 
of a Pariſhgo underſtand all the Oriental 
Lanouages, or to makg exattly elegant, or 
profound Diſcourſes for the Pulpit, (both 
which , by your 'own confeſſion,” our 
Clergy do, and therefore inſtead of de- 
tet, ſuper-erogate) yet moſt certainly, 
it 15 very requiſite that be ſhould be ſo 7 
learned and ndicions, as prudently toad- 
viſe, dirett, inform and ſatisfie the pte- 
ple 111 boly matters &c.And if the Author 
of the Contempe of our Clergy,once prove 
their incomperency of Qualification, and 
ſufficiency 10 theſe Minſierial At «and 
Offices, he-is ( 1 muſt needs f ay)a moſt 
dextrous Ingenioſo | elſe (which had 
not his own Minien ſaid, 1 durſt not) 
Fool or Knave ! 


A 
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, As touching the Second Particular, 


That the Clergy of the Church of 
England, Sir, 1s juſtly chargeable with 
rhe wanr of that Miniſterial Knowledge, 
as explained, or with 1gnorance and 1n- 
ſufficiency ; 1. do in their name and be- 
half, peremprorily deny. That in the 
Twilight indeed, and early days of the 
Reformation, Preaching like the conſti- 
tution of the Church it ſelf, was rude 
and impolite ,” 1s confeſs 'd: Yea , nor 
is it denied, bur that there be here and 
there---cacxs ceco dux , fuch as your 
Booty- Antagoniſt may be , or ſome 0- 
thers of his Byother- Levites, whoſe on- 
ly Mama ta Homily, and Ticenſe, Li- 
turgy / Dutiful Sons of the C urch , 
who can ſpeak as an indulgent Mother 
hath taught them! and here and there 
a Sixth-Rate-Non-conformift, a choice 
Veſſel (poſſibly) bur poorly fraughred ! 
Such, I deny not, bur there be, of both 
Predicaments ; who to their own ſhame 
and ignominy ( bur that is the leaſt ) 
and to the diſparagement i rantum of 
their Function, Doctrine, and Church 
wherein 
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wherein they live, are devoid not only 
of the - Ornamental part of Learning, 
(we could abate them that) but evenof 
what is abſolutely requiſue to render 
them oe or workmen that need 
not to be d, who may therefore he 
molt juſtly contemned; for Logick,, Rhe- 
rorick,, and other neceſlary parts of 
Philoſophy ,, thoſe they. left behind them 
in the . Univerſity (if they were ever 
chere) from ethey came-—ut canis 
e Nils: For Languages, 2 lictle Latine 
ſeryes turn,(and ir were well for Priſci- 
an, that there were none at ar 
Greek; and as to the ents Ir Y 
a Holy of Holies, roachable 
ordinary Priefts , a Difs race ;tq them 
ſelues, to the Church, to the Miniſtry, 
and Relgien] ' May Authority for ever 
doom ſuch to the Deck; but that I be- 
think my ſelf, it is roq near ro the Pul- 
pit, &c, You ſee, Sir, you cannot be 
more ſevere than my Fi where there 
is occaſion for it. But now, Sir, will 
you ' draw your Argument from 
Day-ſtar to the Meridian ? or be 
cauſe only here and there a dim Light in 
it, diſparage our Cand'eſtick,? What 
is 
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is the rude impolite, yea, impertinenr, 
Miniſtrations and Inſuffcigrey of a few, 
tO 2 Fore Senerality. ? or in eed, 
Plurality ? Nay rather will aot the ac- 
compliſhment and renow'u of the yenerali- 
ty, make abundant recomperce for the 
defets and diſerage of a few? Sothat 
there is greater reaſon for publiſhing the 
Cregit, thau the Contempr of the Engliſb 
Clergy :——3 Clergy that deſerves more 
4 Perris than needs my Aral), 
or tears your Inqueſt. Two things I 
will be bold 3h. >», by 

1, There "is. no Profeſſion in the 
world, wherein there have been fo ma- 
ny perſons eminent for all the ſeveral 
parts in the whole Excyclopady of Lear- 
wy as the Clergy, eſpecially the Er- 

li[h. 

; Again, 2. There is no Hierarchy or 
Clergy inthe world, wherein there haye 
been ſo many j erfons eminent for [ heo- 
logical accompliſhments, as the Cler 
of the Church of England. What ! 
and yet ignoratt ? yet contemprible ? 
Hiſtory mey to al}, Memory to many , 
and impartial obſervation at preſent , 
faye the labour of a Liſt or Catalogue 


of 
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of ſuch Worthies in the Britiſh Church, 
as might have rivall'd it in competitor- 
ſhip with any Clergy in the world ſince 
the Apoſtolical it ſelf : But fruſtra Her- 
culem. For Orthodoxy and praftical 
Divinity, for a ſolid and clear Expoſition 
of Scripture, for acute deciſion of Contro- 
verſie, for admirable dexterity in reſol- 
ving of Caſes of Conſcience, for an in- 
comparable faculty in preaching and 
praying, even to an emulation in Tranſ- 
marine Divines (all attended with) a 
correſpondent courſe of Life, the Urim 
with the Thummim ; for theſe (1 lay) 
the Brittiſh Miniſtry hath been, even 
ro a wonder, renowned all the 
world over.—— Stupor mund: Clerus 
Britannicus ! But to Matter of FaR. 


As touching the Third and lat Par- 
ticular, relating to the 1gnor-orce of the 
Clergy, viz. your Charge and Alegati- 
05 in the Caſe, which 1 have vouch'd 
ro give anſwer to; 


Your Inquiſition , Sir, | find to be 
like a Country- Aſſize, circular ; nimbly 
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ſelf in riding the Circuit ( not your 
Votive Parſon had rid Sun and Moon, 
both down and up again ; ) viz. inferiour 
Schools, the Academy, the Pulpit ; for 
that you may convict the Clergy inthe 
laſt, you criminate both che former ; 
undermining (as is plain) the Charch 
inthe School, Religion (in its great de- 
fence) Learning. Bold Purſuivant! 
whom neither an ungovernable School- 
Fry , nor , Academical' Splendour , nor 
the dread of an Eccleſiaſtick Key, no 
nor the reverence of -x Mitre, hathde- 
terr'd from the Attempt : But I pre- 
pare- to follow yon, Sir, awre 26A, in 
vindicating the Schools, the Univerſaties, 
and the: Clergy of England, all by you 
criminated; ſubmitring all to the Rea« 
ders Umpirage. 

Your Proceſs then is commenced and 
proſecuted ab ove ad mala; from the 
very firſt Initials and Rudiments of Li- 
terature'; = the beginnings of Educa- 


tion, (in your own. phraſe) inthe firſt Ler. 1. p. 
Travial Schools ( aeynerdurriete) and the 3,4: 


firſt rhing/ you criminate herein, is the 
old faſhion d Methods and Diſcipline of 
Schooling itſelf , as undoubtedly charge- 
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Let. 1 ww and Gra 
wards: Sir ; I wonder not, char he . 
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- able with great part of over Misfortnts, 


alledging very remarkable arid thiſchie- 
I of rity, and abuſe of Tomth, 
means thereof : A great Charge! 
ially if we conſider that the {eſs of 
abnſe of our tetwlet and more dſripling- 
ble time , rhe Adpyning of out 
wherein knowledge is apteſt to 1 
rate with otir very Conſtirution, i 
ah Erfout in the firft concettion, hardly; 
if ever; :retifable. © Put to proof, Sir, 
Generalia non pangwitt , for my patt; 1 
perceive none, but # Magiſterial Advi- 
ſo of Tome chrering Alleviaryve to Lads 


” 4 few Laine 


who is M1 enemy to otir Clergy, and Rr- 
ligion, is ſuch to our Literature” and 
Knowledge likewiſe z of that he: who 
to Knowledge 


of : 


and 


Age, * 


SS TSSTESSES EMS LOOT OTTER 


(127) 
abd that not nt of vtneration to Row 
or . Athens ticither, bur from a ſenſe of 
_ univerſa}. uſefulneſs. and {abſetvi- 

to higher . Profeſlions in Church 
ms to & great emblation ad 
grudge inche Kowsſb Church, wherein 
al. Urban-Profeſſor., and here and there 
2 Padro-Latins: (for whom yer a Weſt 
mih/ter-Lad., - who . never - aw 2 fe- 
cond Climatterical , would ſerve for 


and Cock weil Te, ou - gone 
uſher'd: i ws with heme 
pram $ armed 


a 
Tanbatal 57 fans which yer 
Shotar afualy apo pp 
parpaonn' ar * evident t 
Is wr ay ourry , way war Sh 
r of once 
ol Aras ron Ayu Sars 
ILL ſtady-ro deter. and difcou- 
rage Parents from ing, _ 
Youth from polng to cither $c 
Univerſity; but oy dvr, 
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As tonching the Latize and "Greek; 
and : thoſe other Learned Languages ; 1 
aſſert; that both in regard thoſe are rhe 
P araſrenaſtick_ part of Learning , and 
the general. preparatives to'Knowledge, | 
and alſo that the Acquiſt of them,” 'in 
their reſpective Onagraply, Projody, ' 
Erymology;, | Syittax , | various Idioms, | 
copious S1gnificancy, due .aſe and Ele- 
gancy,/&C. 152 purchaſe of long time; 
it being ſo; I ſay, chey, mult cherefore 
be early attempred, .cloſety purſued, 
(believe) abrer pertelien 116 a\ 

Bur\to go on; ood Sir,l pray what 
is that Se Model you Wiſdom off 
inſtead of the antiquated one, 25 4N ah 
leviative or \expedient,”7 ufder this fathe 
Grammatical. Drudgery *-— 006 rgire 
wow.d xipz/! You propound it disjunRtive- 
ly, for the. greater choice z/ one 15 — 
Reading | of | ſome innocent! Engliſh Au- 
ebors\for- {þme part of che time; 'Ex- 
gliſh Autbors by Larine and Greek, Sch6: 
lars till they can write. 'themſeives ſev- 
teen Of ſeventeen - Howbeit your Kea- 
der may.the leſs wonderar this, whenas 
youds afterwards adviſe the very ſame | 


to the flouriſhing Univer ſuy-Tou®! 
ut 
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But remember, Sr, that all this while 
you are proceſſing of the Clergy ; thoſe 
you condemn contemn as ignorant; 
that you may prove them ſuch in the 
Church, you criminate their Education 
1n School and Univerſity ; in both thoſe , 
you reprehend not Warr, but Exceſs of 
Learning, for ought Iſee: Latizle and 
Greek too much , and for Engl;ſh,nor 
enough. Strange Argument! The 
Clergy is too much knowing and learned 
in the School and Unverſuy; ergo, too 
little knowing, and ignorar inthe Pul- 
pit :--= Riſum teneatis Amici / 

But what Ezgliſb, what innocent Au- 
thors do you mean? Prophets , A- 
poſtles and Evangeliſts ? The Bible 1s 
uſed by them; but chat I dare fay and 
ſwear is not your Meaning. What 
then? Hiſtorians? Leave that Pro- 
vince to the Hiſlory-Readers mn the Vni- 
verſities : Belides, the Remedy would 
prove worle than any Diſeaſe you can 
apprehend in the cafe, it being ſufficient- 
ly known that ſuch Youths as have bend- 
ed their early Genizs's to charming Hi- 
ſeory, have foreſtalled all their furuce 
hopes, and perfectly loſt the Scholar in 

I 
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the Hiſtorian, Moreover, if Engliſh 
muſt be the Study, ſuch an emaſculated | 
Muſe were hitter for your School-Dames 
Ferwla, than for that of your little migh- 
ty Governours of Paul's School, or Weſtk- | 
minſter, &Cc. 

You bad done well, Sir, to have ſpe- 
cited your. innocent Engliſh Authors, 
that we might have known your Mean. | 
ing, as now we ſuſpett it. 

Another Expedient (in caſe the for- 
mer do not take) is the teaching Lads, 
the Principles of Arithmetick, and Ges- | 
metry, and ſuch like parts of Learniny, 
as what they mirhrt be much more ea 
rauche (fay you) than what is common 
offered to th:m.--- A neceſlary Qualihca- 
102 for a Clergy-man, pre-required of 
him in the Low-Form-Schoo!s, upon pe- 
ril of the imputation of /gnorance, and 
Contempt to boot, inthe Pulpit | (asthe 
latter of them, Geomerry,was by Pyths 
goras in his Scholars, who Joſt uſtia 
Martyr by the means. ) The Rule of | 
Three, a ſpecial Directory in ds 
ſtery of the Sacred Trimty / and 
Terreſirial Glove, to the Celeſtid: 
Though I deny nor, but that thole ar 

Ornamend 
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Ornamental parts of Literatzare , but 
what muſt be learned in their due or- 
der, ſo as not to interfere with the more 
uſeful and neceſſary. And do you rec- 
kon and recommend the difficult Hypo- 
theſes in Mathematicks, and no leſs dith- 
cult rerms of a Quantitas Continua, 
Points, Lines , Superfice , Rettilineal , 
Curvilineal , Parallel, Perpendicular , 
and ( what are more likely ro bring 
down the Pin of the Mouth than 2 
Triangle,) Rettangular, Obliquangular, 
Obtuſangular , acutangular , Parallelo- 
grams, Parallelepipeds, and ſuch Broad- 
ſides as theſe (than which (ſay what 
you will) Homer himſelf never dif- 
charged larger) do you (I fay) reckon 
or recommend theſe as more eaſily raug bt 
and learned than the early Rudiments u- 
ſually offeredLads by their $choo!-Guides, 
as the introduttory and preparative part 
of Learning? Are Euclid's Elements 
the caſte ? 


Another Expedient 11 your new Mo- £Z#t.1: 
del (choice enough) is rhe more inſenſi- Þ- bs) 


ble and advantageous inſtilling and infn- 
ſing of Languages into Youth, by read- 
ing of Philoorbicad Authors, &c. A 

I 2 likely 
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likely matter , that a School-Boy will 
prove conliderable Proficient in reading 
Philoſophers, which the moſt ſagacious 
can hardly malter ante annum Sacerdota- 
lem, before that age wherein a Jew was 
licenſed to read Ezeckiel. And why 
Philoſophical Leftwres ? For the Lan- 
guage only ? Can fuch a Wiſeling of ty 
be 1gnorant that there is inhnitely bet- 
ter both Greek, and. Latine , than ever 


PhiloJophy was dreſs4 in >? For the .:; 


Matter only ? that every Boy may be- 
come a Sophn ! then adiew to the Lan- 
L#arves. For both Language and Do- 
{trine ? \that 1 donbrt me will prove a 
more difficult Province to a Novice,than 
what is »ſually offeredto them. What 
your umverſal Charatter ſhould be, 
which you ſay would - be the happieſt 
thing that the world could wiſh for (but 
you have forgot,'tis indeed at the further 
end of the Book , the virtuous days of 
refcundins King Henry's Toll, but 
may be they are co-incident) what this 
(T fay) ſhould be, I cannot gueſs, un- 
leſs you mean the Language of the Beaff, 
the Romiſh Sh bboletb ; and ver or dina- 


ry Latine, you know , will __ I 
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that. But in hne, Sir, if in your {rrte 
Houſe by the Church-yard, Youth may 
be ſufficiently Schodl'd m Mathematicks, 
and the other parrs of Philoſophy, then 
farewel en for ever! 

The ſecond thing you reprebend in 
common Schools , 1s the promifcuous 
inconſiderate ſending of all kind if Lads 
to the Umverſity, «. © Wras their Parts, 
or Purſes, or Inſtruttions be, &c.Where 
hrſt' remark, that you grudge our V- 
moverſuniet their Touth, as you do our 
Church their Clergy; well knowing , 


chat it is the Nirſery thatfeeds and fur- + 


niſheth the Fineyard. Again, the Rea- 
der cannot be ignorant how many choice 
and worthy Inſtruments both in Church 
and State , have been; whom neither of 
them had ever enjoyed, had Irfant- 
parts (afterwards ripened into a Preg- 
nancy.) and i nay. of Purſe (which 
yet Friends, Founders and BenefaRtors 
adminiſter relief under ) barr'd their 
admitrance into Univerſities; 23 wnthl- 
fubneſs 10 Geametry did Juſtine Marryr's 
into Pythagor as's School : and yet I am 
as apprehenfive as Yvur ſelf, whar 
Provitionz and Preparations are requi- 

F lite 
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ſite to the undertaking of the A{;niftry, 
As for the Letters commendatory "pd 


lamentable pitiful conſtruing- Maſter, 35 
you entitle him, and the er Inſtrufti- 
ons given his Pupil, I leave you to the 
Laſh of his own ſeverer Feral ; though 
I am as little inſenſible of the great 
charge and truſt of School-Guides, as 
of the concern of the Miniſtry now 
mentioned. 

As for that great Qualification in A- 
cademicks and Church-men, by very few 
minded (as you regret) belides your ſelf, 
namely , a good conſtitution and health of 
Body, an Athletick_ Craſis, I knownone 
ſo eminent for it. as your all-damning 
and illiterate Gentlemen (which we have 
had occalion to ſpeak of) for you 
know, Sir, Heftor was the eſt of 
all che Troians ; and by this rule, the 
beſt Paſtoral Staff were Hereules's Club: 
Bur if the Helliſh proje& of — 
all into a Caraſtrophe of Arheiſme 
Debauchery prevail, how rare a quali- 
fication this may be in the next Pygmean 
age, is ealie to foreſee. But Sir, why 
not Sex determined by your inguiſaive 


Wit as well as Conſftirution! why a con-* * 
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ſult of Phyſitiars about the one, more 
than of Mother-Midnights about the 
other ? For you know that Propheſie is 
nor permitted the Feminine ; nor are 
you ignorant that once a /oanne polleſs'd 
the Chair; and what cautelous proof, 
even tO a-habet., babet , of Papal-Viri- 
lity , 1s made by your Friends, ever 
lince the dayes of her Groaning Holi- 
neſs :---ſero ſapiunt Phryges. 

And now I ſpeak of the Female, a 
word of Cozen Abigail too , and no 
more of her for this year: Was it not 
enough, Sir, that you rebell'd againlt 
Aaron, but mult you have a fling at Si- 
ſter Miriam to0? Poor Triumph! I 
would be at expence of an Apology for 
her, out of reverence to her Sex, were 
it not for that regard I have to the Mo- 
deſty of a Divinty-man (a Brother of 


. your Cabal, who, I know, will peruſe 


my rap 2 as ſuſpeting how ſuch a 
tickling Subje& mighc happily influence 
a ſtale Barchelowy in the Faculty ; whom 
the Embleme of your [alacions Sparrow 
would of all others b:it become: Bur 
I am weary of this Pedantry. So much 

T 4 tor 
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for common Grammar-Schools , the pri- 
was Lapis, and firſt Stage. 


Your next 'Attempt, Sir, is made up- 
on England's grand Phrontiſteries , Se- 
wminarics and Seed-plots of Learning, the 
two famous fourithing UVmverſitits,Ox- 
ford and Cambridge ;, with whom (not 
ro mention the Paleſtin Kirjath-ſepher, 
Perſian Forum, &c.) the Grecian Athens 
it ſelf was no fit Competitreſs , yet by 
you criminared ! Sus Minervam ! And 
in them you reprehend two things, as 
what more peculiarly concerns the /m- 
provements of the Clergy therein, where, 
(in the Talrudical phraſe) diſcendum 
propter docendum, ---namely, Academick, | 
Exerciſes, and Academick, Wit ; wo 
great ſins, one of Omiſſion , another of 
Commſſion ; viz. The omiſſion of En- 
eliſh Exerciſes, which you offer to canli- 


- deration, as highly «feful, eſpecially # 
mijſlon 


the Engliſh Clergy, &c, The com 


- of Delicacies of Wit, as praning, quib- 


ling, Joquing, &c. bighly admired in 
ſome of rhoſe Ex-7ciſes: both may be 
reduced into one, and what a hainous 
Crime is that > (yet commicted againlt 
no 
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no more Holies than one) namely, want 
of Engliſh Language, and abundance of 
Wit in Academick, Exerciſes, Where 
firſt of all---44 cribrum ditta ! Marter of 


Fat is confeſſed, S:r, that is to fay , 


there is in the Univerſities, inflead of ver- _ 
narn'ar Engliſh, that which better -be- 


comes them, viz. Latine, Greek, &c. 


Philoſophical Exereiſe: : and inltead of 
Es Dodoneum, Aſinine Stupidity, or 
dull , obtuſe , emafculare , exc. quick, 
Mereurial, brisk, acute, witty, preg- 
nant Spirits, and all Specimens of In- 
enuity and Sagacity, to the honour of 
[4 Azsadimy, the Church, the Nation, 
and emnlation of Forreigners ; and I 
believe the prudent Governours of ei- 
ther Univerſity, will hardly be perſwa- 
ded by all your flex animons Rh:torick ; 
(as your dear Amaſio accoaſts you) or 
Lozick cirher, to alter their Method in 
the former, or not to cheriſh the latter. 
Bur (to render you more ridiculous, 
Sir, than you can the Clergy contemp- 
tible ) Engliſh Exerciſes in an Acad:- 
mick_ Diatribe) ---pud-at bec opprovria 
nobis ! What though the Clergy preach 
11 Engliſhto their people ? Muſt there- 
rore 
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fore that choice time, or any conlidera- 
ble part of it , which ſhould betothe 
greate(t advantage hubanded and impro- 
ved inthe acquiry of their due Miniſte- 
rial preparatives and gp "4 of Lite- 
rature , be ſpent upon their Mother- 
'Tongeu: ? Impertinent! The Rules and 
Methods of Oratory, the Arts and Ar- 
guments of perſwaſion, are by you con- 
teſſed to be the ſame in all Languages; 
And ſurely he hath bur a very snconpe- 
rent Doſe and uſe of Reaſon, who can- 
not accommodate the ſame,to anyScope 
Theme or purpoſe pro re nata, upon al 
emergent occaſions , in any La 
whatſoever he is once Malter of : _ And 
as for thoſe Strains, and Delicacies of 
Wit you ſpeak of , they are 1. juvenile 
Elaes, the laudable produdts of a Tourh- 
ful Pancy. 2. The frequent Preluges 
of more than ordinary ſagacity and 
pregnancy of Spirit inthe years of me- 
turer conſiſtency ; and 3. In caſe wk 
time over-luxuriant beyond the bo 

of Modeſty, and a Treſpaſs in Erbicks; 
yet ealily corrigible by a riper diſcretion; 
andall to the greater experienced advat- 
rage inthe whole Trinity of mo 

AF, 
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Law, Phyſick, and Divinity : and what 


expence and exhauftion of Academick. 


Spirie muſt needs enſue upon the drain- 
ing of this Cephalick, Veir, is calily 
diſcernable. For that 4xiom of yours; 
that Roye- Dancers in the Schools , oft- 
times prove fack-puddings in the Pulpit ; 
I ſuſpend a Reply, till IÞbe berrer in- 
formed from the Dottor of th: Stage (to 
whom you do fo often refer ime) and 
bis Puppet : But to go on what a [ſtrange 
byſteron-proteron , like the reſt of your 
ribble-rabble; have you committed , in 
recommending the teaching and Jlearn- 
ing of Mathematicks and Philoſorhical 
Leftures, the prime Delicacies of Wit, 
to the lower-Form- Gr ammar-Schoo's;and 
Engliſh Exerciſes (nay a Caput mortu- 
um and diſpirited Muſe ) tothe Univer- 
ſities Yea, and a Solcciſme in Morals 
ro boot, in a petulant criminating of 
the want of both; ridiculous! Again , 
what more obvious than a wicked pro- 
jeRt of deſtroying rhoſe grand Semina- 
ries of Learning , and conſequentially 
Religion ? the Clergy in the Academy ! 
the Mothsr in the Nurſe! the Church 
of England in ber Vnzverſities ! &C. 


Let.2.p. 
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A compendious way, I confeſs: For to 
what purpoſe (as to the Concern of the 
Clergy) are Unverſities either founded, 
or reſorted to, if Engliſh Exerciſe muſt 
be their great Academick, Diſcipline ? 
and emprovement in their Native tongue, 
the higheſt Acquiſt ? which, the world 
be Judge, doth nothing ſo well beſcem 
an Alma Mater Academia, as your lit- 
tle houſe by the Church-yard ! or the Fe- 
rula of ou pitiful conſtruing Maſter ! 
(I am aſhamed ro fay) Nurſe, Mother, 
or School-dame | So that your Ironich. 
Conjugates, Univerſity-Scbolar , Uni- 
verſity- Learning Academick_ Toung- 
ſer, &c. 1 take to be bur verbal teſts of 
= uh; way projet ; 'whereby you 

udy to drain and exhauſt thoſe Foun- 
tains, which your Maſters tell you upon 
experience, you cannot ſo immediately 
poyſon, till at laſt, like bemudded low-we- 
rer-Nilus , they produce nothing but 
Monſters, like your ſelf; and Enemies 
[0 Learning, Religion, C burch and 
State; who I hope may be by Swordor 
Key in due time animadverted upon ac- 
cordingly ; if the Schoo!-Fry, or the 
Academich. Young ſters (as you call them) 
prevent 


—- 
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prevent not that piece of Jullice; and 
then Aſinus inter Apes! 

Laſtly, x a ——_ ' before, 
one ground of the Contempt of the Clergy, 
venaledn ro der hm—_; char \ 
you may demonſtrate their [gnorance in 
the Church, you quarrel their Educa- 
tion in the Univerſy ; here all that you 
criminate , is, want of Engliſh Exer- 
ciſes, and Delicacies of Wit ,, or (which 
isall one) too much Wit, Latine and 
Greek,, fc. in Academick, Exerciſes : 
now your Argument then, the Clergy 
15 both ro0 much exerciſed and expert in 
Latine and Greek,, &c. (or too little in 
the Engliſh; ) and alſo too witry in the 
Univer ſay ; £180, ignorant 1n the Pul- 
pit | Rare Conſequence! There they are 
Sophies, bur here very Morio's! 1 pro- 
muſe you, Sir, if by your Logick, you 
can prove Ignorance, by its oppolue, 
Wi and Learning : I would adviſe = 
to Hackney out your Cerebellum to bet- 
ter advantage, than here you have done; 
and ſo I have paſſed your ſecond Stage. 


We are now arrived at = ultima 
Thule, Maſter Inquiſitor, the very laſt 
| and 


Let. I.p. 
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and chief Srage in your whole Cirtwir , 
namely , the Pulpit, where I find the 
poor Clergy empannell'd in Wainſcot, and 
their ſuppoſed 17norance charged from 
Effetts, as before from its Cauſes , ef. 
pecially in the prime Miniſterial AR and 
Exerciſe of Preaching , which though 
(together with that of Prayer) I have 
before ſufficiently vindicated, yet 1 will 
now give brief Anſwer to your chief 
Allegations in matter of FaR, 

Your Firſt Exception. Sir is formed 
againſt ſuch Preaching as is either moun- 
tingly eloquent , Or profoundly learned ; 
where, ad hominem, I mult be your Mo- 
nitor at the very firſt, Oportet Men- 
dacem eſſe memorem, Remind your ſelf, 
Sir, that the grand delign of your In- 
queſ# is to deret the Ground, and Occa- 
ſtons of the Coritempt of the C lergy ; alas, 
ro betray them to it ; the chief grouns 
hereof by you alledged, 1s their [gno- 
rance ; and thus you attaint them de ca- 
pire, eſpecially inthe chief Offcial At 
of Preaching ; as that which is chiefly 
apt to bring Contempt upon the Preacher, 
«rd the Religion by bim profeſſed: And 
yer is your firſt Fxceprion this yr 

we, 


| 


| 
1 
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tive, ---Preaching either mountingly elo- 
quent, Or profoundly learned! What ! 
the Preaching both eloquent and learned ; 
nay, in both, ſuperlative; and yet the 
Preacher ignorant! How inconſiftent 
are you with your ſelf? Unleſs you 
underſtand St. Paul's Antiperiſtaſis in 
the caſe, as if mach Learning and Elo- 
quence had cauſed a Dotage in the Cler- 
£y: bur as I ſaid above, Tongue-trip is 
Gods Will, your own Speech all along 
bewraying of you ; as the Aſs you know, 
as well as his Maſter, ſpoke againſt his 
own Genizs: But now what Reader 
can ſo far proſtitute or debauch his Rea- 
ſon, as to reckon your 1ſhmael-like 
Tongue any Slander in anothers Cre- 
dir, fince you all along do fo foully be- 
tray your own ? 

Under this Head you criminate the 


- checkering and beſprinkling of Sermons 


with Greek Latine and Hebrew ; which 


% , on . * . 
yet, provided the Citations be pertinent, 


not over-numerous, and pro hic & anne, 
conducive to the magnifying of th! Of- 
fice more than of the Perſon , is juſtifia- 
ble by the ſame Authority that the A- 
poltle Pau! quored Heathen-Greck, ogt 

of 
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of Aratus to the Athenianty out of 
Menander to the Corinthians ; out of 
Epimenides , to Titus, &c, But] mar- 
vel not that you envy our Cleygy Learn. 
ed Languages in the Pulpit, as well asin 
the Schools ; though in the mean time 
4 rax them with Jgnorance; Thanks 

to God, the world 1s well amended 
with us, over what it was1n thoſe days, 
when ( as your Anſwerer notes) Gre 
ce nofſe ſuſpeftum erat , Hebraite 
Hereticumn , the Holy Languages, more 
than Ho'y men eſcape not the Inguiſiti- 
on elſewhere ; I do the leſs wonder, that 
they do not yours at home; as hardly do 
the very Maſorites and Guardians of it 
themſelves, Ben-Iſrael, Ben Manaſſth, 
Ben- Maimon, &c. though Jewiſh Learn 
nins be no mean Aſoniſceriad accom- 
plithment ; but poſtibly the Fatbr 
may pleaſe you better than the Sm; 
Abba Deminicus, Abba Franciſcw, A 
ba Ionatims, &c. and others of rhe P«- 
ternity , whoſe Worth and Merit, may 
influence to the lower Limbo ; ve 1 
doubt Jew and Gentile were both alike 
with you; for 1 do very much ſuſpedt 
you, and the rather, becauſe of your 
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inveteracy Expreſſed againſt the Sacred 
Languages, Hebrew and Greek; the U- 
mverſal, at leaſtwiſe, general Tenorance, 
whereof in the very Fathers of the Po- 
pi Councils is alledged by Bellarmine 

imſelf,as his reaſon for theC anonization 
of rhe Valgar Latine. What more intelli- 
Lible(lay you)ro all Mankind than Chriſts 
Sermon upon the Mount ? And what 
leſs intelligible (fay I) to any man, than 
his Sermon in the Falley, 3. e. by the 
Sea-ſide ? without (what the Apoſtles 
themſelves were fain to court him for) 
his own Exegetic:: And was not the 
generaliry of his Sermocinations (for 
holy and good Reaſons, beſt known to 
himſelf) Myſtical, Allegorical, Para- 
bolical , Smmlitudinary , &c? which 
brings me ta your next Cenſure, 


Your next Exception, Sir , againft 


Let. 1: 
p- 42+ 


Preaching, is formed- againſt the r:dicu- Let. 1.p. 
lous, impertinent Materials of the Ser- 44, 45: 
mon, as that which doth more immediate- &Cc. 


ly cauſe the Preacher to be ſcorn'd and 


und:ryalned: And under this Predica- 

ment, you ſum up a confuſed M:ſcellany, 

and Ribble-Rabble, — Prefaces- Textu- 
k 
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Textual Diviſions, Method of Diftrine, 
Intermixture of harſh — Chil- 
diſh Similitudes, myſapplied Tales, &c. 
Where you mult excak me, if 1 attend 
you not in your own prepoſterous or- 
der: It ſhall ſuffice that I defeat, or 
anſwer to your chief Cavils and Alle- 
gations, under one or more of theſe en- 
ſuing Paragraphs ; very briefly. 


Firſt of all then: 
As Preaching of the Word of God 


by perſons Called and Qualified rhereun- | 


to, is a Divine Inſtitution ; 10 there 


ſeems not to be a more exa&t Art of Or- ' 


thotowy, or Method of yy 
congruous and ſuited ro an Auditory, 


as Men or asChriſtians,than That by way 


of Dottrine, Reaſon and Uſe ,, Textual 
Explication , Rational-Scriptural De- 
monſtration, and Prattical Improvement: 
This is-plain, Sir , for by the firlh 
Scriptural Words and Phraſes, Idioms 
and Senſe is explicated and underſtood; 


by the ſecond , from Principles of com- | 


men Reaſon, (your own perſuaſive Ree 
ſon ) or plain Scriptural Texts, ” 
C 


cenſured, as Folly, a 
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Collettion (and therefore uſefully inter- 
mixt with Sermons, whatever you al- 
ledge from S. Baſil or Chryſoſtome whoſe 
ordinary Sermons were but ſhort Ho- 
milies preached as ſo many Sacred 
ſeurnals, every day ) the 7udg- 
ment is convicted ; and by the laſt, en- 
forced by the former, and cloſely inſi- 
nuated with ſurable, pertinent, pithy, 
_ zealous, but withal ſober and 
prudent expreſlions, the Aﬀettions are 
engaged 3 and what more can be requi- 
red or expected from this one Miniſte- 
rial Exerciſe > Which yet thus Metho- 
dized, js in your DialeQt, idle, empty 
and inſignificant ; but — Aſinus in Pa- 
le as{It may be a Lecture out of your Pro- 
teſtant- Homer, or Evangeliſt-Virgil, or 
Plutarch or Seneca (as Scultetus obſerves 
of ſome carowſmng Germans, near a kin 
to your Friend HetF.) might pleaſe you 
much betrer than a Sermon from one 
that is — Dionyſins Corinthi, But 
as rouching what hath been for an hun- 
dred years laft paſt, and ar preſent isthe 
uſnal Preaching 40 the Church of Eng- 
land , by you daringly and wickedly 

o a hinderance of 
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Salvation, rather than the Means to it ; 
I have ſufficiently defeated you before, 


which will ſave me a great deal of La- 
bour here. 


Secondly, Sir , z 


The intermixture of Allegories, Pa- 
rables, Metaphors and Simulitudes, in 
Preaching, provided they have a Foun- 
dation in Nature, or Scripture, or no 
way interfere with either , be appoſite 
and pertinent to the purpoſe , not over- 
numerous ; uſed with due reverence, and 
managed with prudence as to Uſe and 
Application , _ very -6abie. hob 
by the prattice of . Chriſt and his Ajo- 
files, and by the Official Scypes and 
Ends of Preaching : (1 might add the 
Scriprtural Repreſentations of the Divine 
Excellencies evSogwrmmaCus;, ay yu nu peer, 
«rpo2nrviuss;, which would do more au- 
thentick, exceution , than the largeſt 
Broad-ſides that ever you diſcharged 
from Homer )As f.r the former , the 
prattice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in 
this Allegorical, Parabolical, Similitudi- 
nary, &c. way, is ——_ 

aCol- 


| 
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admirable Reaſons whereof, you tell us 
you'Inot inſ5ft upon-ne 89 urdemthough 
I muſt tell you,this had been the way by 


your arguins , to have reproved; but 


you are wiſe, Sir, Ne Stor ultra 
Crepidam? Now this is a Maxim with 
me till otherwiſe inform'd,that whatever 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles did as publick, Do- 
frors of the Church, whe-cin they are 
imitable by their Succeſſors, Paitors and 
Teachers, &c, therein they may lawfully, 
nay in ſome caſes ou7ht neceſſarily to be 
imitated. As for the official ſcope and 
endof Preaching, it is the edification of a 
promiſcuous Auditory, which by Meta- 
phorical and Similitudinary inlinuations, 
(with the Cautions ſpecified) intermix- 
ed with Dofrinals. no deſpicable knack, 
in the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, . is very 
generally gain'd upon, and moſt laſting- 
ly influenced; inſomuch that a patt Me- 
taphor or Simile, bath often proved a 
Memorial Topick of ſuch a durable im- 
preſs upon be Mind and Memory, as 
that by means thereof the chief ſcope, 
ſeries, and contexture of the whole 
Diſcourſe, hath been remembred, which 
elſe had been irrecoverably lolt ; Sir, 1 
K 3 could 
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mo tell you of the chief Fathers of 
the Church , as Chryſoſtome, G 

Naxzianzen , and a nay (uh 
may be of more authority with you) 
the beſt 'Orators, both Greek, and La- 
tine, that have uſed this Meraphorice!, 
&c. way , as highly Rbetorical; ye, 
and of a Painter and a) Orator con- 
verted by means of one Simile ina Ser- 
mon ; but I forbear till better Acquain- 
tance with you ; concluding, that Pars 
bolical Dromuy, though it be not 4r- 


 gumentative, yet proves ofren Edifics- 


Ib. p.57. 


tive. Sir, cannot diſmiſs this Head, ull 1 
have a little reQified yours ; Youſay; 


that in Samilitudes thert ought to be an tx- 


att agreement with that which is compa- 


red. This is as good as all the reſt, an | 


. 


iy, 
a Maxim not leſs notorious for truth, 


exat N_ is next degree to Jdenti- | 
yet in omni ſinnli e#b diſſumile, s | 


/ 


- 


than you are for Forgery : Let usbut | 


inſtance in one of our —_ you 
quoted; Be wiſe as Serpents, faid heto 


his Diſciples, and harmleſs as Dover, | 


where he doth equally recommend to | 
them a qualitative reſe mblance and imite | 


tion , both of Serpent and Dove; _ 
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if there be as exat# an agreement be- 
tween the Apoſtles and the Serpent, as 
between your Gang and it, where is the 


Dove ? if between chem and the Dove, 
where is the Serpent ? 


Thirdly, Sir, 


Your Inqueſt is extralega! , contrary 


| to all the Rules of Preceſs ( which I 


could prove both from Cevilians and Ca- 
noni) The world is plagued with a 
peſhilent Pamphler or Libel, fronted with 
the Specious Title of The Grounds and 
Occaſions of the Cont of the Clergy, 
&c.The Geveraliry of the Cler is by 
you therein accuſed , bur all this while, 
none de nomine , neither by name, nor 
yet with the leaſt offer of , though 
you have the boldneſs to = that if 
there had been need (and was there not 
need? a Reverend, Pious, Learned 
Clergy being impeached by you in their 
Miniſterial Credit and Reputation, dear- 
er to them than their Lives; that ſo they 
might have anſwered for themſelves , 
juſtifying or exenſing, &c. Cru:l Mock: 
ings. ) If there bad been necd, ſay you, 

K 4 Bold- 
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Bold-face, you could have quoted Book, 
Page , Perſons and Circumſtances of 
time and place ( when, where , and 
whom, &c.) of all that you have alledg- 
ed , yea bur you have not, Sirzyour Al- 
ations are throughout your Libel, le- 
vied and levell'd againſt ſome or other 
Individuum Vagum , and Indefinites, 
which may be all as well 2s ſome, and 
none as well as any ; and all this without 
proof, I inſtanced in ſeveral above, of 
the prophaner ſort,of your own forging 
there may be more ; and I dare fay, 
are: the Latirude you take is great; 
non liquet , then, and therefore you 
muſt give me leave to read you with E- 
picharnw's guard, wprice ave; and 
for an utter ſpoiling of your Delign, 


let the Reader recall to mind that Hel- | 


liſh-Romiſh Principle above mentioned, 
(whereby you are in all probability aG- 
ed) namely , that rþe End doth ſpecifi 
(and therefore juſtifie) the Means ; 4s 
tor example, if the End propo 
and reſolved upon in the Conclave or 
Cabal, be that great and ſacred one & 
propaganda fide , let the Means cov- 
ducive ro the accompliſhing of this 
deſign, 
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delign be never ſo execrable, baſe » 
black or bloody , as Contempt of the 
Clergy, ſlandering, maligning, reviling, 
of the adverſe party, lying and diſſem- 
bling , Perjuries , Equivccatings, and 
Mencal Reſerves, nay, Sword, Fire and 
Taggot , Clandeſtine Murders, Open 
Vaſlacres, Depolition of Kings and 
Princes, yea, Regicide and King-killing 
it ſelf, the embruing of Hallowed 
hands 1n Sacred Blood, as their Patron- 
7udge Pilate before them, did his waſher 
ones in that of our Saviour, &c, All 
this, as horrid as it is, is upon its con- 
gruity, tendency, and correſpondence 
to the propounded End, ipſo facto, Ca- 
ronized for good and lawful , yea, and 


* meritorioxs too ! And who cannot (Rea- 


der be Judge) who cannot but abbor 
the Authors nd Abettors of that Religi- 
on, Which can render ſuch Fatts as thoſe 
are Canonical? whereof your Contempt of 
the Clergy, Sir, I have reckoned one. 


-Feurthly and laitly, Sir, 
What though 1 ſuppoſe (which yet 


till you prove it, I am not obliged to 
yield) 


(154) 
yield) that all your Allegation: were 
true in matter of Fat; yet ſhall you 
never be able by all this to prove whar 
you have undertook ; y, that the 
Generality , no Sir , nor yer that the 
Plurality of the Engliſh Clergy is igne- 
rant, Or inſufficient, and therefore con- 
remptible. Do your worſt. Therefore 
for a clear iſſue of the matter ; after en- 

uiry made into your Enquiry , and 
xe! Aburyen of _ C head 1 
gainſt the Clergy, I find the Particulars 
therein alledged , to be all reducible to 
theſe three Predicaments, viz. Some of 
them are, I confeſs, indiſcreet, irreve- 
rent, impertinent, ridiculous, nay, blaſ- 
phemous ;, and conſequently juſt ground 
and occaſion of Contempt : Others again, 
juſtifiable ; orhers, laſtly, not only jwſti- 
fiable, but laudable; grounds not of 
Contempt, but of Applauſe : again, thoſe 
very matters which are condemnation- 
worthy, are not the conſtant Prattices, 
but 0:ly accidental Zapſes of their re 
ſpetive Authors ; and bur, I doubrnot, 
few in compariſon of their Virtues; 
though you cannot more ſeverely down 
Irreverenc: and Impert: nencies, but eſpe- 
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cially Blaſphemies 1a the Clergy , than 
my telf, and therefore I do with all hu- 
mility adviſe two things ; Firſt, Thar 
whoever are guilty in the Particulars 
mentioned, they may upon recognition 
take and bear their condigne ſhame for it, 
Next, That turning your Accuſation 
into advantage, and being taught caution 
and circumſpettion, by the vigilancy of 
ſuchan Argus as you, who watch 
far their balting ( as you know who 
doth for devouring ) ready upon the 
leaſt rripp or occabon, Cham-like, to d:ſ- 
cover a Reverend Fath:rs Nakedne(s ; 
they may for the future, declare their 
Meſſage to their people in none but pro- 
per ( though Adetapborical) perti- 


* neat, ſignificant, duly coherent Expreſ- 


lions,with that reverence which may be. 
come the Divine Macy whom they 
perſonate, that gravity which may be- 
come their Sacred Office and Embaſſie, 
and after a way and manner univerſally 
condecent to the Miniſterial Profeſſion 
and publication of Holy Scriptures, and 
thoſe ſacred Myſteries therein contaiit« 
ed, whereof they are the Stewards , 
taking your laſt Salvo and Retreas (for 


as 
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as 1 preadvertiſed your Reader, you þe- 
gin with Pilate, and end with the Hy- 
lor, he may remember in what ſenſe) 
for a Warning-iece for ever, viz. that 


when the Gallants of the world ds obſerve 1 


how the Miniſters themſelves do jingle, 
quibble and playthe fools with their Texts, 
ne wonder if they who are ſo inclinable to 
Atheiſm,do not only deride and deſpiſe the 
Prieſts , but (as you do) droll wpor the 
Bible , and makes a mock, of all that 
Sober and Sacred. 

But now, Sir, to return to your ſelf 
again, If of three parts of the Clergy, 
(by proportion)by you accuſed,only one 
part be guilty, (and —— 
cency of two parts muſt ina 
the Clergy more honowr, than the Guile 
of one (2 le Terria can cauſe Contempt ) 
again of this one guilty part; the faults 
not cx/tomary , but few in number, in 
compariſon of Vertues ( Criminals and 


Crimes both few ) and many of thoſe- 


ſuch as are incident to the beſt, whilſt 
on this ſide the Moon, (though Idoubt 
not but you have turn' your Magnify- 
ing-Glaſs towards thed Crimes, as well 
as your Multiplying one towards both 


reaſon do | 


them | 
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them and the Criminals, ) If (I fay) 

it be ſo, of three parts of the Clergy, 
only one faulty ; and in this faxlry part, 
more Vertues than Faults! .more of 
what is honowrable, than of what is con- 
remptible ! with what colour of Morals 
or ſudicials,, of good Manners, or Equi- 
PA can you charge Jgnorance, and con- 

uently Contempt, upon the Clergy in- 

dehuitely ; upon the Generality, or in- 
deed upon the plurality by you accu- 
ſed > The impartial Reader be Judge. 
Now for a Criticizing exemplification of 
what I have aſſerted, namely, that of 
the three parts of your Allegations levi- 
ed and levell'd againſt the Clergy, only 

one part condemnable; the other two i- 

ſtifiable, nay one of them highly com- 

mendation-worthy and laudable; and 

then ar laſt a ſummary recapits/ation of 
the whole. 


Firſt then I reckon the Oyſter-Litany Leer. rt, 
and the Flownd:r-C'reed, the likening of p. 52. 
of Tſaiab's Wine and 1Mi.k to a Spiritum Ler.2. 
al Sack-Poſſet ; Chriſt's commy into the p. 128. 
world to ſav? Sinners, t0 a Chriſtmaſs- Ler.2, p. 
Feaſt of three Diſhes:theSon of God to the 5g, 60. 
Daxphin of Heaven , the Son of A” ob. p. 64+ 

re 


Let.1.p. 
$7, 58. 


\ Ler.1.p. 

: 55, 56. 
Let. T.p. 
63, 68. 
Let. 1. 
P. 62. 
Let.1.66 

_ #6. p. 67. 
6.p. 69. 


Let.2.p. 
72,G Cc. 
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the Deughter of God, &c. (&s wa | 


repreſented, though I am muth + | 
ded that your own endeared"Volupid; is | 
the Authoreſs Ml all) abominable Plaf. | 
phemy 1 Parſon Slip-Srocking, andthe 
ſpiritual Shop-kzeper (ſuch ay en | 
as Athanaſius complained of in his time) | 
both groſly tidiculous'' Your 'Chyme- | 
cal Divinity of Aqua-fortis, Sal-armani- | 
ack,, and Aqua Regia, as alls rhe'Spe | 
of Sorrow, and the Fullers Earth of Con- | 
trition ; your chyming Divinity of Ria- | 
ſonand Revelation ;, as alſo of ingreſs, 
exreſs and regreſs, number and name, 
manner and meaſure, &c. your barme- 
niow Divinity of the Sphears, and Pral 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity; your 
Mechanich, Divinity. of the ſftradling 
Compaſſes ; your Meteorological Divim- 
ty of the Text dropping and melting aſm- 
der ; your Horological Divinity of Spi- 
ritual Dialling, &c. All Folly and Im- 
pertinency ! . The Wedding Ring fit for 
the Finger, will not, 1 affure you, fi 
»ine, Who by no means likes—--arttim 
annu/un geftare! a ridiculous, immndeſt, 
laſcivious Epithalamixm inſpired from 
Hymen, more like than from the Jun 
nocent 


: 
l 
: 


——_—_— A—_ _ 


= UV @ kk. a +« H 24a mc. oo as © «a :- 


— —_ 


— ——— 


— me ———o nm — 


SD DST TE FF RaARELET OY OR H TTSESSSTS TD PRRET 2 


(159) 

cent Dove, and becoming a Wanton, ra- 

cher than a Pupiteer | The Butt of ſpi- wed, 

ritual Wine will bold no common Water ; ©, 124. 

L would ir had never been broach'd. The *'?" 

Cheft and Cupboard of Truth, is as emp- 

ry as the Barr, unleſs the Author mean 

the Ark of the Teſtimony. Faith like- 

ned toa Foot, a Leg, 2 Hoſe, &c. The L.1.9.59 

adulterating of the Apoſtolical Coyn; the £-2 9-03 

Milky way to Jupiter's Palace; the £+1-p,60 

threſbing worm Jacob; the Doors #6. p. 71. 
ing derroaxre , the note of great #b-p- 68. 

Sacks , and many Sacks, &c. ſweeping £*t+ 2. 

the Walks of the Heart, ſpiritnal Leech, Þ- 124+ 

Angle of Prayer, Fiſhing for Mercy, 

laying the Soul a whitening, boly girding £1 P75 

and rruſſong 'up for Heaven , and 16-7273 - 

the like Diſcoveries and Expreſlions , 

like your Salt-water- Language of Star- 

board and Lar-board, &c. all affected 

Strains of Irreverence, Folly and Im- 

pertinency. Again, Sir, the Sun of L.2..64 

Ri brcowfeſ , not Moon of Righteouſ- L.1.p.53 

Im this Sun paſſing the Signs of the ;þ. p. 56. 

Zodiack,, &Cc. —— ib.p.72. 

the Bulruſh-repentance ; Chriſt s taking ib, p. 74- 

the Diſciples a Cubit lower, while they 

were taking thought for a Cubit; the 


Scribes 


ib.p.75- 


Let.2. p. 
124. 
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Scribes following of a Thou rather than 
a That (that is, Perſon rather than Aer. 
C Advamare) Mercy turnin 
ins Rainbow ; ra Jeans vi 
indeed, but what hath no Arrowin it, 
and the like z though not like the more 
ſolid Divimty, yet very excu{able, yea, 
(being prudentially managed as to- uſe) 
1ſtifiable too, as being frequent quick- 
ners of Fancy, as this is of Attention in 
ſacred perfo es! Moreover, Ae 
Cuſatio vera, Comminatio ſevera, englilh, 
ed a Charge full of Veruy, and a Diſ- 
charge as full of Severity z the Textual 
Dividends by you criminated;as alſo m- 
raculun in modo, and miraculum un nods, 
and the like, are all brisk, laudable 
Notions; much like that (train which 
is known to have been very familiar to 
S. Auguſtine, Bernard, and other Ft- 
thers of the Church ( witneſs their 
Works) whom therefore you mightas 
juſtly in this reſpet , traduce an & 
e to Contempt, as Engliſh C 

_ : Of the —— was No at 
my ſelf heard but very lately froman 
eminent Pulpiteer, citing thoſe 


of the Pſalmiſt, I am wonderfully _—_ 


| 
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his Gloſs was, Acupiftus ſun (Engliſh- 
ingit) I am 4 curious piece of Embroide- 
ry or Needle-work! and very laudabie 
favoured I believe (as thoſe who un- 
derſtand the ' Hebrew better than your 
Countrey-Parſon or I do, can inform 
you) by the Original; And certainly 
intermixtures of ſuch innocent brisk 
ſtrictures, and quaint Notions as theſe 
are, do much add to the life of a Diſ- 
courſe. You ſhall be my debtor for a- 
nother , (and thea I return to yours) 
which you will ſay, is as acute a re- 
mark from the Pulpit , and delicacy of 
w:t, as any that occurrs throughout all 
your Narrative ; .namely this , that 
S. Paul isa ſpiritual Hermaphrodite ; a 
rare one indeed, if true; but how 1s 
that proved ? By his own teſtimony, 
elſe we had never known it; thus,he be- 
got the Corinthians, and travail d in birth 
of the Galatians ; and all this myStical- 
ly ; is he not then a /piri1414] Her mapbro- 
dire? A quaint notion 1adced ; which 
with many more witty and very laudable 
Attra tives of Fancyand Attention, we «+ 
ſhould never enjoy from the Palpie, 
ſhould you exhauſt that delicate Vein - 
L the 


(162) 
the Univerſity, or render it contemptible 
tothe Lairy. The proving of Monarchy 
or Kingly Government from Chriſt's ad- 
vice, Seek_firſi the King dam of God, &. 
and of Epiſcopacy, yea of Peerage too, 


. from the Greek, kvews in the faylors 


que'tion (asf no better Gentleman had 
uſher'd rhe Biſhops into the Houſe of 
Lords ) and arguing from Abraham's 
begetting of 1ſaac againſt Non-reſidener, 
I take to be amonglt many more, witty 
Calumnies of your own contrivance, 
whercin there is more of Mercury, than 
of Saturn; and leſs of Divinity, than 
of either: In the meantime, you re- 
mind me of one more, which I can fur- 
niſh you withal, and no more for me 
till your firſt Doowſday (which is hard 


by) One Criticiz;ng- upon that place | 
of S. Paul, Evil Converſations corrupt | 


good Manners, becauſe forſooth, there 
is *wAnier 12299 jn the Oricinal, did read, 
inſtead of evil converſations , wretched 
Homilies! a Phanatick, 1 warrant 
him ; but whom ſhall we blame here? 


* Since the Greek. will bear this Tranſl 


tion ? him, or S. Paul? or Heather 
Menandrr, from whom the _ 
ado 
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adopted it into the Sacred Canon? I 
leave it in medio, and proceed. 

Again, Sir, amongit Laxdables in the 
Fooliſhneſs of Preaching ,& what is ſuffici- 
ently pertinent , ſignificant, and com- 
mendation-worthy in the Sermons or 
Rooks of thoſe =—— you condemn, I Let. 1. 
reckon the likening of the Apple of that pag. 52. 
Tree which grows upon the Banks of the 
River Euphrates,which is to the Eye fair 
and rempting, but inwardly duſt and rot- 
tenneſs, to the frail corruptible ſtate of 
man. The likening of Scripture-Do- ;þ , 50. 
ttrines, Precepts, Promiſes, Threatnings 
and Hiſtories, to the five ſmooth ſtone:, 
&c. and ſhould highly applaud it, 
were the fourth but as ſmooth as the reſt, ,, 6 
The likening of Texrs to a Pifture, Mo- —_ J- 
ſes's Rod, Eli ab's Mantle , Solomon's © 
Throne, Noah's Dove, &c. and the 
like proemial inſinuations, concliative of 
atrention in rhe Hearers, all juſtibable 
by the Rules of Oratory : The likening 
of wholeſom Inſtruftions for young men 
and young women, to Apples of Gold, as £#t-2.p. 
being warranted by Canonical Parable, 132,8%C 
though you belike diſreliſh the Works of 
the LES becauſe there is fo m_ 
L 3 0 


ib.p.134, 
135. 


10.0.135, 
CC, 


iþ.9.1 37+ 
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of that in them, whereof $S. Azguſtine 
fourd ſo little, that 1s, nothing at all, in 
thole of Txlly, namely of Jeſas ot 
Chriſt : The likening of ftrensth,cime, 
parts,” Cifts, &e, to Males in the Flack, 
by the ſame authority, oc. But it is 
plain, Sr, wharever you prerend, that 
not this Authors Apples of Gold, are 
the Apples of Strife ; not Metaphors in 
Preaching , but the very Ordinance of 
Preaching it ſelf: Now for my part, I 
think theſe very good, ſound, ſavoury 
and praQtical Inftru tions , Toung men 


and yourg women, lean wpon the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, lean upon Chriſt; Wiſdom, 
Power, Righteouſneſs, Merit, &C,—— 
Yourſtrenvrh, time, parts and gifrs are 
all Malein the Flock, &c. —— Bleſſed 
h: whoſe tr a»{preſſion is forgiven ; ut 8 
not, bleſſed 1s the Honourable man, \the 
Rich, the Learned, the Politick,, the 
Vittorions ; but bleſſed is the P ardened 
man !"&c. O the Experiences that 
an old Diſciple, or old Chriſt:an hath of the 
Ways , Workin?s, Word and Love of 
God, &c. — Ab! None but Chriſt ! 
none but Chriſt! (the dying: Bellw- 
mine's Note! and what will be yours 100, 

unlels 
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unleſs your caſe be deſperate) None to 
Chriſt ; no Works, Services, Prayers , 
Tears, Righteouſneſs , or Holineſs to 
Chriſt ; lay out for, maks ſure of, cloſe 
with, cleave to, reſt, lean and relie upon 
Chriſt, &, Now, Sir, upon ma 
(ion, what do you ſay to it? where is 
the inpropriety ? What ground of 
Contempt here ? To me, to the 
Reader, to all Friends to the Ord:- 
dinance it ſelf, this doth, and muſt 
needs appear to be the cloſe, lively, per- 
tinent , practical Preaching of ſome Ze- 
lotes, a Workman that needs not to be a- 
ſhamed, nor ought (upon peril) to be 
contemned; amplihed in the Author by 
ſome 2ffettionate ingeninations, jultiha- 
ble in popular Sermons. 

Once more, Sir, (1 am weary of the 
Theam) your chief affault relating to 
Likznefſes, which I would call your A4- 
ch:/lean one, but that you are ſuch a 
Friend to Heitor whom Achilles flew, 15 
made upon the Chriſtian (as Satan's lair 
was upon Chriſt himle'f) in th: Mount ; 
where you con:ralt ewo Ord'ranc 5 at 
once, Meditation and or (rather) in 
Preaching ; the _—_— peruſe your 
sf own 


- 
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own words at his leiſure.: The great by- 
lineſs which you with your witty $ar- 
caſticks criminate and calumniate , is 
the —_ whereby the Author of 
the Treatiſe mentioned , hath uſed in 
the matter of Meditation ; bow juſtly, 1 
will quickly determine : © Mcdiration, 
'« faiththe Author, « lhe a withdraw- 
'* ing-Room:, like chewing of the Cad; 
* like climbing up into a Tree like a 
** Mount or a Tower ; like going into« 
*© Bath; like the Palat by which we feed, 
* like Iracls cating of Mama; like « 
Cordial tobe drunk down , &c. Andall 
the ſeveral Likeneſſes by you repreſent. 
ed with all the advantages of Wit that 
may be, to the Authors diſcredit; and 
in fine ſumm'd up in an Anacephalaioſs; 
* ſo that in a very htrle compaſs lay you, 
* Meditation is climbing, bathing, taft- 
* ing,eating drinking , chewing the Cud 
-=Jhas in Nuce! Compendious Wit! A- 
gain (** Meditation is like a Loadſtone ; 
* like a Cork to a Net : and ſoon after, 
ſay you) like diſtilling of Waters, and 
* beating of Incenſe;But now we gofar& 
deep; ©* Meditation is like digging of ſpin- 
** tualGold ont of the Mine wk 


(167) 
But we ſoon core above ground again 
fir alittle while ;, * and Meditation ts 
* like digging about the roots of aTree ,, 
*« but down again preſenily ; for Mcd:- 
**rarzon 1s like dir ging inth Mine of Or- 
dinances, &c. 1 am quite tired with 
your Likeneſſes! Now I doubt not of 
your own at mibi plauao here, nor yet 
of your Humſter's Amen And mat- 


-rer of Fa&t I have ſuppoſed; the 7u- 


ſtice of your Charge is the thing in diſ- 
pute ; where i witf uſe no ſuch taint .4- 
potegy a credendam eft artifici in ſua arte, 
you being an Invader of anothers My- 
ſtery , nor yet a greater one than that, 
ſometimes mentioned; namely ,that all, 
even the meaneſt of fuch Likeneſſes, and 
other ſtrains (canting Elaes) 1n a Pa- 
roxy[me of pious Zeal, are juſtihable in 
the fooliſhneſs of Preaciing (for lo the 
Scripture hath term'd it betore me) by 
the Official Scopes and Ends of ic, in 
popular edification , Seignior no I 
have you upon the hip again, as-I have 
had youall alons, to the rendering of 
you more ridic ulous and deſpicable to 
any diſcerning, unbyaſſed Reader, than 
you, your M:nions, your /aſters, or 

b 4< H-ll 
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Hell it ſelf (do your worſt) can the 
Clergy: $0 that Novacula in catem| 
Therefore ad honinem (briefly) Sir , 
You your ſelf propound and require 
that the Clergy would be guided and 
perſwaded by what our Saviour preach:d 
bimſcif, and thoſe Directions which b: 
gave to his Diſci>les for ſo Going : Good! 
But now (to ſubſume to your own Pro- 
polition, Six ) our Saviour himſelf 
preach'd and gave direttions for ſuch 
Preaching , as is here by you ſo criti- 
cally traduced, namely, by way of Mc. 
raphor and Simile, or (1n your own t- 
king Idiom) Lrkenefſes; (and a happinels 
it is that a wiſe and ever-bleſſed Maſter 
hath left ſuch a Precedent behind hum 
for the vindication of his calumniated 
and centemned Servants ) Do you fee 
then what a Dilemma, alias, an Oxfot 
Nooſe or Botardo, I am like, nall you, 
will you, to entangle you in ? name- 
ly, that eicher the Sexvane mult necel- 
farily (hare in the Maſter's ( Mumſit- 
rial ) bor.our ; or clſe the Maſter hum- 
ſelf, in the Servant 's Contempt / Chaſe 
you which you will, and ſtand and fal 
ro your own Maſter, 7, the Clay), 

| Preaching, * 
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Preaching, are all ſecure: Now' for 
proof of my Ajamption concerning 
Chriſt's own. Preach:ns, &c, Compare 
we with the ' Chriſtian on the Mount, 
Chr: Jl in tht Plain, viz. by the Sea-ſide ; 
that is, Chrij.'s own Preaching , with 
that of his dericed Aemifter >. ih 2 
your Sir, confi:lt and peruſe the T hir- 
»th Chapter ct S. Math: ws Gaſpct ; F. 
there you ſhall End in oze Ser:2 on of Qur 
Sviewr's, jult as many Similes of the 
Kinzdon of Heaven, (and as trange, 
if an Ath:ift be Cenſor) as you reckon 
up os Likencſſes of Meditation, in a 
lutle conpa;s of the Miniſter's : 
irtof ail, Th: Kingdom of Heaven 1s 
ibs untoa many which {owed good Secd in 
b:s ficld 4 Iuttie ater, The Kiag dom of 
Heargen is like nn1te'n grain of Muſtard 


ſerd ; as mock unlike to a Man, as the 


Net 1s to the Los :aſt one : . By and by, 
th! Kinodom of Heaven is like unto Lea- 
ven, very unlike unto rhe former : Af- 
rer tl ar. T hr Rind 299 of Heaven 1s lth CG 
wiito a Treaſure b Ws 4 Field; which 
you wou!'d call a coins far and deep, ard 
aud poli oy, but we " fon cowe above 
01:..4 26417 for tbe K:ngao 7 of Hea- 


Tn 
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ven u liks unto a Merchant-mau, &e+ 
And again (which hath very little or no 
reſemblance of the former Likeneſſes) 
the Kingdom of Heaven i like unto « 
Net ,&c, So that if a Mortal might dare 
ro preſume upon facetious diſporting 
with Sacred Scripture, it were ealie to 
reCapitulate, VI2. that 1N a very little com- 
paſs, namely, that of one ſhort Sermon, 
the Kingdom of Heaven 1s a Sower , 1 
Grain of Muftard-ſeed , Leaven , 1 
Treaſure, a Merchant-man, a Ne! 
Now, $1r, if you reckon this matter of 
Contempt in our Saviour, declare your 
ſelf ſtreight ; be no longer” Atbeift in 
diſguiſe; If not, then neither is it 
ſuch in his Af5niſters conforming to ſuch 
a Pattern, or (in your own Language) 
guided by bis Preaching and Diretlion, 
therefore ab abſurdo, if my reaſon may 
not convince you, let your own upon 
recolleQion ; bur if you be neither cor- 
vitted byargument, nor confound ed & 
therwiſe, for my own part , I expect no 
other, but that the world, at lea{bwile 
this part of it, England, will experience 
your Enquiry into the grounds and eces- 
ſions of the contempt of Religion, ad 
clerg), 
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Clergy (alias, an expoſal of both to it) 
to have been but a pro/ogue to a higher 
or further Province. There are two 
Books Sir, Which in labors compendium, 
you refer your Reader to , the one en- 
tiruled a Friendly Debate; the other 
Flames and Diſcoveries : your Oracles 
poſſibly ; but *iis all one; what your 
other Keaders may do herein, 1 know 
not; but for my felf, I think I hall 
hardly dare to meddle with them, 1 
have ſo much of you : As for 
the former ; I underſtand there 
is a Cerbers in the caſe, and I liſt not 
ov ephan tran ty tz. Asftor the latter, 
Flamma furo proxima ; and fire and 
ſrochare terrible things,eſpecially when 
more from the Pit, then from the mid- 
dle Region ; more plague, then meteor. 
But Siy, if your :011s fatuns muſt bave 
ſacred fxel to feed it withal , why is it 
the Enplijh Clergy and their Preaching, 
racher then the Rowiſh, which is known 
to abound with all manner of blaſphe- 
my, folly and imperrinencie? witneſs 
their own Janocent the third his mi- 
ſterics of the A lats . Durand's Rational; 
Tolt and Titleman, &c: Did ever En- 
gliſh 
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liſh or Reformed Divine commit ſuch a 
ridiculous, impertinent, blaſphemous 
gloſs upon Holy Scripture, as is that 
(ro inſtance but in one , for I long to 
be rid of them and you both ) of one 
of their very Cardinals, Barronims by 
name, upon thoſe verſes in the eiobe 
4a - $ 
/[a'm, weiating to the 1Mefſtah, Thou 
madeſt bim to bave dominion over the 
works of thine hands, thou haſt put all 
things under his feet, all Sheep and Ox- 
en, y a andthe Beaſts of the Field, the 
Fewles of th: Air, and the Fiſh of the 
Sea, &c. Now obſerve Reader Cardi- 
nal Points | —— Thou baſt pact all things 
und-r his feet, that is, under the feer of 
the Pope of Rome ; Shrep, that is , 
Chriſcians ; Oxen, that is, jews, and 
Hercaichs ; Beaſts of the Field, that is, 
Pagans ;'Fowles of rhe Air, that is, An- 
cels;, Fiſhes of the Sca, that is, Souls in 
PWYTAary ; 1}o more artificial , and 
ingenious { :covichs occurr in all your 
Rhavlody thea tele? but I am weary 
of them and you both. 

Therefore 5:7, by way of recapitula- 
tion (which is rhe other thing that I 
propounded) io ſum up the whole ; 


The 
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The Clergy of the Church of Enoland, 
hath been” by you charged with 1-n9- 
rance, as the jult ground of Contempt ' 
that you might prove them 5gnoran: 
you criminate ſomething in the Gram- 
mar Schools ;, ſomething in the Univer- 
ſities ;, ſomething in the Pulpirs ; in 
Grammar-Schools, the not reading | of 
Engliſh Authors, and the norreadingof 
1 Authors and Marhematichs 
&c. the former whereof is fitter for a 
Domeſtick nurſery, the latter fitter for 
an Academy: In Vniverſities, want of 
Engliſh, - that is, nothing' but Larne 
Greek,, &Cc. exerciſes ; and the delica- 
cies of Academic: Vit :Inthe Pulpit and 
Miniſter's laſt Ed:t:on,cither ſuperlatrve- 
ly eloquent ,or profoundly learned Preach- 
ing, partly ,& partly Preaching by way 
of ridicu/ozs impertinens Metaphor ,S imi- 


* es , and fuch like things as might pro- 


cure Contempt to the Preacher, and the 
Religion by fim profeſſed:Of rhe allega- 
tions produced in matrer of fat rwo 
parts of rhree are acquit:c4, as either at 
leaſt juſtifiable, or highly lawdable, and 
matter of applauſe rather then of Con- 
rempr ;, yeaand the rertia, third or on- 


ly 


(174) 
ly one part, that is confeſſed Prceant 
and fawlry , not cuſtomary neuber, and 
belidts atterded with wertues which 
may procure more credit and honour, 
than the defects can poſlibly, diſparage. 
ment or contempt ; all which duely con- 
lidered, your Reader be judge, what 
do all your arguings veprove ? 

The other part vf my Pr ovince I will 
quickly diſpatch, 


As touching the Pcyerty of the Clergy, 


I will briefly enquire , Sir, 

1, Whether Poverty be a »/t ground 
of the contempt of the Cleroy ? 

2. Whether Poverty be an altud 
ECC aſion of this Contempt ? And 

3. VVhethec Poverty ard Comentt 
may admit ot any r«dreſ; ? 

As for the former 

That the Clergy is upon the account 
of poverry therefore 4: ure Contempti- 
ble is molt juſtly denied , elſe .Chni# 
himſelf the Anteſignan and Head of the 
Clergy, and the Apoſtles bis Aſſociate 
had been de jure cont emprable or the 
former ,though L:rd of all,bad not where 


's 
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to lay bis bead, infomuch that when 
he had occaſion to pay a little Tribut e 
he was fain to be at the expence of a 
miracle for it, the latter by the very 
Laws: and Terms of Diſcipleſhip , nor 
Silver nor Braſs to buy neceſſaries for 
themſelves, nor yet Scrip to receive 
the charitable benevolence of others ; 
both (briefly) in extraFion, relations, 

oſſions, &c. ve oor | What and 
chr juſtly mth ? nay on 
the contrary. 

2. It hathever been matter of ſacred 
veneration towards the Chriſtian Reli- 
Lion, glory to its Author and Prome- 
ters, and wonder to a perfe& conſterna- 
tion and amazement in its Adver/aries, 
that it hath been founded and propagated, 
preſerved and maintained by the poorer 
predicament and order of mankind : 
who would ever have thought that a 
poor Duo-decemvirate, poor 1 extracti- 
on, relations, poſſeſſions, number, 
power and policy, Twelve inconlide- 
rable Mechanicks, within the ſpace of 
Forty years would have proved ſuch ab- 
ſolute conquerours of the greateſt parr 
of the known world, in ſubduing the 
ſame 
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ſame to and by rhe Chriſtian Faith? 
Though their oppone.xs were nume- 
rous,potent and politick : Verba legun« 
tur piſcatorum & colla ſubduntur Oras- 
rum, laid Sr. Anu7nſtine, Fiſhir-men, 
prove Frihers of men! (a Carmong quid» 
ble, but rhar it is warranted by fare 
Dwvino ) catching [mperial weeks in 
their hook; fubduing Scepreys to Chrilty 
Standard---the Croſs ! 1 ſhall nor need 
here to mention the ſucceeding Propa- 
>ators of the ſame Fairh, Primitive not 
Modern, the poor of Lyons, Paterins, 
Humilifts, Waldenſes , Albioenſesy&e 
Nor yet our own fiſs Reformers , ih 
whom a Djvine power was m ſt honour 
ably eminent, as well as in rheir Pre; 
deceſſors in thatrh9/e -ertormed by Afb 
recles, what th:ſe (which the above "th 
med Farher 6bſervs to be the greareft 
Miracles)performed without chem,faxe 
that of Converſion. But here a vehs 
ment Obje&ron is framed: from 4 
Divine. Provid:nce | againlt t he Cler- 
gy, uſnal with all Arheifts, againl: 


'# briſtians in general. 


Thou 
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Though Miniſters be called the men of 

God ( 
them in making them tolerable proviſions 
for this life, ——the people are preſently 
apt to think, that they do no more belong 
to God, &c, But what would you in- 
fer from hence Sir ? You will bewray 
_=_ ſelf again ; for you ſpeak your 
elf in the people: One of two mult 
neceſſarily be implied, either none or 
( which is the ſame ) an #njuſ# Provi- 
denc: in Ged ,, or elſe no part 0f ſhare 
in that Providence for a poorerC ler- 
y! Improvide nc: or injuſtice inGod 
n that he doth not make competent 
provifions for the Clergy ; or eile the 
miſery and unhappireſs of the poorer 
Clergy,in that they have no part in his 
Providence; and conſequently , their 
juſt ground of Contempt : No God. or 
elſe,no poor Clergy ! or if poor , contem- 
ptible 1 are you there Sir F Nay even 
off with your Maſcarado, wofols your 
ſelfdownright ; for the moſt deſperate 
Atheiſt, or (which is all one) Anti- 
ww gd , is one in diſguiſe; 
thereforeT aſſert oF truth, be you 
| my 


ay you ) yet when it 4s obſerved £*t-1 p: 
that God ſtems to take but- little care of 95+ 


—— 
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my Proſelyte z ifnot, I promiſe you 
upon conyiction -to own my ſelf 
yours) .Firſt, 


* That there is a Divine Pro 


*ry kind, order, and degree whether 
* Metaphyſical, viz, Generals and par- 
* riculars, things great and ſmall, or 
* natural, viz. things neceſſary , fre 
*and caſual; or moral, viz, ations 


* vidence, by which the whole World, | 
© and all its contents, creatures, a&- 
* ons, ſtates, cafes and concerns in eve. 


— 


* good and bad ; Or civil, viz. condi- | 


* t10ns proſperous and adverſe,&c. areal 
« preſerved, | epury and conduded 
* tothe reſpe 


ive ends allotted themby ' 


* the wiſe Creator, both particularand ' 


*. peculiar to each, and wniverſal a 
*common in reſpe&t of the whole, and 
© in andby all the ſupream and ultimar, 
* the Creator's own Glory, (be hav 


* ing noend in re tee more | 
t 


our himſelf ) 


* then morive to It, wi 


doth neceſſarily and naturally flow and | 
follow from the Divine perfettions and | 


properties , namely his Goodneſs, Wi | 


don and power ,fothat (to argue 
t- 


| 
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Nemeſins above quoced ) there is nei- 
ther will, nor «kit, nor- ſufficiency 
wanting in him which is any wayes re- 
quilite hereunto ; and hence, as a com- 
mon comnate notign indelibly engraffed 
upon Rational Spirits,acknowledged by 
( at leaſt ) the generalicy of very 
Heathens. Again, 

*Thart there 1s a peculiar kind of Oecono- 
*my,or a ſpecial Providence wherebyGod 
* as he wpboldeth all things in pace 
* the word of his power (to ſpeak wit 


_ © the Scriprwres,and then I am ſecure ) 


ſo doth in an eſpecial manner _ »phold , 
* preſerve, govern and adminilter his 
* Church, more eſpecially the facred 
* Tribe of his own Miniftry , 1s con- 
* feſſed by all Chriſtians. Thirdly, 
© That God is in all rhe 
* adminiſtrations of his Providence 
© (what he is eſſentially in himſelf) glo- 
* rious,” wiſe, holy, good and +, wet 
* ors (10 as that there is nothing of ;nde- 
* cency Or incongruity to his Majeſty in 
* inſpecting the leaſt things, more then 
* inthe greateſt ; no blemiſh to his bots- 
* eſs, 1n governing the bad and worſt 
M2 0 


0180) 
* of ations , mote then of the good ; 
* no ryranny Or vlence offered to the 
© liberty of ſecond cauſes, from rhe in- 
* falluwwility of the firff, more then to 
* the liberty of che firit, from the naturd 
* neceſſity , which 1s in many of the ſe. 
* cond ; no violation ( laſtly ) of his i#- 
* ſtice, in the fan) and © widely 
* different, how ingly ſoever un- 
* righteous, adminiſtrations of Prof 
* rity and adverſity to and in the world) 
* is (as the firſt by very Pagans, and the 
ſecond by all Chriſt;ans,) acknowledg- 
ed by all Orthodox , ſober, learned 
what then to make of you in 

an arraignment of this Providence, the 
Reader be judge. As for the ſeeming 
inequality of Divine adminiſtrations 
of ad-'»y/ity ro the rigbreow and proſpe- 
rity to the wicked in fomuch that it is 
their [canonical definition —— theſe 
are th: ungodly that proſper in the world 
(to the vehemear perplexiry of many) 
God's very antocray or abſolute pow- 
er and prerogative by vertue whereof 
he being the Onniporentiary and ſove- 
raign Froprietary of the whole world, 
7mre pore3t quicquid poteſt, may do by 
right, 
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right, whatever he can do by power, 
( accountable to none for his ations ) 
may ſuffice to vin icate his /»/tice : Bur 
(as for you ) the very Heathens have 
offer'd fatisfaQtion in this caſe, amongſt 
whom I recommend to you , Socrates, 
Plato Seneca, but eſpecially Plutarch, 
ſufficient to ſchoo! you not only in the 
doctrine of a Divine Providence in ge- 
neral, but ineven that of a-boly, juſt, 
and righteous one, and that in the very 
preſent difficulty : But as for others, 
incaſe the Academy fail , I am ſure the 
Santturry will not; Davids Oracle, 
will afford David reſolution, ( in this 
very caſe) if conſulted with ſuicable de- 
votion. Belides, one very material con- 
lideration in this caſe is this, namely, 
that there is a kind of »uſce{lany of- 
goodand badin the beſt and wor#t of all, 
whilſt on this ſide another world ; good , 
natural mor al or*ſyiritual as well as evil, 
now the righteous God , whoſe pure 
and holy nature inclines and. obligerh 
him to an equal love to the good and 
abhorrency of the bad; on the one hand 
often owns and crowns that natzral, 
moral ood in the wick: d with a temporary 
M 3 re- 
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reward as 1s portion #n this life; and on 
the other, frequently chaſtiſerh the evil 
that is in the rigbrcous with a remporary 
puniſhment ;, a the erernal full 
and plenary recompence of both , viz, m- 
ſery in the former, and glory and bap- 
pineſs in the latter, ro another world; 
{o that external ſtates and occurrences 
are but a. very-fallible /:dex of that 
muxeſt in God by you mentioned, I 
might add ſeveral other conliderations 
tor - ſatisfaction herein, as that the very 
afflittions of rhe righteous, poverty (for 
inſtance) in the Clergy, are by a wilc 
Godiintended,and by themſelves impro- 
ved , for real advantages, the Cherem 
turned into Rachew (as the fews ule 10 
ſay). na Sie watupar, Cc, and 
—_— but 1 haſten - towards a $04- 
cluſion, | 


Laſtly, Sir, what is by you inlinga- 
red as an argument againlt a Providevee, 
1s a conliderable argument for ar ; 
namely the Poverty of. thut Clergy W | 
yet. maugre all ED Tankes, 
reproaches, prejudice and contempt » 
preſerved andmaintained as the more 
iM- 
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immediate Eleemoſynary Dependants 
> 1 yo Divine Providence, herein moſt 
wy ſervable; which I conceive to have 
fl been one reaſon why Chriſt (as I no- 
ted before ) interdicted his Niſciples 


”1- 
” the Scrip as well as the Purſe ; but I 
Ws proceed , having declared enough for 
Wh the conviction of any ſober or ratio- 
hat nal ; namely , that there is a Divine 
1 Providence, general in the World, and 
one ſpecial in the Church ; that this Pro- 
ry vidence is univerſally bly juſt , and 
righteous ; thit ir is fo far from being 


inconſiſtent with, that it is moſt obſer- 
vn wr in the ſupport, preſervation 
and maintenance of a poorer Clergy ; 
bo and that a poor Clergy. is 20 juit bo 
ind of Contempt in the Laity; elſe Chriſt 
/ himſelf and' his Apoſtles, and both 
Primitive and, Mogern moſt emineng 
propagators. of the Chriſtian Faith, 
might, parsjure ſhare therein. 


L- | 

" 6 As touching the ſecond, Sir, 

an It is ſoon reſolved that the poorer 
A lort of the Reform ed Clergy is partly 
-» through the corruption of Man's hearr , 
Q- M 4 rartly 
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partly through inſtigation from Satang 


and Hell-inſpired Atheiſts , Socinian, 
Jeſmits __— perſons and all ſuch 
Cinifiees oltentative braggs and 
inſinuations about the full Coffers, ſpread 
T ables, coſtly J Honorary T wes, 
Grandure and Magnificence not on| 
of the Primates and Optimares of Chy 
and State, but of moſt orders of men 
( but eſpecially amongſt their Simie 
m purpura beyond the Channel ) over 
and above what the inferiour Clergy 
hath, de fafo (which is matter of grief 
and — expoſed to contempt in 
the Lairy ; but. quid ad Rhombun 
Sir? Doth matter of fat prove righy, 
in either Lawor Logick ? orarethey 
therefore to yours ? or ſuppoſe they 
were bleſſed with the ſplendour and 
magnificence here mentioned ; would 
this ſecure them from yours ora L«- 


icks laſh ? no ! flegm would then fer- | 


ment into choler; contempt into griage, | 


& emulation ,and your Inquiſition r6-a« 


theriſed for inſpection into the grounds | 


and occaſions of the envy ( as now of 
the contempt ) of the Clergy : there 


' 


| 


is a remarkable inſtance of thus amongſt | 
our 
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our Neighbours ; where a Franciſcan 
Hackney, (that is, in plain Engliſh, Sir, 
good bare Ten-T oes) was once a Pro- 
verb ; but now forſooth, the Gentle- 
men of that order inſtead of vowed bare 
footing of iras heretofore, in journy- 
ing are mounted upon the beſt Horſes 
ws rs Ton; cave. eaves with attendance bet=- 
ter befitting their Nobleſs than a Monk: 
ih Tencbrio, toa moſt rancide grudge 
and inyereracy both in the Laity and 
other Religious orders.Put fince, you 
can onlyunderſland matter of fa here, 
not marter of right that as i7norance 15 2 
juit ground of Gontempt of the Clergy, 
ſo peverty is a rempting occaſion to 1t 1 
I proceed, 


As touching the laſt particular Sir, 


The poverry of the Clergy, and upon 
this onetfen aftuel ( but wicked and 
unjuſt ) contempr in the Lairy, being 
both ſuppoſed , the next thing to be 
enquired ifiro is, whether this ſame 
Poverty and Contempr (the diſeaſe and 
ſymptome ) be capable of a remedy '? 


now, 
That 
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That it is moſt congruous to the 
Law of God, Nature, and Nationg, 
rhat ſome competent proviſions be made 
tor the Miniiters of the Goſpel , is 
I think, a generally confeſſed caſe; 
though 1 will not diſpute the mortality 
of 2 decimal provilion, or tithe; yet I 
aflert the natural equity of a competent 
one, as the holy Scripture bath before 
me, in thatvery natural principle---. 
The Labourer is-worthy of his hire: And 
what ample provilions were made 
God for the Prieſts and Levues of old, 
is ſufficiently atreſted in holy Writ,and 
by you well afſerted (ztinam fic ſem- 
per errafſet Bellarminus! ) to 
with the reaſons thereof, which I, am 
ſure are moral, however the particular 
definice way of railing of thoſe proyili- 
0ns ,be ceremonial and antiquated ; Vs. 
that they might cloſely and. compo- 
ſedly' atrend the Service of God and 
bis Church, and ſtudies relating there- 
unto, without, diltrating caxes, and fo- 
licitude about the urgent concerns of 
back. and belly, and neceſſary ſupports 
of bunane life; and you may gueb 
Sir, what a miſerable pinching hu 
t 
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that 1s' —res aneuſta' com——and 
alſo that they might be capable of ad- 
miunftring to the n: ceſſt ties of ethers. in 
charitable offices, ( as occalion: ſhould 
offer or require) a great both exrcou- 
ragement and ornament of piety : I add 
2 third reaſon , peculiarly ſuited to 
the Horizon of our Church , namely, 
that after domeſtick exigencies, and 
cbaricable offices ſatisfied, ſome little 
{urpluſage might accrue for a petite 
ſubliſtence tO Aa a Carvi I ingc on(ort: Ser ;t ,my 
uſe Haggs , my heart akes, when 1 

conlider, that in England, England a 
Lan1 of plenty, a poor Mimnfters Wi- 
daw , 1s becomea very Proverb, b 
what will no leſsſuit feremiabs Lamen- 
tations then Solomons Parables ; now 
what a ſad thing is it that he who de- 
votes himſelf to ſpend and be ſpent in 
the ſervice of God, Fs Church, and the 
Souls of others, ſhould be able to en- 
tile the companion of his own life, that 
ended, to no more than an Zecleſaaſtich, 
plea for an Alms , ----4 poor AMimi- 

fters Widow | and that the ſurviver of 
him who ſerves at the Alrar, ſhould be 
enforced to beg at the. oor | a Lawen- 
tation 
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tion/and let it be for a lamentation ! Now 
for ajremedy and redreſs of the whole, 
the Poverty of the Clergy (male and fe. 
male) and contempt of them (hereby tas 
truely, though unjultly occaſioned) in 
the Laity; whom can or ought we to 
make applications to, but our State- 
Phyſicians ;, namely. his Maeſty, in 
conjuntion with a wiſe , prudent, con- 
liderate Parliament, all joyntly ſpiri- 
ted hereunto from a wee ac os tl he 
the glory honour and renown ( here 
endangered) of their Clergy and Religi- 
on; that Church of whom they own 
themſelves Sons, and that Faith of 
which they profeſs themſelves Defen- 
ders: what the method of redreſs or 
expedient in the cafe ſhould be, muſt 
(as reaſon good) beleftro their own 
prudential contrivance; but I preſume 
I may uſe the ſame liberty, fol'do, 
the modeſty, that your ſelf. Well rhen, 
The Lacrative Arts and Stratagems 
of the Charch 4 _— nw 
Ghoſtly authority and infallibility 
Fug ors fundament al cheat ) their 
'of merits and indulgences, m- 
racles, auricular confeſſion , abſoluti- 
ons, 


_ 
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ns, pardons, penance, purgatory , 
\le canonization of Saints,the Wafer-Ged, 
% (for there they can make not only 
1 Saints, but a God, at pleaſure) vowed Let. Lp. 


Celibacy, the denial of marriage to their g8, 
) vi Clergy, and ſuch like __ ( ſome 1 tg 
oy whereof are by you recounted) all gc, 
:n ſacrificed tro Mammon or the Money- 
a God , thoſe and the like (I ſay) are, 
oy and I hope will be by both Church and | 
for State of England eterually adjudged, 
ere antichriſtian ; which it you or any 
"Ye advocate in your behalf will undertake 
w” to diſprove mein, ſo it be with more 


of argument and leſs flaſhy Theatrical 
wit, then you uſe in your Letters, it 1s 


ey: like,T may prooure ſome who pro renus- 
be (tare your Academick, T oung ſter's conge) 
| will try it out with you at the rwo- 
"my edged Sword. Again, the method of 
Ne reducing and levelling Ep:ſcopal,and Ca- - 
| thedral, or Collegiate Revenues, and all ; 
oe other Eccleſiaſtical preferments and poſ- 
wa ſeſſions to a commonmage, we:e ſuch a 
rhe motion as nothing leſs then the A#s of 
the Apoſiles could render unpardona- 
bei © ble; belides the danger of an Jenis 
Ts ſacer, in the caſe, aud 1 am ternibl 


afrai 
ons, | 
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afraid of St Anthony. Onee mote. 
your Aſtr ea's return, or tion | 
of ſuch Tithes and Church-Rems asfor. 

mer Kings and Parliaments, eſpeci 
(the great Church - Pablican ) Jar 
Henry the Fichr, thought good (wp 
on wha: prudential contiderations, « 
is not meer that you or I ſhonld df! 
pute,) to 4mpropriate to the Croun ir | 
Srate; (which might happily proves © 
offenſive ro the Srare , as 'the former 
would ro the richer Clerry) Thhould 
not have rhe confidence once to offer 
at, unleſs you will promiſe to ſecure 
me Antidotum adverſus Ceſmen:! 
But Sir, I will preſume ro offerwhu | 

(with ſubmiſſion to the wiſer, cſpeci 
ly my Governours) I am ſtrongly per. 
ſwaded might be a conhid expe- 
dient in the caſe, eftimared by athrer- | 
fold inconveniency obſervable in the 
rich-poor Chnrch of England, namely, 
1, A great inequality of Pawhi | 
diſtributions : | 
2, A great diſproportion of Paſerd * 

proviſions in thoſe Pariſhes ; and 

3.An incommodious way of _—_ 
=y 


receiving of thofe proviſions. Now 
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inequalities are ſeveral wayes deter- 
minable, as in reſpe&t of extent of 
Pariſhes, number or quality of Inha- 
birams &c.and accordingly the value of 
Livings and Benefices ; thus you ſhall 
obſerve, ſome Livings of double and 
tripple the value of what others are 
of, 1n Pariſhes of double and tripple 
the extent of bounds, number and qua lity 
of Inhabitants; again nearneſs ro or 
diſtance from the Metropolis is conl1- 
derable ; it being certain that an hun- 
dred pound per an. will go farther in 
Tork ſhire , Lancaſhire, &c. (where yet 
generally che greateſt Livings are,viz. of 
200. 300, 400. Foo. &c. |. per 
annum ) then two or three in or about 
London, where yet one is reckoned a 
tolerable comperency ; a great odds ! A- 
gain the Incunbent's or Beneficiary $ 
own colle&ting 2nd receiving of the 
benefits , is greatly inconvenient ; for 
firſt it involves him in worldly incam- 
brances and d:ſtrattions which we delire 
to have remedied ; next it renders him 
lyable either ro be defrauded in bis 
richt,or elſe to litigious Law-ſwires and 
conteſts with the inhtabirants, in _ 
0 
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of it enkindling of ſach mutual grudg. 
es and animioſhier between Paſtor and 


People, as will moſt certainly obſrat © 


all proficiency under, and ſacceſs of his 
Miniſtery - Now Sir, I ave a 
tempration within my ſelf to belong, 
thar - the Parliament pleaſed to con. 
trive ſome more and propertie- 
nable diftribltions Fehol vings and 
Benefices,- ( J meddle not here with Col 
legiacies) both as to extent of parechi 
al bounds and number aud quality of 
Inhabitant? ; and ( which is the 
chief ) of Paſtoral proviſions  thetein”, 
with regard had to their _ 
nearneſs to , or diſtance fromt 
of London ; (the greater reduced, the 
leſſer augmented ) this might prove 
ſome conſiderable expedient in the Ge, 
and re-::dy to the poverty of the Cler- 
gy z 2 reſpeive competency being all 
Eneland over by this means and me- 
thod apportioned to them. Bur the 
incorpoy ting of the whole in the Stare, 
ind the C/-rey wade Srate-Pen 
certain number being c fo 
Tribxni tleritaths , Fige-commſants, 
ribun ; rar 


. 
fi 
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Charch-Tribunes and Trutees -ofs 
faichful management of the affair 

ſeemes to to be a very com- 
pendious ay dock for ſecuring of 
competent ifhons to the Clergy, 
and addiecinat S and quiet with- 
all ; and poſlibly belides this ſome 
redoundin ument and fubliſt- 
ence to their ſurviving Conforts, as 
in other reformed Churches beyond 
the Seas; which far be ir from me to 
propound as other than morive, not 
pattern-; not for «mitation, but ge- 
nerous emulation, worthy of an En., 
gliſh Parliament; but I doubt I have 
been- too bold , if 1 have, my Betters 
I hope will pardon me ; and- as for 

others, the equity of the intereſt which 
I plead, may excuſe me; * and if. it 
do- not, -I reſt anconcerned. Thus 
Sir, I have ſhewed that though Po- 
verty in the Clergy be partly through 
inbred ——_—_— . 4 ary ron 
Satan's ma your rien, an 
occaſion of cont in the Lazty ; yet 
the ſame is ho. af ground "f ons 
tempe in it ſelf, and belides that” 

I #00 both 
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both goverty and cot are -Ca- | 
pable o a Abo 4 ; which. I hoye, 
our prudent Stare- Phyſicians may. in 
due time adminiſter ; rhetefore onee 
more, What dath your argking 1e- | 
prove ? But Doomſday \sa conyng, 


Sir you have. here erected an. [n- | 
queſtion, whcrem _ you have. charged | 


with 4200rauce and pevery,. | 
—_— as the Clo $ ag ah reps Cy | 


rempr 0 heir Kelagionan the; | 
Laiy; ew rl our Charge and boa 
Articles of i | 


Religion Cler pry ery ad. 
ſachs: har Hor Sopbiſter, nor/ugem 
oſo, nor Faſhion-monger, 006 hiewb/h, 
(a catalogue of your 0wn )ngr Hettm, 


— 
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hor Cleygy-Conremmer, no Wt the gates 
cd Hell #t ſelf fhall ever prevail againſ? 
In the mean time what have 
you done. Sir ? Read fat and deme- 
rit in 4 Cardimals own words, Cum 
e prugnam , cum Propberis, cum 
po s, cnn Chrifto "Ty ac Deo 
Parre '& Speriru ſantto, qui. Sacras Li- 
teras & Ovracals Divina contemamnient, 
ſed Brllaymaine himfelf , PI Engliſh 
it to you; for T do not know bow you 
ſhould do ir your ſelf, if in Schools 
and Univerſiries bred up to Engliſh 
ondy ; Contemners of the Holy Scrip- 
tires and Divine Oracle; (ſuch as you 
have —_ bewrayed your ſelf to 
be ; \rhe Reader be judge) are Ene- 
mies to \ Moſes, to the Propes, to the 
les, to Chriſt himſelf, and God 
the -Father and the Holy Ghoſt ; what 
a formidable party have you encoun- 
tered then; Theſe be your Enemies, 
whowillhe your ' Friends? 1 muſt cell 
you'T have vouct'd ro be your Doom- 
ſter,”as well as the Clergy's Advocate 
(© x ſmall offce which 1 was but very 
lately overperſwaded to execute,where- 
N 2 Mm 
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in 1 had done my ſeverer Muſe fone 
right, had I found you as grear'y 
Maſter of Reaſen, as of 'Fancy) an 
here T' will: nor frighten » your wat 
S chool- Boyes, nor School- Danes, x 
you know both are unlucky 
in theit kind; bur merhinks 2 Gran 
marian-Ferulaan Academick- 
an Ecel-faſtich, Key,and: Caſars Sword 
&c. ſhould al-arm you to. purpoſe, 
the ſenſe of your own guilt as brang 4 
enemy to Schools ! Unrverſiters IC 
Religion ! Church and State]. I hope 
nexr Gazerre, after publicationotm 
Letter,will inſerm us of juſtice doneuy 
on you ;zand 11] be ſureto obſerve wh 
news from Cambridge or Devonſhire 
and ſuppoſe you eſcape all: buwa 
vengeance,” do you think ,you- ſhy 
Divine to0 2? Sir-? bent deceived 
the quarrel, of. a contemnad' Clerg 
and Relizign attends you : rhe. qua 
rel of abuſed Scriprares, and Seri 


Inftitxcions &c, and woes fo 


Doom 1. dexpunce to, you'St 

arlathemamaranarba, that Gered 

der-bel; diſpatch d agaiait-all Derradto 
| aſ 
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and depravers of Holy Record ; which 
aſſure your ſelfic muſt be another ſorr of 
prayers & teares, then thofe of your weep- 
ing Het ;that can prevent the execution 
of , bur in xegard you have pattern'd 
a Rebel-Triummvirate,in their daring in- 
ſurrettion againlt Aaron,yea &(as much 
as ever you durſt ) in that againlt Me- 
ſes too; I cannor ſentence you witha 
more proportionable ralio, or tem 

ral doom, then that of--- Corah! whoſe 
Grave would be our much better ſecu- 
rity then Devonſhire(unleſs that prove 
the place ) for your never being trow- 
bleſome more ; and thither do 1 deow 
you ; and w hat though you ſhun his 
Sepulchre? You Niall not your own 
Fate: Shall Contempe of - C 

and Religign;80 u iſhed ? Sure 
no -: Contider | what barh been Gil 
already ; and remember further, 
(who knows but that I ma yy rate 
you into a conviction at laſt?) we read 
of Hell [opening of her mouth, as well 
asof the Earth 9pennmy of bers ; (and 
Eſay's authority I take to be as good 
as Moſe,'s) and I am ſure both, you 
G6an- 
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cannot avoid, without a 'ſeriohy.—au 
recantation , which as —_— f0 now: 
before we part, 1. ear re-adniſe 
to you, a5 being.incharky (almoſt t01 
ſuper-erogaries a wellwifher rv your 
bertey part * 
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ERRAT A. 


Whick together with fome ſmaller literal 
faults 3 und the miſe-accenting &f tome Gree 
wotdy, the Keader is deſired to execute. 


*ge 12. Line 19. Read ygawTma:. p 38.1. 5 

t, Eneyelop al. Þ 67), Gt bearp 64.h1 3 
r. 81+] jwep. 81 hb: 6.ryremffes. pgolf r. one 
F.ub. pþ 93 | ww xr deſtrutire. pe gslll is r prin 
ciple or prolice. p.y8 l,: 6.r.t-as/mi[ftn. p. 102, 
I, 2.4 is equally.p. 105. 1.24.tanary and deep 
P. 1 05-1. 27.r.publication, p.100.1. 13 r irfluenced 
p,106.1.9 r. Reformert.p 99 | 4, 5-1. Morgffch 
egainji Ephraim, and Ef bran egainſt Ma offch, 
ond b»tb agaialt Jud. b.p. 99.1.1. r. might well 
ſerve. p.101.114 r.mdefinitely » -p 102.1.4.r. 
Noblsſſe. p-102.] 23,c-prececem. p.tog. 1 2. 
x. that we ſome or others. p.104.1.1 r.wby of 
all cr4ers.p+1 044. 4.r .Lomyers or Phyſicians. p. 
146.1. 21-8. For dir, by the fiſt. prg1.1.28.r, re- 
Imeve.p 175 -1.25,25.1. could within the ſpace of 
Forty year: have proved. p.176'1 24 :5.tubeClergy 
by nane.p 181 1, 10.r-cven 1 Þ 181.1 14 r. Son- 
fury.p.186.r-morelity-p 11 9.l.1t,' 9.r.protenui- 
rate p. 182 1.24.r.commonagc. 


